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     REDLAC Weekly Note on Emergencies 

Latin America & the Caribbean  

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to 
ocha-rolac@un.org 
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LLUVIAS & INUNDACIONES 

PARAGUAY: About 320 families (nearly 1,600 

people) from the communities of Coronel 

Martinez and Nueva Italia (department of Guairá, 

in the eastern region) were affected by the 

overflowing of the Ypoa Lake and the Tebicuarymi 

River. The Emergency Secretariat activated an 

immediate response plan, which include the 

distribution of food and mattresses.   

Source: Government of Paraguay via La Nacion  

 

 

As a result of rains, the Ypoa Lake and the Tebicuarymi River 
overflowed, affected 320 families. Image: ©Ultima Hora. 

 

COLOMBIA: Heavy rains in the region have 

caused landslides and various emergencies. In 

the Santander department, pedestrian and 

vehicular bridges collapsed, isolating more than 

1,000 families.  An orange alert is in effect for 

northern Santander and a red alert for some 

municipalities.  

Rain damage has also been reported in the 

country’s west and southwest areas. Needs 

assessments were carried out in these areas.  

Department People 

Affected 

Impact 

Valle del Cauca 

(west) 

300 people 

(60 families) 

Loss of appliances, 

crops, homes.  

Putumayo 

(south west) 

350 people 

(70 families) 

Loss of chickens, 

hens, ducks, pigs, 

goods.  

Damages to 

schools, 

restaurants and 

aqueducts.  

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

LANDSLIDE 

GUATEMALA: Rains caused landslides in the 

village of El Chile, department of Zacapa in the 

country’s north east. About 25 families were 

evacuated to homes of family and friends. 

Authorities scheduled a field assessment for 

Monday.  

Source: CONRED via Prensa Libre 

 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 PARAGUAY: 1,600 people affected by the overflowing of the Ypoa Lake and the Tebicuarymi River.  

 COLOMBIA: Rains affected more than 650 people in the west and southwest regions.  

 GUATEMALA: A landslide affected more than 125 people in the department of Zacapa.  
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2013 HURRICANE SEASON 

PACIFIC: There are two low pressures systems 

in the area.  

One is currently 200 miles south-southwest of the 

Gulf of Tehuantepec, and has a high probability of 

becoming a tropical storm (80%).  

The other system is about 700 miles southwest of 

Manzanillo Mexico, producing disorganized 

showers and thunderstorms. This system has a 

low probability of becoming a tropical storm 

(10%).   

Source: National Hurricane Center. 

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

COSTA RICA: The Turrialba Volcano erupted ash 

last week, forming a column of more than four 

kilometers high. Authorities activated their 

contingency plan as a preventive measure. The 

Turrialba Volcano has been on green alert for the 

last three years and has been active since 2007.  

Source: National Commission for Risk Prevention and 

Emergency Response.  

 

EPIDEMICS 

COLOMBIA – Influenza AH1N1:  Health 

authorities are on alert to a possible spread of the 

AH1N1 in Cucuta (north of Santander), border 

with Venezuela, as 4 isolates cases were reported 

in the area. Local health authorities are on watch 

for acute respiratory infections, to detect and 

identify areas with an increase in predominant 

viruses.  

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

 

COMPLEX EMERGENCIES  

COLOMBIA: At least 1,750 people (mostly 

minors and small farms) are confined in a rural 

area of Montecristo (department of Bolivar) in the 

northern part of the country and lack access to 

services or assistance due to roadblocks imposed 

by presumed members of the ELN (Non State 

Armed Group). The International Committee of 

the Red Cross (ICRC) plans to deliver 2,500 

community kitchens and bed nets to complement 

basic needs as the population has a limited daily 

food ration and are unable to obtain food from the 

town.  There is also shortage of medicine and 

teachers. The local Humanitarian Team in 

Cordoba is monitoring the situation and the 

results of a pending field mission will determine 

their support to the emergency response 

institutions.  

Source: OCHA Colombia.  


