
 

##Press Release## 

QRCS inks pact with Mali Red Cross to open 

regional representation office 

May 25th, 2019 ― Doha: Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) 

has recently signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to 

open a regional representation office in the Republic of Mali, 

which will undertake its relief and development operations in 

West and Central Africa. 

The MoU was signed by Ali Hassan Al-Hammadi, Secretary-

General of QRCS, and Dr. Abdourahmane Cissé, President of 

Mali Red Cross. 

The signing ceremony was also attended by Mamadou Traoré, 

Secretary-General of Mali Red Cross, Rasheed Al-Karouti, 

Head of the new representation office, Abdullah M. Al-Mulla, 

Director of Communication at QRCS, Dr. Fawzi Oussedik, 

Head of International Relations, and Najlaa Al-Haj and Said 

Tijani from QRCS Relief and International Development 

Division. 

Mr. Al-Hammadi said he was happy for signing this agreement. 

“It confirms the bilateral will to work together to meet the needs 

of the most vulnerable communities in Mali and neighbors,” he 

commented. “Poverty and domestic conflict have weighed 

heavily on the humanitarian conditions in those countries. It is 

our duty at QRCS to build partnerships with the fellow Red 



 

Cross societies there, to ensure intensive cooperation and wider 

outreach”. 

Dr. Cissé stressed the important of the agreement as a 

framework for future bilateral cooperation to deal with the rising 

humanitarian challenges. “We need to enhance our operational 

capacity and support the central headquarters, as well as the 

domestic branches,” he noted. “This can be possible with such a 

strong, balanced, flexible, and long-term understanding and 

cooperation as with QRCS”. 

Under the five-year agreement, the two parties will fulfil the 

needs of the vulnerable groups, with a view to making a positive 

impact on their overall living conditions. QRCS commits itself 

to backing Mali Red Cross, for the latter to be able to respond 

well to the priorities of intervention in a self-sustaining manner. 

They agreed to coordinate with other components of the 

International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement on 

developing an emergency response strategy. The bilateral 

partnership will translate into humanitarian operations where the 

geographic features, required activities, and respective strategic 

approaches are taken into consideration. 

The new regional representation office will facilitate 

communication, follow up with the existing operations, and 

launch new ones in Mali and other Sub-Saharan countries. Other 

forms of cooperation include transfer and integration of 

knowledge, exchange of experience, promotion of the best 



 

humanitarian practices, and expanded cooperation on common 

issues. 

##End of Text## 

About Qatar Red Crescent (QRCS) 

Established in 1978, Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) is a humanitarian 

volunteering organization that aims to assist and empower vulnerable individuals 

and communities without partiality or discrimination. 

QRCS is a member of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, 

which consists of the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies (IFRC), the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and 191 

National Societies. QRCS is also a member of several GCC, Arab, and Islamic 

organizations, such as the Islamic Committee of International Crescent and the 

Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross Organization (ARCO). In this legally 

recognized capacity, QRCS has access to disaster and conflict zones, thus serving 

as an auxiliary to the State of Qatar in its humanitarian efforts — a role that 

distinguishes it from other local charities and NGOs. 

QRCS operates both locally and internationally and has ongoing international 

relief and development projects in a number of countries throughout the Middle 

East, Asia, Africa, and Europe. QRCS's humanitarian actions include providing 

support in disaster preparedness, disaster response, risk reduction, and disaster 

recovery. To mitigate the impact of disasters and improve the livelihoods of 

affected populations, QRCS provides medical services, healthcare, and social 

development to local communities. It is also active at the humanitarian advocacy 

front. With the help of a vast network of trained, committed staff and volunteers, 

QRCS aspires to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power 

of humanity. 

QRCS works under the umbrella of the seven international humanitarian 

principles: Humanity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service, 

unity, and universality. 


