
 

##Press Release## 

QRCS protects refugee camps in Bangladesh 

against Coronavirus 

April 7th, 2020 ― Doha: In response to the global Coronavirus 

outbreak, the representation mission of Qatar Red Crescent Society 

(QRCS) in Bangladesh works together with Bangladesh Red Crescent 

Society (BDRCS), the International Federation of the Red Cross and 

Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), and other National Societies operating in 

Bangladesh to protect the population and the Myanmar refugees. 

A humanitarian intervention was launched to help 106 health workers 

and 1,800 families (10,800 individuals) at refugee camps in Cox's Bazar. 

There are plans to increase the number of beneficiaries, in cooperation 

with the partners. 

QRCS’s mission took part in all the coordination and urgent meetings of 

the Movement, whether nationwide or refugee-focused, to keep updated 

about the situation and ensure effective response under the national 

preparedness and response plan of the Government of Bangladesh. 

They work closely with BDRCS to secure the medical supplies for 

medical professionals at camps, including masks, gloves, ventilators, 

sanitizers, oxygen tanks, etc. 

In coordination with the health authorities, QRCS and BDRCS are 

considering the possibility of creating a 20-bed quarantine section at the 

QRCS-operated field hospital, with technical support from IFRC and the 

World Health Organization (WHO). 

At the health centers of Camps 19 and E8, the staff was divided into two 

shifts, to reduce the workforce on duty as per the instructions of the 



 

competent authorities. All the preventive measures were taken to 

regulate and reduce the number of patients at clinics. Currently, QRCS is 

preparing to distribute food parcels to thousands of affected families. 

All the resources of QRCS health centers at Camps 19 and E8 and the 

field hospital at Camp 7 were mobilized for any emergency. QRCS 

medical professionals and staff were provided with personal protection 

equipment (PPE). They received training in the following topics: Early 

Warning, Alert and Response in Emergencies (EWARs), COVID-19 

Surveillance Orientation, Infection Prevention and Control (IPC), and 

Epidemic Control and Disease Prevention. 

Out of a target of 50, 35 community-based health and first aid (CBHFA) 

workers from other organizations were trained and guided in relation to 

Coronavirus. QRCS’s 56 CBHFA workers have made field visits to 

1,100 families, held 154 public sessions, and distributed informative 

fliers to raise awareness against Coronavirus. The target is 1,800 

families and 300 public sessions. 

##End of Text## 

About Qatar Red Crescent (QRCS) 

Established in 1978, Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) is a humanitarian 

volunteering organization that aims to assist and empower vulnerable individuals 

and communities without partiality or discrimination. 

QRCS is a member of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, 

which consists of the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies (IFRC), the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and 191 

National Societies. QRCS is also a member of several GCC, Arab, and Islamic 

organizations, such as the Islamic Committee of International Crescent and the 

Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross Organization (ARCO). In this legally 

recognized capacity, QRCS has access to disaster and conflict zones, thus serving 

as an auxiliary to the State of Qatar in its humanitarian efforts — a role that 

distinguishes it from other local charities and NGOs. 



 

QRCS operates both locally and internationally and has ongoing international 

relief and development projects in a number of countries throughout the Middle 

East, Asia, Africa, and Europe. QRCS's humanitarian actions include providing 

support in disaster preparedness, disaster response, risk reduction, and disaster 

recovery. To mitigate the impact of disasters and improve the livelihoods of 

affected populations, QRCS provides medical services, healthcare, and social 

development to local communities. It is also active at the humanitarian advocacy 

front. With the help of a vast network of trained, committed staff and volunteers, 

QRCS aspires to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power 

of humanity. 

QRCS works under the umbrella of the seven international humanitarian 

principles: Humanity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service, 

unity, and universality. 


