
 

99 Cases Received in 45 Days 

QRCS Initiates 2
nd

 Phase of Preterm Baby Incubators 

for Syrian Refugees in Lebanon 

March 1
st
, 2016 ― Doha: Building upon the success of the first phase of its 

preterm neonatal health care project for Syrian refugees in Lebanon, Qatar Red 

Crescent Society (QRCS) has launched the second phase of the project to cover 

more preterm infants who need intensive medical care. 

Based on the feedback from the first phase, the mechanisms of work were 

optimized for the new phase, in order to ensure maximum financial and medical 

control. 

Three hospitals (Bekaa, Dr. Hamed Farhat, and Tripoli) were contracted for six 

months renewable. The doctors emphasized the importance of the program to serve 

the Syrian refugees. The cases referred by the medical consultant are admitted 

directly, and all the cost is covered. 

Within 45 days of the second phase, a total of 99 newborns benefited from medical 

care, including 59 males and 40 females. The cost amounted to $30,179, with full 

coverage of 65 cases and partial coverage of 22 cases. 

Dr. Hamed Farhat Hospital received 58 cases, compared to 22 and 19 cases in 

Tripoli Hospital and Bekaa Hospital, respectively. Already, 87 cases have been 

released, while 12 cases are still under medical care. The stay of beneficiary babies 

totaled 640 days, with an average of 7.36 days per case. 

QRCS has another preterm birth care for Syrian refugees in Lebanon, funded by 

Qatar Charity. Under that project, four hospitals (Bekaa, Chtaura, Dr. Hamed 

Farhat, and Tripoli) were contracted to offer medical care for preterm infants. 

The hospitals were provided with medical supplies and medicines, and a pediatric 

consultant was hired to examine and diagnose the cases to see how long they need 

to be put in incubators. 

The project was the product of a survey done by QRCS mission in Lebanon about 

the conditions of Syrian refugees there, to identify the strengths and weaknesses in 



 

the health services offered by health care providers. The study showed the 

necessity of extending medical support for the Syrians and paying for the costs of 

premature birth hospitalization. 

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

covers 75% of the costs for registered Syrian families only, excluding other 

informal refugees. Even the 25% cannot be afforded by the registered Syrian 

families due to lack of income. 

##End## 

About Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) 

Established in 1978, Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) is a humanitarian charitable 

organization that aims to assist and empower vulnerable individuals and communities without 

partiality or discrimination. 

QRCS is a member of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, which consists 

of the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) in Geneva, the 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and 190 National Societies. QRCS is also a 

member of several Gulf, Arab, and Islamic assemblies, such as: the Islamic Committee of 

International Crescent and the Secretariat-General of the Arab Organization of Red Crescent and 

Red Cross. In this legally recognized capacity, QRCS has access to disaster and conflict zones, 

thus serving as an auxiliary to the State of Qatar in its humanitarian efforts, a role that 

distinguishes it from other local charitable or philanthropic organizations. 

QRCS operates both locally and internationally and has ongoing international relief and 

development projects in a number of countries throughout the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and 

Europe. QRCS's humanitarian actions include providing support in disaster preparedness, 

disaster response, risk reduction, and disaster recovery. To mitigate the impact of disasters and 

improve the livelihoods of affected populations, QRCS provides medical services, healthcare, 

and social development to local communities. It is also active at the humanitarian advocacy 

front. With the help of a vast network of trained, committed staff and volunteers, QRCS aspires 

to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. As a reflection 

of its long-standing accomplishments and credibility, QRCS's Chairman, Dr. Mohammed Al-

Maadheed, is former Vice-President of the IFRC. 

Qatar Red Crescent works under the umbrella of the seven international humanitarian principles: 

Humanity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service, unity, and universality. 

For more information about Qatar Red Crescent, please contact Mr. Fareed Adnan, Head of 

Media Affairs, Communication Department, Tel.: +974 5583 7338, email: fareed@qrcs.org.qa. 

Or you can visit our website: www.qrcs.org.qa, or like and follow our social media pages: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/QatarRedCrescent 

Twitter/ Instgram: @QRCS 



 

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/qatar-red-crescent 


