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This update is produced by Office of the Resident Coordinator, Nepal, in collaboration with humanitarian partners.  

Monsoon rainfall from 11 July to 13 July 
2019 resulted in flooding and landslides 
particularly in Provinces 1, 2 and 3. As of 18 
July according to MoHA there had been 90 
deaths, 29 missing, and 41 injured.                    
 
The worst affected districts were Sunsari, 
Morang, Udayapur in Province 1, and 
Siraha, Sarlahi, Rautahat, Mahottari in 
Province 2. The recorded highest rainfall for 
24 hrs (11-12 July) was 311.9 mm at Simara, 
Bara District, and 245 mm in Janakpur. 
 
In Province 2 - Sarlahi, Saptari, Mahottari - 
we are seeing the flood waters receding but 
needs remain particularly high in Rautahat. 
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Relief efforts are ongoing, and the situation is progressively returning to normal. The temporarily displaced 
population is gradually returning: According to the Ministry of Home Affairs, the number of temporarily 
displaced has decreased to 11,839 households from a peak of 17, 431 on 16 July. Flood waters have receded in 
most areas, and following repair works major highways are operational. However, rural roads in some area of 
the southern parts of Terai districts remain inaccessible, and water logging and associated damages in some 
locations in the southern part of Saptari, Rautahat and Mahottari continue to pose operational challenges.  

 
The axis of this monsoon trough has moved south, away from the Terai region of Nepal. Thus, the monsoon 
rainfall is less active across the country overall, although the authorities have asked Provinces 5, 6 and 7 to be 
on standby and issued alerts to major watersheds in those areas, according to the forecast.  

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

As a part of accountability to the affected populations, the Community Engagement Working Group (CWEG) 
conducted a first round of survey through Interactive Voice Recorder (IVR) in affected areas. The preliminary 
results have been shared and can be accessed here.  
Key humanitarian messages have been shared with the Association of Community Radio Stations (ACORAB) and 
other FM network media stations. These stations have been disseminating lifesaving messages through their 
existing radio programmes.  
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The Checklist for Gender Equality and Social Inclusion for Disaster Preparedness has been disseminated as part 
of the ERP for Flood Response. The checklist provides Clusters with inputs for both preparedness and relief. 
Members of the Women Friendly Disaster Management (WFDM) Group have dispatched teams to Sarlahi and 
Rautahat with funds raised to target support for vulnerable groups. The Gender and Social Inclusion Working 
Group has requested they map the response while in affected areas to assess whether there are gaps.  
 
The key highlights from clusters are below: 

 

  Early Recovery 

Needs: 
Needs are currently being assessed. The majority of the affected population have agricultural land, and this is 
the main season of paddy planting. Most of the paddy seedlings are reportedly damaged and there is need for 
a new nursery, so the affected families can plant. Seasonal vegetable and fisheries have also been swept away. 
Similarly, the needs are also being assessed in relation to small-scale community infrastructure such as local 
roads and local irrigation systems.    
 
Response: 
Volunteers from NGOs previously trained by UNDP have been mobilized in assessing needs and assisting the 
affected population in severely affected districts including Rautahat, Sarlahi, Mahottari and Siraha.     
 
Gaps & Constraints: 
Lack of any specific data in planning for the early recovery intervention as of 18th July remains a major gap.  

 

  Education 

Needs: 
570 schools have been affected according to the education cluster's initial field 
reports. As of now the Education Cluster has received preliminary reports from 
8 affected districts of Province 2 from the partners. Approximately 2100 schools are 
registered in the affected Palikas (source: EMIS).   
 
Initial damage reports indicate needs for debris clearance, provision of new education materials, including Early 
Childhood Development. Some schools will require repair/restoration of WASH facilities as a result of cracking 
and collapse of school boundary walls.  
 
Response: 
The Center for Education Human Resource Development (CEHRD) is coordinating with Education Development 
Coordination Units (EDCUs) to conduct detailed school damage assessments in each district. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

There is limited information on the number of affected students and the number of schools being used as 
shelters. Most schools are closed due to monsoon vacation and there is a need to clarify variances of vacation 
dates between municipalities. Cluster mechanisms have not been activated fully at Provincial, District and 
Municipal levels.  

 
 

 

570 
Number of schools so far 
reported as affected 
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  Food Security 

Needs: 
 

Standing crops such as maize, vegetables, early rice and rice seedling were reportedly 
damaged due to inundation of agricultural lands by floods in all the Terai districts of 
Province 2 and Province 1. Damages were also reported in Livestock and fish 
farming/Aquaculture. The World Food Programme (WFP) in coordination with the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development (MoALD), deployed food security 
and market assessment teams to flood affected districts in Province 1 and 2 on July 17th. 
 
Response: 

A damage assessment by the municipalities and the provincial government is ongoing.  
Cluster partners are distributing supplies including ready-to-eat BP-5 High Energy Biscuits (HEB) and beaten rice 
in Rautahat district. Discussion is currently ongoing with the Nepal Food Corporation (NFC) for limited food 
distribution with an 8 to 10-day lead time. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

Gap and constraint information is limited as assessments are ongoing. 
 
 

  Health 

Needs: 
Cold chain facilities have been damaged in Mahottari, site assessments are ongoing. One vaccine distribution 
centre in Durgabhagwoti Primary Healthcare Centre has been affected by flooding in Rautahat. However, the 
exact level of damage still needs to be ascertained. The need for additional aqua tabs and Chlorine tablets has 
been identified by the health sector in Mahottari and a response is being mobilised.  
 
Response: 
Pathlaiya, Bardibas and Lahan have been identified as the Health Coordination Hubs for response interventions 
by Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) as these locations provide good access to the affected areas. 
Health sector coordination cells have been established in these areas with support from partners. Cluster 
partners are in close contact with Provincial Health Directorates, district health offices to assess the damage of 
health facilities, disruption of health services and gaps, needs and constraints. Five health camps have been 
conducted by Emergency Medical Deployment Teams. Additional Emergency Medical Deployment Teams from 
Hub hospitals and medical colleges have been alerted for possible deployment with medicines and supplies if 
needed.  Disease surveillance in the affected sites have been heightened in close coordination with health 
facilities, district health officers and provincial health directorate. Field Medical Officers are deployed to the 
affected sites for health sector coordination and response intervention, while three interagency Emergency 
Health Kits (IEHK) have been dispatched to Rautahat, Sarlahi and Siraha.  
 
Gaps & Constraints: 
There is need for additional delivery of Oral Rehydration Solution (ORS) to affected local health facilities from 
the district medical stores. Several roads were damaged by the floods and landslides due to which accessibility 
to the affected sites is challenging. Gaps and constraints will be further identified after the rapid risk assessment 
in close coordination with provincial health authorities and partners.  
 

10 
WFP Rapid assessments 
ongoing across affected 
districts 
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  Nutrition 

Situation: 
 
The flood has impacted the nutrition situation of children under the age of five and pregnant and lactating 
women. This is due to the lack of counselling services for those breastfeeding in flood affected areas and the 
lack of appropriate food for young children, pregnant and lactating women while they are displaced.  
 
Needs: 
As a result of the flooding, the following are priority needs: Caregivers of children age 0-23 months require 
breast-feeding counselling; Caregivers of children require counselling on timely and appropriate 
complementary feeding; The provision of micronutrients for women and children. Children may require 
treatment for MAM and SAM according to the results of assessments, and there may be need for blanket and/or 
targeted supplementary feeding.  
 
Response: 
The Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) with support from partners is sending 100 cartons of Ready to 
Use Therapeutic Food, Micronutrient Powder and micronutrients to Biratnagar in Province 1. At this stage, it is 
difficult to tell if more will be required. The Nutrition cluster has initiated rapid nutrition assessments in five 
flood-affected districts (Saptari, Siraha, Dhanusha, Mahottari and Rautahat districts). In flood affected areas of 
Province 2, the treatment of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) has been ongoing from 157 Outpatient 
Therapeutic Centers (OTC) and three Nutrition Rehabilitation Homes (NRH). The OTCs and NRHs can treat 
children with malnutrition if identified after rapid assessment and mass screening. The cluster is therefore well-
placed to respond. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: 
The real gap will be identified immediately after the nutrition rapid assessment, which will be completed this 
week. However, supplementary feeding (blanket) support for 6-59 months children, pregnant and lactating 
women and IYCF counselling and supplementation of Multiple micro-nutrient powder is a big gap in the affected 
areas for the prevention of acute malnutrition and micro-nutrient deficiency disorders.  
 

  Protection 

Needs: 
Dignity kits for pregnant and lactating mothers. 
 
Response: 
Approximately 150 trained psychosocial counselors are on standby to be deployed if required. Messages related 
to protection issues have been updated and will be aired through local FMs. Prevention of Sexual Exploitation 
and Abuse (PSEA) documents were sent to cluster members for wider circulation. Protection checklists for other 
clusters were circulated to ensure protection issues are addressed in their respective cluster response.  
 
Female-friendly spaces (FFS) have been initiated in Sunsari district and dignity kits and kishori kits (for 
adolescent girls) have been dispatched to Sarlahi, Sunsari, Rautahat and Udayapur districts. Distribution is on-
going though it is unclear at this stage whether more will be required. Psychological first aid has also been 
initiated. Tracing and reunification for 22 people (including 9 children) is ongoing through activation of restoring 
family links (RFL) services. 
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Gaps & Constraints: 
Following the new federal structure in Nepal, there are no dedicated protection offices at the provincial, district 
and local levels. Hence, it has been challenging to coordinate protection response in the flood/landslide districts. 
Access to many affected areas and communities have been restricted as the roads, bridges and power supply 
systems are damaged in several affected areas.   

 

  Shelter 

Needs: 
Emergency shelter item (Tarpaulin and rope) for 11,839 HHs 
Non-food Relief Item (NFRI) for 11,839 HHs 
 
Response: 
25% of emergency shelter items have been covered so far and distribution is ongoing. Cluster members still 
have some pre-stock to cover remaining needs. 
10% of NFRI needs have been covered so far and distribution is ongoing. Cluster member still have some pre-
stock to cover remaining needs. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: 
Transportation of relief items in some areas and also in remote hilly areas remains a gap due to accessibility 
issues. An assessment report is coming from districts and clear information about actual needs and gaps will be 
received in a few days.  

 

   Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 
 
Preliminary estimate based on the data available* will be updated once the IRA is 
completed in all districts 
 

Estimated number of 
tube wells 
contaminated  

Estimated number of 
tube wells damaged  

                              47,858                                  23,929  

 Estimated latrines not 
usable currently  

 Estimated latrines 
damaged  

                              43,072                                  12,922  

Needs include: water quality testing and drinking water purification at water points and at point of use; 
provision of temporary latrines and/or cleaning of the existing latrines; provision of hygiene kits and hygiene 
promotion to affected and displaced population  

 

Response: 
The Lead agencies for coordination of WASH response in all eight districts have been appointed with clear roles 
and responsibilities.  The Government of Nepal and partners have dispatched supplies to the affected locations 
including water purifier (aqua tabs), buckets and hygiene kits. Further, two water ambulance have reached 
Rautahat and Siraha in coordination with the Department of Water Supply and Sewerage Management 

50,000 water 
points 
contaminated 
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Gaps & Constraints: 
There is need for additional technical capacity for implementing WASH interventions especially disinfection of 
water points in the districts. With the cluster capacity for 37,000 families (200,000 population) as per ERP. It is 
likely that more resources will be required for the cluster to respond to the current damage and the remaining 
monsoon season.  
 

  Emergency Telecommunications 

Response: 
Sites are gradually being brought back to operation. Alternative power sources were 
used to power the Base Transceiver Station (BTS) locations from July 11th. 
Temporary fiber routes were planned and implemented to recover mass sites. 

 

Constraints: 
Access to locations with power supply problems continues to be an obstacle, however power supply is gradually 
being restored. 
 

   Logistics 

 

Constraints: 
Some road access constraints remain however, the situation is changing quickly due to receding water. 
Access constraint information for rural roads is largely not available. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

195 
BTS not operational 
across Nepal 


