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     REDLAC Weekly Note on Emergencies 

Latin America & the Caribbean  

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to 
ocha-rolac@un.org 
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VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

MEXICO: The Popocatepetl dome has decreased 

and is 350 meters in diameter and 50 meter thick. 

While authorities believe that the volcano’s 

activity could continue to decrease, they maintain 

a safety perimeter of 12 km to ensure that people 

remain away from the risk area. Authorities 

continue to monitor the volcano and extend the 

yellow alert (yellow 3). They have also 

strengthened communication within nearby 

communities, in the event of an evacuation.  

Source: National Centre for Disaster Prevention.  

 

Alert remains in effect although Mexico’s Popocatepetl 
Volcano’s activity has decreased. ©EFE. 

 

 

 

RAINS & FLOODS 

PARAGUAY: Some 210 families (about 1,050 

people) in the districts of Coronel Martinez and 

Colonia Independencia, in the department of 

Guaira are affected by floods. Basic needs include 

food and medicine. The National Emergency 

Secretariat has distributed aid, including 

mattresses and food, to 100 families who are 

relocated in two collective centres.  

Source: ABC Digital. 

 

COLOMBIA: Heavy rains in the coastal region of 

Uraba (Antioquia) have affected some 850 people 

(170 families).  About 32 houses have been 

damaged and household items lost. Authorities 

declared a red alert. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

COLD WAVE 

PERU: The first frosts of 2013 in the highlands   

(3,700 meters above sea level), affected some 

1,022 people and have damaged 840 hectares of 

crops. These numbers are expected to increase, 

as low temperatures are predicted for May 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 MEXICO: Authorities confirm a decrease in activity from the Popocatepetl Volcano - an alert is still in effect.  

 PARAGUAY: 1,050 people affected by floods, of which half have received humanitarian assistance.  

 PERU: The current cold wave affected 1,022 people; this is expected to increase over the next months.   
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through June. The most affected departments are 

Cusco and Huancavelica. Authorities have 

distributed 7,165 blankets.  

Source: National Institute of Civil Defence.  

 

WILDFIRES 

GUATEMALA: The country’s forest fire season is 

the worst in recent years. There are currently 16 

active fires in the department of Peten that have 

consumed about 22,000 hectares of forest and 

crops. Authorities have spent more than US$2 

million to fight the fires, although do not plan to 

declare a state of calamity.  

Source: Government of Guatemala via Prensa Libre.  

 

EPIDEMICS 

COLOMBIA - DENGUE: In the department of 

Risaralda (Andean coffee region) the 

departmental health secretariat declared a 

dengue outbreak alert due to an increase in the 

number of cases (26 new cases) in the last two 

weeks. So far in the year, there have been 110 

cases of dengue reported, while in 2010 there 

were 11,603 cases and 12 deaths. The Pan-

American Health Organization reports that 

13,000 people have been affected by dengue in 

Colombia in 2013.  

Source: OCHA Colombia. 


