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FLOODS & RAINS 

BOLIVIA: Five of the country’s nine departments 

are under a state of emergency for floods. There 

are 145,000 people affected (29,000 families) in 

80 municipalities (more than 25 percent of 

Bolivia’s municipalities). The department of 

Cochabamba is one of the worst hit with 40,000 

(8,000 families) affected in the last week. 

Authorities report that they have the resources to 

respond to the emergency and no international 

assistance is required.  

Source: United Nations. 

 

 

 

 

 

COLOMBIA: Approximately 56,770 people are 

affected by the floods and landslides in the 

department of El Choco. Local, national and 

international agencies are carrying-out damage 

and needs assessments in the affected areas. The 

sectors with needs are food security, water, 

sanitation and hygiene, housing and education. 

The National Disaster Risk Management System 

has distributed humanitarian assistance in the 

municipality of Novita, and articles are arriving to 

the municipality of Quibdo.  

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

ECUADOR: While agriculture damages by floods 

is currently lower than the 2012 rainy season, 

damages in the province of Manabi are 

considerable.  A preliminary assessment indicates 

that 4,200 hectares of short cycle crops, 

especially corn and rice, have been damaged. In 

2012, about 11,000 hectares were damaged in 

this province, with an economic loss of $70 

million.  

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Aquaculture and 

Fisheries via El Universo.  

 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 BOLIVIA: 145,000 people affected by rains. Five departments are under a state of emergency  

 COLOMBIA: 56,770 people affected by floods in the department of El Choco.  

 ECUADOR: 4,200 hectares of crops damaged by rains in the province of Manabi.  
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PERU: In the coast and mountain regions of the 

department of La Libertad, 6,500 people are in 

need, 1,300 houses are damaged and 23 houses 

have been destroyed by heavy rains. The 

provinces most affected are Pataz, Sanchez 

Carrion and Julcan. Local authorities are assisting 

affected people.  

Source: National Institute of Civil Defense.  

 

FOOD INSECURITY  

GUATEMALA: The economic impact of the “roya” 

coffee disease (leaf rust disease) could reach 

US$210 million in 2012 to 2013 productive cycle 

and $420 million in 2013-2014. The rust disease 

is threatening 500,000 jobs and authorities are 

creating temporary employment programs to 

assist affected families.  

Source: 1Central American Business Intelligence (CABI) 

http://ca-bi.com/. 2Food Security and Nutrition Secretariat.  

 

WILDFIRE 

GUATEMALA: Since January, more than 30 

forest fires have damaged 400 hectares of forest 

in the department of Baja Verapaz. Authorities 

report that the number of forest fires has doubled 

in this department, compared to 2012 when 150 

hectares were destroyed. 

Source: National System for Prevention and Control of Forest 

Fires. 

 

PANAMA: A fire in Panama City’s main landfill 

has been smoldering since Tuesday. Health 

officials warn that the smoke can irritate 

respiratory tracts, causing coughing, sore throat 

and eyes, and nasal mucosa, among other mild 

symptoms. The National Emergency Operations 

Center was activated to coordinate local 

interagency and multidisciplinary response for 

this situation.  Some 100,000 gallons of a special 

chemical sent from the United States is being 

used to smother the fire. It is estimated that more 

than 1,000 tons of waste are deposited in the 

landfill daily. A fire of similar proportions occurred 

10 years ago and took 10 days to extinguish. 

Source: Government of Panama via La Prensa. 
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