
 

##Press Release## 

QRCS initiates WATSAN project in Afghan remote 

areas 

March 25th, 2019 ― Doha: Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) has inaugurated a 

humanitarian project to provide water and sanitation (WATSAN) services in 

remote and underserved areas of Afghanistan. 

The one-year project is estimated to help a total of 25,930 persons in 28 villages of 

seven districts across the provinces of Kandahar, Helmand, Farah, Kabul, and 

Nimruz. 

Funded completely by QRCS, the project involves a series of activities worth 

$720,000. In three provinces, 16 water wells will be dug and equipped with solar 

pumps in 16 schools, to provide clean water for 16,000 students and teachers. Also, 

there will be awareness-raising programs on how to use these utilities. 

In addition, 15 buildings will be constructed, each consisting of six toilets, ablution 

areas, and sewage systems in 15 high-density schools in northern Afghanistan. A 

similar building of 20 toilets and 40 ablution areas will be constructed for the 3,000 

students and teachers of the Darul-Uloom College in Bagrami District, Kabul. 

In western provinces, 66 water wells will be dug and equipped with manual pumps, 

to secure the water needs of more than 990 families. 

The project is co-implemented with the Afghan Education and Aid Organization 

under a memorandum of understanding (MoU). The selection, location, and 

prioritization of beneficiaries is coordinated with the regional offices of the 

Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and Development (MRRD), the provincial and 

district authorities, and local community leaders. 

“The purpose of this project is to improve the health conditions and lifestyles, 

reduce water-borne diseases, upgrade sanitation services, and provide potable 

water in remote and inaccessible areas,” said Ali bin Hassan Al-Hammadi, 

Secretary-General of QRCS. 



 

He wished that the project would help meet the water needs for drinking and 

personal use in needy areas, enhance WATSAN services, and promote good water-

related practices in the target communities. “It is beneficial particularly for school 

students, as it will save the time spent in search for clean water. As a result, they 

will be able to study better,” he added. 

According to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs’ (OCHA) Humanitarian Response Plan 2017 (HRP), over half of the 

Afghan population still lack clean drinking water and sanitation facilities. The 

situation is made even worse by the displacement waves due to war and disasters, 

as well as the huge influx of returnees from Pakistan and other neighbors. 

Abdul-Malik, a beneficiary from Arghandab, Kandahar, commented, “Many 

thanks for QRCS. Your presence here today is a symbol of support for the entire 

Afghan people. We are grateful for your significant services, which overcome a 

chronic water problem for thousands of people”. 

Fadhl M. Fayadan, Director of the Afghan Education and Aid Organization valued 

the partnership with QRCS, which had reached out to many beneficiaries. “Last 

year, we worked together on a similar project. The new project is a further step in 

our efforts in the best interest of conflict-affected populations in Afghanistan,” he 

stated. 
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About Qatar Red Crescent (QRCS) 

Established in 1978, Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) is a humanitarian volunteering 

organization that aims to assist and empower vulnerable individuals and communities without 

partiality or discrimination. 

QRCS is a member of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, which consists 

of the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and 191 National Societies. QRCS is also a 

member of several GCC, Arab, and Islamic organizations, such as the Islamic Committee of 

International Crescent and the Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross Organization (ARCO). In this 

legally recognized capacity, QRCS has access to disaster and conflict zones, thus serving as an 

auxiliary to the State of Qatar in its humanitarian efforts — a role that distinguishes it from other 

local charities and NGOs. 

QRCS operates both locally and internationally and has ongoing international relief and 

development projects in a number of countries throughout the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and 



 

Europe. QRCS's humanitarian actions include providing support in disaster preparedness, 

disaster response, risk reduction, and disaster recovery. To mitigate the impact of disasters and 

improve the livelihoods of affected populations, QRCS provides medical services, healthcare, 

and social development to local communities. It is also active at the humanitarian advocacy 

front. With the help of a vast network of trained, committed staff and volunteers, QRCS aspires 

to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. 

QRCS works under the umbrella of the seven international humanitarian principles: Humanity, 

impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service, unity, and universality. 


