
 

##Press Release## 

QRCS, IRCS, IFRC sign MoU for Kerala Flood 

Recovery 

Partnership to support mid- and long-term recovery plan in worst 

affected districts 

September 30
th

, 2018 ― Doha: Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS), Indian Red 

Cross Society (IRCS), and the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Societies (IFRC) have signed a tripartite Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) to support the flood-affected communities in Kerala. 

The MoU was formally endorsed at the IRCS NHQ between Dr. R. K. Vats, 

Secretary-General of IRCS, Noora Rashid Al-Dosari, General Director of Relief 

and International Development, QRCS, and Leon Prop, Head of Country Cluster 

Support Team for India, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, and the Maldives, IFRC. 

The recent Kerala floods are one of the worst disasters that the state has faced in 

close to a hundred years. The Red Cross Movement has been responding from the 

very first hours of the disasters, starting with the state and district branch, national 

headquarters, other state branches and National Societies in other countries. 

"We reached out to IRCS with an offer of support and expressed a desire to partner 

in the recovery plan developed based on the needs visible on the ground. The MoU 

is an endorsement of our commitment to support the people of Kerala as they start 

rebuilding their lives," said Ms. Al-Dosari. 

"This MoU embodies the spirit of cooperation and common principles of 

humanitarian response that bring the International Red Cross Red Crescent 

Movement together in times of crisis and need. The partnership will enable IRCS 

and Kerala State branch to implement the mid- and long-term recovery plans, 

including sharing resources and technical expertise," said Dr. Vats. 

"The MoU will promote effective partnership and close cooperation and leverage 

strengths that each has. Detailed individual plans will be agreed upon as well-based 



 

baseline data and response and recovery plans that have been developed," added 

Mr. Prop. 
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About Qatar Red Crescent (QRCS) 

Established in 1978, Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) is a humanitarian volunteering 

organization that aims to assist and empower vulnerable individuals and communities without 

partiality or discrimination. 

QRCS is a member of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, which consists 

of the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and 190 National Societies. QRCS is also a 

member of several GCC, Arab, and Islamic organizations, such as the Islamic Committee of 

International Crescent and the Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross Organization (ARCO). In this 

legally recognized capacity, QRCS has access to disaster and conflict zones, thus serving as an 

auxiliary to the State of Qatar in its humanitarian efforts — a role that distinguishes it from other 

local charities and NGOs. 

QRCS operates both locally and internationally and has ongoing international relief and 

development projects in a number of countries throughout the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and 

Europe. QRCS's humanitarian actions include providing support in disaster preparedness, 

disaster response, risk reduction, and disaster recovery. To mitigate the impact of disasters and 

improve the livelihoods of affected populations, QRCS provides medical services, healthcare, 

and social development to local communities. It is also active at the humanitarian advocacy 

front. With the help of a vast network of trained, committed staff and volunteers, QRCS aspires 

to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. 

QRCS works under the umbrella of the seven international humanitarian principles: Humanity, 

impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service, unity, and universality.  


