
The Government of Singapore, represented by the Ministry 
of Defence (MINDEF) and the Singapore Armed Forces 
(SAF) chaired the RCG in 2017 and hosted the RCG Third 
Session from 5 to 6 December 2017 at the SAF’s Changi 
Regional Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) 
Coordination Centre (RHCC). The event was organised with 
the support of the RCG Secretariat, represented by the United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN 
OCHA) Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP), and the 
United States Center for Excellence in Disaster Management 
and Humanitarian Assistance (US CFE-DM). The Third Session 
was attended by more than 130 participants from 26 countries 
and 24 regional/international organisations, academia and the 
private sector.

The key themes that were discussed during the RCG Third 
Session included: 

Welcome to the First Edition of the Regional Consultative Group (RCG) on 
Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination for Asia and the Pacific Newsletter   

Bangladesh, as the current RCG Chair, is glad to share the latest updates in relation to the RCG as well as other UN-CMCoord projects 
in the Asia-Pacific region:

1. Third Session of the Regional Consultative Group (RCG) on Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination for Asia and the Pacific, 5-6 
December 2017, Singapore; 

2. Humanitarian Network and Partnership Week (HNPW) – Annual Consultations on Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination (5-9 
February 2018);

3. Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination Course for Asia and the Pacific, USNS Mercy, 5-10 April 2018.
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RCG country-specific work plans on disaster response 
preparedness

The objective of this session was to discuss how civil-military 
coordination can support disaster preparedness and ensure 
effective operational readiness. During the RCG First Session 
(2015), members agreed that when discussing civil-military 
coordination, it would have been very useful for selected RCG 
countries to develop country-level work plans that would outline 
how civil-military coordination would plug into and contribute to 
response preparedness efforts. As a result of the RCG Second 
and Third Session (2016), RCG members continued to focus 
and further develop these work plans, better identifying how 
civil-military coordination could contribute to increasing the 
speed, volume and quality of life-saving assistance provided in 
the initial phase of a response and by augmenting nationally-led 
efforts.
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Coordination Architecture in Disaster Response

The objectives of this sessions were: a) To raise awareness 
of coordination platforms that can be activated during 
disaster response; b) To analyse and discuss opportunities 
and challenges in the civil-military interface for each of these 
platforms; c) To review how to create/strengthen linkages 
among them. The panel started with a presentation in plenary to 
outline the key roles/functions of key coordination mechanisms 
(On-Site Operations Coordination Centre (OSOCC) ; USAR 
Coordination Cell (UCC); Multinational Coordination Centre 
(MNCC)).  At the end of the introductory part, participants 
joined one of the working groups based on the above outlined 
coordination platforms.

Lessons Learned from HADR Exercises

One of the topics addressed during the RCG Third Session 
focused on lessons learned from Humanitarian Assistance 
and Disaster Relief (HADR) exercises conducted in 2017. It 
was highlighted that RCG members should be better at sharing 
lessons learned from exercises across countries. As lessons 
learned from disaster responses are shared on a regular basis, 
the same should apply to exercises so that RCG members can 
learn from these experiences.  The overview of the findings 
was organized according to three key areas: 1) Participation; 2) 
Training and 3) Construct.
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Regional Policy Updates on UN-CMCoord

The objective of this session was to outline latest trends and 
projects in Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination in the 
region.  In particular, ASEAN outlined the Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP) for the Utilization of Military Assets for 
Humanitarian Assistance/Disaster Relief that was included 
in the framework of the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster 
Management and Emergency Responses.  The Asia Pacific 
Red Cross Red Crescent (RCRC) Movement outlined the 
key outcomes of the 2nd Civil and Military Relations Forum 
that took place from 2 to 6 October 2017 in Kuala Lumpur 
(Malaysia). Of particular note was the output related to the 
development of a dedicated Asia-Pacific RCRC roadmap on 
civil-military relations.

At the end of the RCG Third Session, an official ceremony 
took place to mark the hand-over of the RCG Chair from 
the Government of Singapore (2017) to the Government of 
Bangladesh (2018).

For further information and material about the RCG, please visit 
here.
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HUMANITARIAN NETWORK AND PARTNERSHIP 
WEEK (HNPW) – ANNUAL CONSULTATIONS ON 
HUMANITARIAN CIVIL-MILITARY COORDINATION 
(5-9 FEBRUARY 2018)

The 2018 Annual Consultations comprised four Thematic 
Sessions and one full day Plenary Session (8 Feb). The events 
provided the opportunity to discuss collective action on 
humanitarian civil-military coordination in multi-state settings 
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USNS Mercy, 5-10 April 2018 

The United Nations Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination 
(UN-CMCoord) course for the Asia and Pacific region aims to 
promote appropriate and effective humanitarian civil-military 

across natural disasters and conflicts around topics such as 
Frontline Medical Assistance; Sharpening UN-CMCoord on 
Development; Peace and Security; Periphery of UN-CMCoord; 
Safeguarding Humanitarian Action in “Danger Zones”; and 
Combatants and Fighters in Humanitarian Civil-Military 
Coordination.  

The Consultative Group on Humanitarian Civil-Military 
Coordination (UN-CMCoord CG) is the major multi-stakeholder 
platform for exchange and networking on distinct and shared 
questions and concerns in the field of civil-military coordination 
and the appropriate and most effective use of foreign military 
assets in natural disasters and conflict settings. Bangladesh, as 
the 2018 Chair of the Regional Consultative Group for Asia and 
the Pacific joined the global consultations during the HNPW. 
The global and regional bodies work hand in hand for the most 
appropriate, effective and efficient use of military assets in 
support of humanitarian action.

HUMANITARIAN CIVIL-MILITARY COORDINATION 
COURSE FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

interactions in humanitarian emergencies through bolstered 
knowledge of and adherence to UN-CMCoord standards and 
principles. This includes the use of assets to better support the 
humanitarian community in providing emergency services to 
people-in-need. 

The course will be held on the U.S. Naval Hospital Ship (USNS) 
Mercy, off the coast of Indonesia, from Thursday 5 April to 
Tuesday 10 April 2018. The United States Pacific Fleet will 
generously host the event in partnership with the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 
The training venue, board and accommodation will be free of 
charge for the participants. Travel costs will not be covered and 
will be the responsibility of the sending office/organization.  
The course will be residential aboard the USNS Mercy, with 
approximately 24 participants comprising of a diverse group 
of experienced men and women currently working in Asia. 
The course will prioritize nominations from national disaster 
management authorities, military, civil defence and police 
organizations, Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, NGOs 
and UN agencies. Participants should be prepared to stay in 
dormitory accommodation with bunk beds.  

For further information, please visit here.


