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288 individuals 
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GBV and PSEA 
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7,514  
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messages
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individuals 
provided with 
protection 
assistance
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Overview
During this quarter, IOM’s Protection and Gender-Based Violence (GBV) team continue to support IOM’s humanitarian sector 
response in mainstreaming protection, PSEA, gender equality, and GBV considerations. IOM also continue to provide targeted 
protection assistance, undertake activities for GBV response and prevention, and the inclusion of persons with disabilities. 

Protection
In collaboration with the Protection Cluster, IOM’s Protection 
team in Wau supported two protection assessments in 
Mapel and Macongo Bas in Jur River. IOM’s Protection team 
continue to utilize the twin-track approach to support persons 
with disabilities by advocating for mainstreaming disability 
inclusion, including the provision of targeted protection 
assistance to persons with disabilities, and working with 
Organizations for Persons with Disabilities. In partnership 
with the Jubek State Union of Visually Impaired Persons and 
the South Sudan Association of Visually Impaired Persons, 
IOM supported mobility orientation training and provision 
of assistive devices to persons with visual impairment. In 
addition, IOM continued targeted protection assistance for 

the flood-affected communities in the Abyei Administrative 
Area, which included referrals for shelter and medical 
assistance, as well as assistance for access rights. 

Furthermore, IOM supported Organizations for Persons 
with Disabilities in Wau and Juba with capacity building on 
COVID-19 messaging, including supporting them to conduct 
radio shows around the need for inclusion of persons with 
disabilities in the COVID-19 response. In addition, IOM 
provided face masks, buckets, and soap to support persons 
with disabilities with infection, prevention, and control. 



Human interest story

IOM’s women and girls’ friendly space continued to 
provide information on access to health and other 
relevant services in Juba.  In collaboration with national 
partner, Active Youth Agency (AYA), IOM registered 
110 women and girls for skills-building activities, 
including face mask production, food cover making, and 
baking. During the skill-building sessions, awareness-
raising was conducted before the practical session on 
topics including GBV, WASH, reproductive health, and 
COVID-19 prevention. 

IOM conducted two GBV assessments in Kajo Keji and 
Abyei to map existing GBV services on the ground, 
including health sector responses to GBV. Gaps 
identified include lack of trained health personnel to 
respond to GBV incidents, lack of medication for case 
management, and weak coordination between health 

partners, which limits the survivors’ access to life-saving interventions. Following this assessment, IOM conducted a three-day 
training for 13 health partner staff (3 women, 10 men) in Abyei to address the gaps identified.

Through GBV awareness raising activities conducted in Juba with AYA, and in Wau by the IOM GBV team, a total of 4,635 
individuals (1,554 women, 1,178 girls, 895 men, and 1,008 boys) were engaged through hygiene promotion and COVID-19 
prevention messages. AYA also conducted four live radio talk show programmes on 88.4 City FM in Juba County on available 
GBV services and how to access them and discussed different types of violence. To mark Menstrual Hygiene Day on 28 May, 
AYA conducted a campaign encouraging men and boys to understand menstrual hygiene and break taboos on menstruation. 
Through this event, 232 individuals (117 women, 68 girls, 42 men, 5 boys) were engaged in changing harmful social norms and 
practices related to menstrual hygiene and on advocating for accessibility to hygiene products for women and girls. 

As part of IOM’s COVID-19 prevention activities to address the gendered impacts and risks of the pandemic, IOM trained 78 
community hygiene promoters in Juba (43 women, 35 men) on GBV mainstreaming to integrate messages on gender equality 
and GBV into hygiene promotion activities, including messages adapted to the COVID-19 context. 
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Ms. Jenty Nyoka, a 34-year-old woman with visual 
impairment, benefited from orientation and mobility 
training, which IOM supported in partnership with the 
Jubek State Union of Visually Impaired Persons ( JSUVIP) in 
June 2020. The mobility and orientation training support 
persons with visual impairment to understand their 
environment and learn landmarks, as well as engage in 
peer to peer learning. Ms. Nyoka shared her experience 
with the IOM team a month after the training. She 
expressed that before the training, she had not known 
that she would be able to live a normal life after losing 
her eyesight about four years ago, “Before I attended this 
training, I couldn’t even move within my home compound 
without assistance, but now I can.”

Jenty says she is now able to visit her neighbour and go 
to church without assistance because of the training. She 
has also resumed her domestic activities, such as washing 
and ironing clothes, which she had not been doing since 
she lost her eyesight. Jenty also said the training offered 
her the opportunity to meet fellow individuals with similar 
experiences. 
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