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This report is produced by Office of the Resident Coordinator Bhutan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 26 to 
28 July 2016. The next report will be issued as or when required. 

Highlights 

 Since 25 July, heavy and continuous rainfall across Bhutan caused additional damage to major road networks 
isolating villages and disrupting the flow of essential supplies including food and agricultural products.  

 The Dzongkhag Administration and national authorities have deployed machineries and manpower to re-
establish the road networks. 

 On 26 July, the UN Resident Coordinator met with the Secretary of Home and Cultural Affairs and conveyed 
the offer of technical support on assessments and response planning. 

 To date, no formal request for international support has been issued by the Government. 

 Moderate to heavy rainfall is forecasted to affect the southern and eastern areas of Bhutan during the next 72 
hours. 

 

 

Situation Overview 
Incessant rainfall, since 19 July, triggered multiple landslides across Bhutan and extensive flooding in the south. 
While very few casualties have been reported, major damage to road networks has disrupted the movement of 
people and trade of essential supplies. 
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Since 26 July, Nimtola Primary School in Dorona village (gewog), Dagana District (Dzongkhag) has been isolated, 
affecting about 150 students who are participating in a feeding programme under the World Food Programme. 
Local villagers are providing support to transport food supplies to the school.  

Major roadblocks along secondary roads also cut off Athang, Laya, Lunana and Lhamoizingkhag villages. 

In Sarpang District, 63 acres of paddy fields were inundated by flood waters after the Taklia River water level rose 
and broke the embankment. The flood waters completely destroyed recently transplanted paddy fields of some 30 
households. Rice is staple food in Bhutan and an important source of income for the affected people. 

Heavy rainfall also damaged around 260 truckloads of potatoes (over 2,300 metric tonnes) in three villages of 
Shemagangkha in Chhukha District. Potato is the main cash crop for these farmers. 

The Government of Bhutan is leading the local response operations. The Dzongkhag Administration and national 
authorities deployed machineries and manpower to re-establish the road networks. No formal request for an 
international support has been received from the Government. 

The Department of Hydro Met Service (Ministry of Economic Affairs) forecasted moderate to heavy rainfall in 
southern and eastern part of Bhutan in the next 72 hours. 

General Coordination 
On 26 July, the UN Resident Coordinator met with the Secretary of Home and Cultural Affairs and requested a 
briefing from Government to development partners.   

The UN in Bhutan has conveyed an offer to second technical staff to assist the Government and Department of 
Disaster Management in assessment and response planning. 

For further information, please contact:  

Kesang C. Phuntsho, Coordination Analyst/Head of the Office of the Resident Coordinator, kesang.phuntsho@one.un.org,  

Tel: +975-2-322424/334570 

Ugyen Dorji, Interim Portfolio Manager Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk Management, ugyen.dorji@undp.org,  

Tel: +975-2-322424/334570 

 

For more information, please visit http://www.unct.org.bt www.reliefweb.int.  
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