
	  

QRCS Delegation Attends GCC Red Crescent 
Meeting, Humanitarian Conference in Riyadh 

April 23rd, 2016 ― Doha: A high-profile delegation of Qatar Red Crescent 
Society (QRCS) participated in the 12th meeting of the Committee of Presidents of 
Red Crescent Societies in the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf's 
(GCC). 

The meeting was hosted by the Saudi Red Crescent Authority (SRCA) in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia. 

QRCS was represented by Dr. Mohamed bin Ghanem Al-Ali Al-Maadheed, 
President, Mr. Saleh bin Ali Al-Mohannadi, Secretary-General, and Dr. Fawzi 
Oussedik, Head of International Relations. 

The meeting discussed humanitarian issues of concern for the GCC Red Crescent 
societies, including volunteerism, exchange of experience and information on 
humanitarian projects for the distressed countries, unified approaches to 
humanitarian issues in various regional and international platforms, and the joint 
humanitarian projects for Syrian refugees in Lebanon. 

Other agenda items included the coordination of humanitarian aid to Yemen, a 
proposal to announce a GCC Red Crescent Day, enhancement of relations between 
the GCC Secretariat-General and the Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross 
Organization (ARCO) in common approaches during Arab and international 
conferences, and follow-up of the Restoring Family Links program. 

Two days earlier, a preparatory meeting had been held for top officials of GCC 
Red Crescent societies. 

SRCA organized a three-day media exhibition to highlight the humanitarian and 
relief efforts of GCC National Societies through videos, images, and publications. 

The visitors also took a tour of the permanent documentary gallery at SRCA 
headquarters. 



	  

In the end of the meetings, the participating delegations thanked H.E. Prince Faisal 
Bin Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz, SRCA President, for hosting the meeting and the 
exhibition. 

The next meeting is scheduled to be held in Bahrain, on the occasion of the first 
GCC Red Crescent Day, to be set during the meeting of the Media and Awareness 
Committee in June 2016. 

On the sidelines of the meeting, Dr. Al-Maadheed participated in a three-day 
academic conference held by Naif Arab University for Security Sciences 
(NAUSS), in cooperation with the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

Under the theme of 'Humanitarian Work: Its Horizons and Challenges', the event 
was attended by 420 participants from Arab, European, and Asian ministries of 
interior, justice, social affairs, information, environment, and health, as well as Red 
Crescent societies, relevant institutions, and UN agencies. 

In his speech, Dr. Al-Maadheed gave a presentation about QRCS's history and 
humanitarian mission. "We have more than 1000 personnel in 40 countries. Most 
of our work is in conflict zones," he said. 

"QRCS is part of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, which 
has 150 years of experience, logistic capacity, and accumulated knowledge, with a 
network of 190 National Societies around the world, inspired by the seven 
international humanitarian principles: Humanity, impartiality, neutrality, 
independence, voluntary service, unity, and universality. 

"In relation to war, there are specific mechanisms to act, under the supervision of 
international organizations and conventions. In civil war, however, the situation is 
too shaky like quicksand. 

"Humanitarian action and diplomacy are part of the soft power of any nation. 
Humanitarian and charitable organizations reflect the image of the state abroad, 
within the applicable guidelines and rules, while keeping their autonomy to attain 
their humanitarian potential. 

##End## 



	  

About Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) 
Established in 1978, Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) is a humanitarian charitable 
organization that aims to assist and empower vulnerable individuals and communities without 
partiality or discrimination. 
QRCS is a member of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, which consists 
of the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) in Geneva, 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and 190 National Societies. QRCS is also 
a member of several Gulf, Arab, and Islamic assemblies, such as: the Islamic Committee of 
International Crescent and the Secretariat-General of the Arab Organization of Red Crescent and 
Red Cross. In this legally recognized capacity, QRCS has access to disaster and conflict zones, 
thus serving as an auxiliary to the State of Qatar in its humanitarian efforts, a role that 
distinguishes it from other local charitable or philanthropic organizations. 
QRCS operates both locally and internationally and has ongoing international relief and 
development projects in a number of countries throughout the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and 
Europe. QRCS's humanitarian actions include providing support in disaster preparedness, 
disaster response, risk reduction, and disaster recovery. To mitigate the impact of disasters and 
improve the livelihoods of affected populations, QRCS provides medical services, healthcare, 
and social development to local communities. It is also active at the humanitarian advocacy 
front. With the help of a vast network of trained, committed staff and volunteers, QRCS aspires 
to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. As a reflection 
of its long-standing accomplishments and credibility, QRCS's Chairman, Dr. Mohammed Al-
Maadheed, is former Vice-President of the IFRC. 
Qatar Red Crescent works under the umbrella of the seven international humanitarian principles: 
Humanity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service, unity, and universality. 
For more information about Qatar Red Crescent, please contact Mr. Fareed Adnan, Head of 
Media Affairs, Communication Department, Tel.: +974 5583 7338, email: fareed@qrcs.org.qa. 
Or you can visit our website: www.qrcs.org.qa, or like and follow our social media pages: 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/QatarRedCrescent 
Twitter/ Instgram: @QRCS 
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/qatar-red-crescent 


