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PRICE WATCH December 2012 Prices January 31, 2013 

Key messages:  
 

 In West Africa, food prices were stable or decreased in December 2012 as staple food availability continued to improve 
with the ongoing marketing season.  

 In East Africa, staple food prices continued to decline seasonally in most markets in December 2012. Price decreases 
were slowed in Sudan and Uganda by high inflation and transports costs and in Kenya due to below-average production 
levels. In South Sudan, civil insecurity resulted in localized price increases. Maize prices increased in Tanzania and in the 
eastern semi-arid agro-pastoral zone of Rwanda due to delayed rains and poor rainfall distribution.       

 In Southern Africa, food prices increased in December 2012 as the lean season progressed. Localized production 
shortfalls, rising fuel costs, and strong export and institutional demand exerted upward pressure on food prices in 
Malawi, Tanzania, Central Mozambique, and Southern Zimbabwe.    

 In Haiti, staple food prices decreased or remained stable at high levels in December 2012 due to stable supplies from 
international markets and ongoing pigeon pea harvests. In Central America, staple food prices were seasonally stable 
or decreased slightly in December with the ongoing Postrera harvests.  

 In Afghanistan and Tajikistan, wheat flour and grain prices were stable or decreased in December 2012. Prices 
increased in markets supplied by high-priced regional imports and affected by local marketing constraints.  

 International maize and wheat prices remained stable at high levels in December 2012 due to tight global supplies and 
strong import demand (Figure 1). Rice export prices were stable, while soybean and palm oil prices declined further in 
December 2012. International reference prices remain high and vulnerable to evolving global market conditions. 

Figure 1. Food commodity prices in selected international markets, January 2009 – December 2012 

  

Sources: FAO and World Bank. 
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The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) monitors trends in staple food prices in countries vulnerable to food insecurity. The 

Price Watch provides an update on trends in selected urban centers. Prices trends for key reference markets and commodities are made 
available in the Price Watch Annexes 1 and 2. FEWS NET gratefully acknowledges partner organizations, ministries of agriculture, national 
market information systems, the Regional Agricultural Intelligence Network, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), the World Food Program (WFP), and other partners, for assistance in providing price data. 
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OVERVIEW 

 
Current situation. International maize and wheat reference prices increased considerably during the second half of 2012 
while rice prices were generally stable.  Maize export prices in the U.S. Gulf of Mexico increased by 23 percent between 
June and July 2012 as drought conditions throughout much of the U.S. set in. These sharp prices increases were transmitted 
fairly quickly to international reference markets but were followed by a period of price stability through the end of 2012 at  
high levels as more information about the impacts of the U.S. drought on global maize supply and utilization prospects 
became available. Wheat prices on the other hand increased steadily between May and November 2012 in key export 
markets of Argentina, France, Kazakhstan, Ukraine, and the United States.   Both Maize and wheat prices remained stable 
at high levels in December 2012 (Figure 1).  This price stability has been attributed to reduced recent reductions in total 
demand estimates and slight increases in global production and carry-over stock estimates. In January 2013, the 
International Grains Council reported that grains consumption is expected to contract for the first time in 14 years during 
the 2012/13 production and marketing year while global grain stocks are expected to reach a six-year low. 
 
South American maize exports played an important role in international maize trade flows during the fourth quarter of 
2012 due to favorable marketing conditions and expectations of an average to above-average upcoming production season. 
Indeed, U.S. maize export opportunities were constrained by December 2012 as a result of competitive maize prices from 
both Brazil and Argentina, and to a lesser extent, Ukraine. The January 2013 USDA Feed Outlook report notes that although 
Brazilian maize exports are expected to reach record-high levels during the 2012/13 marketing year, exports are likely to 
slow considerably in the early months of 2013 as the priority for marketing infrastructure, like ports and storage facilities, 
shift to soybeans.  
 
Continued downward production and carryover estimates due to unfavorable weather conditions in key wheat exporting 
countries led to sustained high prices through December 2012; trade policies in key exporting countries may alleviate 
upward price pressure in the coming months. Despite high prices and tight stocks, in December, 2012, the Ukraine had 
already exceeded its export limit of 5.9 million tons.  Exports from India, among the world’s largest wheat producers, are 
expected to increase due to the availability of ample supplies through both the public and private marketing systems and 
competitive prices for some wheat grades.  Despite the availability of surpluses from successive bumper crops, marketing 
infrastructure constraints may limit Indian exports destined for key markets in the Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa, and 
Southeast Asia in the short-term.  
 
Rice export prices in South Asia and Southeast Asia were stable between November and December 2012 (Figure 1). 
Global rice production estimates in 2012/13 are on track surpass the record harvests of 2011/12. Ample stocks are still 
available from the bumper crop experienced in key exporting countries in 2011/12.  Prices were stable for most rice grades 
in Thailand, Vietnam, and Pakistan due to strong demand from countries in West Africa, Central Asia, and from China. In 
Thailand, the government’s Paddy Pledging Scheme is believed to have boosted production, but administered prices are 
generally perceived as uncompetitive vis-à-vis other exporters. As a result, the January 2013 USDA FAS Grain Circular 
reports that rice prices in both India and Vietnam are more competitive, attracting stronger export demand in 2012 than in 
previous years. Traders in coastal West Africa are believed to have amassed stocks in anticipation of changes to customs 
duty and tariff levels in the coming months.  
 
Soybean and palm oil export prices decline further between November and December 2012 as global 2012/13 production 
prospects continued to improve. Strong international demand continues to maintain high vegetable oil prices compared to 
previous years. Global soybean, soybean oil, and palm oil prices may decline considerably in early 2013 with the arrival of 
large anticipated harvests in South America and Southeast Asia.   
 
The FAO Food Price Index remained stable in December 2012 (Figure 2) and well below the peak reached in early 2011. This 
is attributed to recent reductions in global oil/fats and sugar prices and the stability of global cereals prices that have jointly 
offset dairy price increases.  Food prices remain high compared to previous years and quite vulnerable to evolving market 
conditions in key exporting countries. 
 

 

http://www.igc.int/en/downloads/gmrsummary/gmrsumme.pdf
http://www.ers.usda.gov/media/983308/fds13a.pdf
http://www.fas.usda.gov/psdonline/circulars/grain.pdf
http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/wfs-home/foodpricesindex/en/
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Staple food price trends followed their seasonal 
patterns across many FEWS NET countries in 
December 2012 (Figure 2). In West Africa, staple 
food prices remained stable or decreased in 
December 2012 as supplies from the 2012/13 
harvests continued to arrive on markets. Strong 
end-of-year livestock demand combined with 
good pastoral conditions contributed to 
increases in livestock prices, thereby increasing 
pastoralist terms of trade. There was a rupture of 
commercial flows with the intensification of the 
crisis in north Mali starting in early January 2013, 
resulting in reduced staple food availability in 
northern Mali’s major urban centers.  In East 
Africa, staple food prices continued to decline in 
most markets in December as supplies from 
recent harvests continued to arrive on markets. 
These seasonal price decreases slowed due to 
high inflation and transports costs in Sudan and Uganda, and below-average production levels in Kenya. In South Sudan, 
sorghum prices increased in Wau and Aweil due to market disruptions resulting from civil insecurity in Wau. In Tanzania, 
prices continued to rise with the delayed harvest and expectation of below normal November-to-January season harvest. In 
Rwanda, poor rainfall distribution in the eastern semi-arid agro-pastoral zone delayed maize and bean harvests by one 
month and negatively impacted total crop production levels resulting in some atypical price increases. Banana 
Xanthomonas Wilt (BXW) continues to adversely affect banana production, market supplies, and prices throughout the 
country. In Southern Africa, staple food prices continued to rise between November and December 2012, in line with 
typical lean season trends. Localized production shortfalls, macroeconomic instability, high fuel costs, and demand for 
regional exports and national grain reserves exerted strong upward pressure on staple food price levels in some markets in 
Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, and Tanzania. In Haiti, the prices of maize flour and imported rice and wheat flour remained 
stable at high levels in December due to stable supplies from international markets while black bean prices decreased with 
the increased availability of pigeon peas supplies from ongoing harvests. In Central America, staple food prices were 
seasonally stable or decreased slightly in December 2012 with ongoing Postrera harvests. In Afghanistan and Tajikistan, 
wheat flour and grain prices were stable or decreased in December 2012. Prices increased in markets supplied by high-
priced regional imports and affected by local marketing constraints.  Wheat grain prices in Afghanistan remain lower than 
or at their respective 2011 levels in most markets. This can be largely attributed to near-record domestic wheat production 
in 2012, which reduced aggregate import requirements. 

Fuel prices have risen significantly in many countries monitored by FEWS NET over the past year , mainly as a result of 
gradual price increases in international oil markets since 2010. In December 2012, world crude oil prices were stable. The 
effects of high world prices have been particularly acute in countries like Nigeria and Malawi where government fuel 
subsidies have been reduced and where the local currency has depreciated significantly in recent months. High and variable 
fuel prices continue to put additional stress on food markets, particularly in structurally deficit areas monitored by FEWS 
NET. 

Outlook. The International Grains Council (IGC) expects global grains carryover stocks of grains to decline slightly 
between 2011/12 and 2012/13. Although global carryover wheat stocks have increased since 2008/09, maize stocks have 
declined with rapidly-growing utilization, particularly for animal feed. Maize prices in key global reference markets are 
expected to remain relatively stable but at high levels through the beginning of the Southern Hemisphere maize harvest 
period, beginning in March 2013. Global wheat production is expected to decrease in 2012/13 due to decreases in output in 
many high-use and exporting countries, resulting in sustained high prices in many key-exporting countries. Global rice 
production in 2012/13 is expected to set a new record high. Rice prices in key reference markets are expected to remain 
relatively stable due to strong global demand, as they have throughout 2012. Oilseed prices may decline considerably as a 
result of above-average production in key exporting countries in South America and South East Asia.  

Figure 2. FEWS NET regional price indices and FAO Food Price 

Index, January 2009 – December 2012 

 
Sources: FAO and FEWS NET. 
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WEST AFRICA 

Current situation. In West Africa, the 2012/13 agricultural 
production season progressed normally throughout much of the 
region, despite crop losses due to flooding and a drawn-out rainy 
season in some areas. In December 2012, rain-fed sorghum and 
maize and flood recession rice harvests were still under way, while 
off-season vegetable and potato production firmly set in. Food 
availability was generally good throughout the region in December 
2012, with stable or declining prices compared to the previous 
month (Figure 3). Indeed, traders who sourced cereals from 
distant markets throughout the region in 2011 are believed to be 
sourcing locally this year due to favorable local marketing 
conditions. Several West African governments made 
announcements in November to procure cereals for humanitarian 
interventions and to replenish their national security stocks (Stocks 
de Security National, SSN). However, as of the beginning of January 
2013, only a few countries started procurement, including Burkina 
Faso and Chad.   
 
Cereals markets are relatively well supplied throughout the 
region and cross border trade flows were generally unhindered in 
December 2012. Local internal trade restrictions were reported in 
Nigeria and Chad, and between Mauritania and Mali. Millet 
markets are currently relatively well supplied throughout the 
region following seasonal trends.  Localized price increases that 
occurred in November, stabilized or decreased in December as 
perishable cash crop stocks depleted and households turned to 
cereals marketing. These price trends have been further reinforced 
by stable market demand— typical during a year of good 
production. Maize production was above-average throughout 
much of the region and markets are generally well supplied.  Maize 
prices were stable between November and December 2012 and 
below their respective 2011 levels throughout the region. 
December 2012 maize prices on many markets in the eastern and 
central basins were within range of their respective five-year average levels. Rice prices in the CFA Franc zones are generally 
stable and are lower than their respective 2011 levels on several markets in Senegal, Mali, Niger, and Chad. These price 
trends are generally attributed to the roll out of government input subsidies designed to boost local rice production and 
periods of duty free rice imports, particularly in Niger and Senegal. Imported rice prices have gradually increased in 
Mauritania and Ghana since 2011 due to the persistent depreciation of the Mauritanian Ouguiya (10 percent) and the 
Ghanaian Cedi (27 percent) between July 2011 and December 2012. Pastoral grazing conditions have been very good this 
year with abundant forage and water availability across the entire region in December. Favorable pastoral conditions 
combined with strong livestock demand in preparation for end-of-year festivities resulted in steady livestock price increases 
through December. Terms of trade are generally in favor of pastoralists despite relatively high millet prices. However, with 
the intensification of the crisis in north Mali, there was rupture in staple food and livestock flows in the affected areas 
beginning in early January.  
 

In the region’s eastern basin (Benin, Niger, Nigeria, and Chad) staple food markets operated normally in December 2012.  
In the absence of formal cross-border trade restrictions, staple foods circulated more or less freely between the surplus 
Soudanian zones and the deficit zones of the Sahel. Although staple food prices remained high compared to their five-year 

Figure 3. Price trends in selected markets in West 

Africa  

 
 

 
 

 
Note: the figures follow the marketing year in each 

country. 

Sources: SIMA Niger, and FEWS NET.  
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FEWS NET is currently monitoring the dynamic situations in both 

Northern Mali and the Niger and Benue River Basins of Nigeria to 

better understand their respective current and future impacts on local 

and regional staple food markets. 



PRICE WATCH January 2013 
 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 5 

 

average levels, they were stable or decreased between November and December 2012, thereby improving staple food 
access.  

In many parts of Nigeria, well-supplied markets continued to function normally in December. Maize, millet, and sorghum 
prices were stable or decreased seasonally with the exception of maize prices in Kano and millet prices in Kaura which both 
increased by 11 percent between November and December 2012 as a result of decreased supplies due to flooding in source 
zones. Agro-industrial cereals demand for food, feed, and beverage processing is believed to have declined in the past year 
as a result of relatively high operating costs due to high input (cereals and fuel) prices, limited financing opportunities, and 
reduced end product demand because of the unfavorable macroeconomic environment. Many agro-industrial firms are 
believed to be operating well below capacity. Retail fuel prices increased steadily by 13 to 17 percent across Nigeria 
between August and November of 2012 and then stabilized at high levels in December (30 and 80 percent above their 
respective five-year average levels in Ibadan and Kano). Relatively high fuel prices, combined with frequent fuel shortages 
have put upward pressure on cereals transport costs. Modest cereals price differentials between Nigeria and the Sahel 
persist and when compounded with high transport costs result in limited incentives to export grain into neighboring 
countries. These internal and cross-border trade trends have been further reinforced by the effects of civil insecurity which 
has led to an increase in the number of road checkpoints and driven traders to transport only small quantities over long 
distances.  

In Benin, maize and yams continue to arrive on markets from the country’s main production zones in December 2012. 
Market supplies were sufficient to meet local demand resulting in stable prices on most markets in part because of a 
reduction in the number of Sahelian traders present on markets compared to a year earlier. In December 2012, maize 
prices were 10 and 13 percent lower than their respective 2011 levels in Cotonou and Parakou, and on par with their five-
year average levels. In Niger, cereals markets were adequately supplied in December 2012 as producers shifted towards 
cereals marketing once they finished selling their perishable cash crops. Traders also began selling off stocks that had 
been retained in anticipation of institutional procurement calls. Household, trader, and pastoralist cereals demand remains 
stable as they continue to replenish stocks depleted in 2011/12. Cereals prices were therefore stable throughout Niger 
between November and December 2012 and compared to their respective 2011 levels. Millet prices remain, on average, 28 
percent above their respective five-year average levels. In Chad, staple food markets were well supplied in December 
2012 due to bumper harvests earlier in the year. Staple food prices were stable or declined on most markets between 
November and December 2012. Exceptions to this general trends occurred in Abeche and Sarh where millet prices 
increased by 11 and 12 percent respectively, and in Moundou where sorghum prices increased by 19 percent due 
institutional purchases. Cereals transfers from the soudanian towards sahelian zones are reported to have declined since 
the same period in 2011 because of above-average local production in the Sahel while preventive measures have also been 
taken by the governors of Logon Occidental and Mandoul to prohibit cereals exports out of their administrative units in an 
effort to keep prices low during the post-harvest period.   

In the region’s central and western basins, staple food markets were well supplied in December 2012.  Locally produced 
maize, sorghum, and rice prices are generally within range of their respective five-year average levels.  Millet prices remain 
well above their respective five-year average levels as market supplies this year, while very good, have been insufficient to 
drive prices down to their respective seasonal-average levels. This is in part due to strong relatively strong demand along 
the marketing chain, but also due to producers favoring cash crop over millet marketing in some of the basin’s surplus-
producing areas.    

In Burkina Faso, millet prices declined sharply in December and households sold off stocks to pay for end of year 
celebrations.  Despite seasonal decreases, cereals prices remain well above their respective five-year average levels in both 
structurally surplus and deficit zones. December 2012 maize and sorghum prices were below their respective 2011 levels in 
both the country’s production and consumption zones. However millet supplies remained inadequate to induce prices to 
decline below their respective 2011 levels in Ouagadougou, Koudougou, and Slolenzo. In Mali, staple food markets were 
adequately supplied in December 2012. Cereals supplies in the southern and central areas of the country improved at the 
end of the year as new millet, maize, and sorghum harvests arrived onto markets. Millet prices declined up to 26 percent in 
Mopti and up to 29 percent in Kayes between November and December 2012.  These December price trends brought staple 
food prices closer to their respective five-year average levels. In Northern Mali, staple food supplies improved in 
December 2012, particularly for locally produced rice. In this part of the country, markets are typically supplied through a 
combination of local production, inflows from Southern Mali, and Algerian imports.  Prices have been declining or stable in 
recent months, with the exception of millet prices in Gao which increased by 10 percent between November and December 
2012 due to increased market demand once food aid distributions ended. However, with the intensification of civil 
insecurity beginning in mid-January 2013, staple food flows into areas like Gao, Kidal, and Timbuktu were temporarily 
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suspended.  Although markets continue to operate, locally produced and imported commodity prices began increasing in 
the second week of January 2013 due to limited trader stocks. 

In Mauritania, local and imported commodity supplies were satisfactory in December 2012, but below those observed at 
the same time in recent years. These trends are due in part to continued restrictions on cross-border trade flows into Mali. 
Rainfed crop producing households limited their staple food sales in late 2012 because of uncertainty surrounding the 
performance of ongoing flood recession harvests (late 2012 to early 2013) due to the risk of losses from pests, including 
granivorous birds, thereby limiting market supplies. Nevertheless, sorghum and local rice prices continued to decline 
between November and December 2012 in most of Mauritania’s production zones due to good long-cycle rainfed-crop 
harvests and ongoing local rice marketing. These typical seasonal trends also contributed to stabilizing imported rice prices.  
Imported rice prices have gradually increased in Mauritania since 2011 due to the persistent depreciation of the 
Mauritanian Ouguiya (10 percent) between July 2011 and December 2012. Imported wheat flour prices increased 
moderately between November and December 2012 as assistance programs came to an end. 

In Senegal, staple food markets were well supplied in December as recent harvests continued to arrive onto local 
markets. However, producers have focused on marketing unshelled peanuts, a cash crop, at government administered 
prices resulting in moderate staple food marketing in December 2012. Cereals prices therefore increased moderately on 
some production-zone markets in December. For example, between November and December 2012, millet prices increased 
by six percent in Kaolack and 15 percent in Tambacounda. Imported rice prices are below their respective 2011 and five-
year average levels throughout the country as a result of an agreement between the government and private traders to 
keep rice prices in between 280 and 300 FCFA/kg, depending on the region.  

In the coastal countries of Ghana, Togo, and the Ivory Coast, maize and local rice harvests continued to reinforce local 
supplies through December 2012 resulting in stable prices. Cowpea prices were stable between November and December 
2012 with the increased availability of local and Sahelian supplies. 

Outlook. Cereals marketing is expected to pick up in the coming months as producer-level perishable cash-crop stocks are 
depleted and households shift further into cereals marketing. These increased supplies coupled with stable demand levels 
should stabilize cereals prices in early 2013. Seasonal price trends at high levels will likely be maintained until the lean 
season begins in June 2013.  Despite this understanding of the current marketing environment, cereals prices may 
experience localized increased in January and early February with the start of institutional purchases. These purchases are 
expected to remain well below their respective 2012 levels.  Favorable pastoral conditions should assure good livestock 
conditions with high and stable livestock prices between January 2013 and the start of the lean season in June and July 
2013 when water becomes scarce and forage quality reduces drastically.   
 
FEWS NET is currently monitoring the dynamic situations in both Northern Mali and the Niger and Benue River Basins of 
Nigeria, to better understand their respective current and future impacts on local and regional staple food markets. 
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EAST AFRICA 
Current situation.  Staple food prices continued to decline 
between November and December 2012 in most markets in East 
Africa as recent harvests continued to arrive on markets. Seasonal 
food price decreases were slowed by several factors including high 
inflation and transports costs in South Sudan, Sudan and Uganda 
and below-average production in Kenya. In Tanzania, prices 
continued to rise with delayed harvests and expectations of a 
below-average November-to-January season harvest.  
 
In South Sudan, sorghum prices declined by 17 percent in Bor and 
Malakal between November and December 2012 with increased 
supplies from recent long-cycle harvests (which began in October) 
and improved dry-season road access. Sorghum prices increased 
by 25 and 14 percent in Wau and Aweil over the same period due 
to market disruptions resulting from civil insecurity in Wau (Figure 
4). In Lakes State, low and poorly distributed rainfall resulted 
below-average production and unseasonably high sorghum prices 
in December 2012. Although the annual inflation rate declined 
following October-to-January staple food harvests, inflation 
remains relatively high due to the macroeconomic effects of 
reduced oil revenues as the implementation of the cooperation 
agreement between South Sudan and Sudan (signed in Addis Ababa 
in September 2012) has not yet materialized. Sorghum prices are 
70, 104, and 46 percent higher than their respective five-year 
average levels in Juba, Wau, and Malakal.  
 
Grain prices declined seasonally in most markets in Sudan 
between November and December 2012 as a result of the above-
average production during the November-to-January 2012/2013 
main agricultural season. Retail sorghum prices declined by 11 
percent in both El Obied and El Gadarif, six percent in Dongola, and 
five percent in El Damazin while retail millet prices decreased by 13 
percent in El Fasher, 10 percent in El Damazin and Nyala, and nine 
percent in El Obied (Figure 4). A recent Crop and Food Supply 
Assessment Mission in Sudan (CFSAM) report estimated that over 
one million MT of surplus sorghum will be available for export 
during the current marketing year. December 2012 sorghum, millet, 
and wheat prices are nevertheless above their respective 2011 and 
five-year average levels due to high inflation, the persistent 
depreciation of the Sudanese Pound, as well as high transport costs 
and production costs due to labor shortages.  On the 11

th
 of 

December 2012,  Sudan lifted restrictions on sorghum exports that 
were imposed in 2011, although the Strategic Reserve Corporation was granted permission to sell its 2011 stocks between 
October and November 2012.  Formal sorghum exports to Ethiopia and Eritrea have already started, as have informal 
exports to South Sudan.  
 
Staple food prices continued to decline seasonally in most markets in Somalia between November and December 2012. 
These trends are attributed to increased availability from the Deyr harvest in late December 2012 and high carryover stocks 
from the previous good Gu season. Retail sorghum prices declined by 14 percent in Baidoa in the sorghum belt and by 11 
percent in Galkayo in the cereal-deficit central region. Small ruminant prices declined seasonally between November and 
December, 2012, in the northern and central pastoral areas. However, goat price levels remain above their respective 2011 
levels due to good pasture and water availability and improved animal body conditions, thereby improving pastoral terms 
of trade.   
 

Figure 4. Price trends in selected markets in East 

Africa 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Note: the figures follow the marketing year in each 

country.  

Sources: FAMIS Sudan, WFP, and Rwanda Ministry of 

Agriculture. 
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In Ethiopia, staple food prices were stable or declined seasonally between November and December 2012 in most 
markets with increased supplies available from the recent June-to-October Meher harvests. Wholesale maize prices 
decreased by 11 percent in Bahir Dar and five percent in Jimma between November and December 2012. However, maize 
prices increased by eight percent in Shashmene due to high demand in the Belg-season dependent southwestern region of 
SNNPR including Konso, Burji, Dirashe, and Yemss areas that experienced a poor harvest in 2012; in northern afar, the 
eastern markets and Somali region where ample stocks are yet to arrive on markets in December 2012. Although maize 
prices are declining seasonally, they are 23, 33 and 14 percent higher than in December 2011 in Bahir Dar, Dire Dawa, and 
Mekele markets respectively due to high inflation. The government is now tightening its fiscal and monetary stance and 
subsidizing oil and wheat in an effort to control inflation. Livestock prices continued to decline seasonally between 
November and December 2012 following the Hajj Holiday. The price of shoats declined by 18 percent in Siti (formerly 
Shinele), 11 percent Shebelle (formerly Gode) and six percent in Fafan (formerly, Jijiga), reducing the livestock-for-cereals 
terms of trade. Maize prices in Kenya were generally stable or declined steadily between November and December 2012. 
In Lodwar maize prices increased by five percent due to poor road conditions, high transport cost, and trader fear of 
banditry. Together, these have kept local maize supply low and prices high.  Wholesale maize prices were stable between 
November and December 2012 in Eldoret, Kisumu, Mombasa, and Nairobi with increased availability from the recent long-
rains harvest and decreased by five percent in Kitui. Prices were nevertheless between 30 and 45 percent above their 
respective five-year average levels due to below-average April-to-October long-rains production in 2012 and expected 
below-average October-to-January short rains harvests. Retail maize prices in the marginal agricultural market of Kitui and 
in the pastoral markets of Lodwar, Mandera, and Marsabit remained significantly above their respective five-year average 
levels.  

 
Staple food prices in Rwanda decreased marginally between November and December 2012 with the ongoing 
September-to-January harvest. Maize and beans early green harvests began in December 2012. The retail prices of Irish 
potatoes decreased by 20 percent in Nyakarambi, 21 percent in Butare, and six percent in Birambo between November and 
December 2012. However, poor rainfall distribution in the eastern semi-arid agro-pastoral zone not only delayed maize and 
bean harvests by about a month but also negatively impacted total crop production levels resulting in atypical price 
increases. Maize prices increased by 13 percent in Congo-Nil, eight percent in Kimironko, and five percent in Birambo 
(Figure 4). Banana Xanthomonas Wilt (BXW) continues to adversely affect production, market supplies, and prices 
throughout the country.  Staple food prices in Uganda continued to decline seasonally between November and December 
2012 although demand did peak on some markets in December during the Christmas holidays. Retail maize prices 
increased by nine percent in the main source market of Masindi and 21 in the retail market of Kampala due to high 
demand. The retail prices of cooking banana remained seasonally stable between in December in the main producing 
market of Mbarara, and declined further by seven percent in Kampala due to increased supply from Mbarara. Retail 
sorghum prices in Gulu and Lira increased atypically by 16 and six percent over the same period because of high demand in 
the neighboring Karamoja region where production was below-average this year. The price of cassava chips remained 
stable in Soroti and decreased by six percent in Arua due to normal break in the rains in the production areas that enabled 
drying and marketing activities. 

 
The price of maize continued to increase in most markets in Tanzania between November and December 2012, in line 
with seasonal trends. Wholesale maize prices increased by 26 percent in both the northern market of Arusha and in 
Dodoma in the central region and by 21 percent in Songea, in the south. These maize price increases were reinforced by 
expectations of low production due to below-average September to December rainfall in some bimodal areas.  The 
government is selling maize in 200MT increments from its strategic grain reserves (SGR) to stabilize the high maize prices 
although many small and medium scale traders are unable to buy in these quantities.  Government sales and targeted food 
aid distributions have not significantly affected markets to date due to low beginning SGR stocks (150,000MT) in June 2012. 
The government has likewise planned to issue permits for approximately 60,000MT of duty-free rice imports to fill the 
domestic production gap. Traders in other East African countries fear that the resulting market prices may be up to 25 
below current prices levels in some areas, with potential implications for the competitiveness of rice sources (locally 
produced and imported) in other East African Community countries.    
 
In Djibouti, staple food price declines between November and December 2012 were supported by generally good market 
supplies. Between November and December 2012, the retail price of wheat flour increased by 16 percent in Dikhil and 17 
percent in Obock due to the presence of few traders and low supply. Sorghum prices were stable compared to their 
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respective 2011 levels. Retail rice prices were stable but decreased by seven percent in Arta and were 17 percent lower 
than their respective 2011 levels due to good market supplies.  

Outlook. Despite recent harvests in South Sudan, staple food prices are expected to begin rising in February, especially in 
the northern States bordering Sudan where informal trade is ongoing and formal trade has yes to resume. Indeed, the 
current tension along the border is anticipated to affect staple food trade flows in the coming months.  Staple food prices 
are expected to remain stable in Juba and Bor between January and February 2013 but rise in March in line with seasonal 
trends. The macroeconomic impacts of lost oil revenues are expected to persist in South Sudan until oil exports resume 
resulting in high inflation, depreciation of the South Sudanese Pound resulting in high staple food prices and adversely 
affecting the purchasing power of most households.  Grain prices in Sudan are expected to continue declining until April 
2013 due to above-average recent harvest and reduced household-level market demand. Nevertheless, grain prices are 
expected to remain relatively high compared to previous years due high a high annual inflation rate ( 44 percent in 
December 2012 compared to 16 percent in December 2011); ongoing depreciation of the Sudanese Pound, high sorghum 
demand from neighboring countries, as well as high production and transport costs. 
 
Grain prices in Somalia are expected to decline seasonally until March 2013 with increased supply from the recent Deyr 
harvest. However, farmers in the southern sorghum production regions are concerned that the farm-gate prices they 
receive may not cover their costs of production. In Ethiopia, grain prices are likely to remain stable or decline marginally 
between January and February 2013 with increased availability from the recent harvest and then start increasing seasonally 
from March. Livestock prices are anticipated to continue declining between January and February 2012 with the start of the 
long-dry season in pastoral areas as sales increase to purchase food, as animal body condition deteriorate, and with 
reduced domestic and export demand. 
 
Maize prices in Kenya are anticipated to decline further until March 2013 as supplies continue to arrive on markets from 
harvests in the North Rift. The decline in prices will likely be muted by below average production in 2012. Prices are 
expected to be atypically higher in the markets in the southeastern and coastal marginal livelihoods where the short rains 
performed poorly and the February to March harvest is expected to be below average. Imports from northern Tanzania are 
also expected to be more expense due to below-average production. The second season harvests for most commodities in 
Uganda reached their peak in December 2012. Price decreases expected between January and February 2013 are in line 
with seasonal trends, but may be muted by high fuel prices. Food prices were expected to start decreasing in January 2013 
in Tanzania following the start of Vuli harvests. However the poor September to December rains in some bimodal areas will 
likely keep prices high. Food commodity prices in Rwanda are expected to continue declining between January and March 
2013 following season A harvest and maize prices will likely start declining in February after the delayed harvest. In 
Djibouti, government price controls are expected to keep market prices low.  
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SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Current situation. In Southern Africa, staple food prices continued to 
rise between November and December 2012. While price increases 
are typical at this time of the year when market purchases increase in 
response to dwindling household food stocks, localized production 
shortfalls, macroeconomic instability, high fuel costs, and strong 
demand for exports and for grain reserves exerted strong upward 
pressure on food prices in some markets. In southern Malawi, staple 
food prices were well above their respective 2011 and five-year 
average levels in December 2012, due to staple food shortages that 
are being experienced within a context of macro-economic instability. 
On-going humanitarian response and subsidized maize sales by the 
Agricultural Development and Marketing Corporation (ADMARC), 
market supplies remained inadequate to stabilize maize prices. On-
going informal exports to the Horn of Africa through Tanzania 
continue to push up prices of maize in Malawi’s surplus-producing 
northern region. In Zambia, the Food Reserve Agency (FRA) doubled 
its stocks (from 500,000 MT in 2011 to 1.04 million MT in 2012) 
through an aggressive purchase program. 

In Malawi, maize prices continued to increase in recent months, with 
prices increasing by 14 percent, on average, between November and 
December 2012. Maize price levels remained highest in the food-
deficit southern region.  In Lunzu, maize prices increased by 28 
percent between November and December 2012, reaching record-
high levels. In central Malawi, the source for much of Malawi’s maize 
this year, maize prices increased by 43 percent in Mitundu and 18 
percent in Lilongwe over the same period while in the northern 
region, maize prices in Mzuzu increased by 29 percent (Figure 5). The 
main drivers behind these trends are the country’s macroeconomic 
instability coupled with below-average production in both southern 
Malawi and in the traditional cross border source areas of 
Mozambique. Persistent high demand in neighboring Tanzania to 
supply markets in the Greater Horn has maintained strong pressure on 
prices in the north where significant informal exports through Songwe 
and Mbirima borders persist. Total informal exports into Tanzania 
increased by 19 percent between April and December 2012 compared 
to their respective 2011 levels.  

In Mozambique the price of maize continued to rise between 
November and December 2012. Dwindling market supplies, the late 
start of the season, and prospects of a delayed harvest explain the 33 
percent increase in maize prices in the main southern market of Chókwe. Sharp fluctuations in supply resulted in localized 
maize price decreases in some areas. For instance, in Maxixe in south, the price of maize fell by 11 percent in December 
following a sharp 17 percent increase in November. This strong price variability is attributed to considerable improvements 
in market supplies in December as traders sought to take advantage of increased local demand and price levels during the 
end-of-year holiday season. Bean and rice prices were stable on most markets and were generally at or below their 
respective December 2011 levels.  An exception to this trend occurred in Tete where bean prices increased by 14 percent 
between November and December 2012 and rice prices increased by 21 percent (Figure 5). Rice and bean supplies were 
variable in 2012 due to below-average 2012 local bean production and the relative isolation of Tete with respect to the 
country’s main ports of entry for imported rice (Maputo and Beira). Bean prices in Tete were 21 and 30 percent above their 
respective 2011 and five-year average levels while rice prices were 35 and 57 percent above their respective 2011 and five-
year average levels.  

In December 2012, food prices continued on an upward trend in Tanzania and remained well above their respective 2011 
and five-year average levels. In the surplus-producing southern highlands (Rukwa, Ruvuma, Iringa and Mbeya), staple food 

Figure 5. Price trends in selected markets in 

Southern Africa 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Note: the figures follow the marketing year in each country. 
Sources: Malawi Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Water 
Development (MITM), MINAG and SIMA Mozambique, and  Zambia 

Central Statistics Office. 
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prices have been increased, but have remained consistently lower compared to the rest of the country. In Songea, maize 
prices increased by 21 percent between November and December 2012 and by 120 percent since December 2011.  Maize 
prices in Dodoma, in central Tanzania, increased by 26 percent in December and were 102 percent above their respective 
December 2011 levels as traders have withheld commodities in anticipation of a below-average up-coming harvest. 

In Zambia, maize prices increased sharply in December in most markets following a period of stability since the April 
harvests. The increases are attributed to reduced market supplies following an aggressive FRA purchase program. Between 
November and December 2012 maize prices increases were recorded in Mansa (31 percent), Mongu (24 percent), Kasama 
(19 percent), Solwezi (17 percent) and Lusaka (9 percent) (Figure 5). Maize prices remained stable in Chipata and Choma, 
both surplus producing districts many households remain less dependent on markets. Roller maize meal prices have 
registered significant increases in most reference markets due to increased demand as most urban households consume 
industrially processed maize meal at this time of the year. In December, roller maize meal prices increased by 24 percent in 
Lusaka, 22 percent in Kabwe, and 19 percent in Kasama. Since December 2012 the FRA began selling maize to both millers 
and communities in order to stabilize sharp increases in maize meal prices. The agency is expected to release at least 
50,000 MT of maize per month to millers; about 60,000MT was released in December. Zambian maize and maize meal 
supplies are under further pressure from export demand from the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Tanzania.  

Staple food prices followed seasonal trends in most markets in Zimbabwe; rising between November and December as 
the lean season peaks. Maize grain prices in Harare and Gweru remained unchanged from the previous month while prices 
in the Bulawayo, Gwanda, and Mutare markets rose by nine, seven, and 17 percent, respectively, due to reducing in lean 
season maize market availability and strong seasonal demand.  Although prices are increasing, the price levels in Harare, 
Gwanda, and Masvingo are on par with their respective 2011 levels and lower by 25 and 21 percent in Bulawayo and 
Gweru, respectively.  Relative macroeconomic stability and food import policies have jointly contributed to price stability 
across most of the country. Maize meal prices on the other hand have remained consistently higher than their respective 
2011 levels. In South Africa, December 2012 spot prices for white and yellow maize on the South African Futures 
Exchange (SAFEX) decreased  by 6 and 4 percent, respectively. These prices are now below their respective 2011 levels, 
but remain 30 to 35 percent above their respective five-year average levels. The observed price decreases are attributed to 
the slight (2 percent) strengthening of the Rand against the US Dollar in December, the favorable local maize harvest 
outlook and international trends.  

Outlook. Prices are expected to continue increasing between January and April 2013 when main season maize harvests 
become available. Green harvest maize supplies are likely to temper price increases in February and March. This is 
especially the case in areas where the rainy season started on time and performed well.  On the other hand, the green 
harvest will likely also be delayed in parts of Southern Africa that experienced a delayed start of season and where rainfall 
has been erratic, resulting in a prolonged lean season.  

In Malawi prices are expected to remain high but may stabilize at high levels between mid-February and March with the 
start of green harvest.  Prices are expected to drop seasonally from April to June as the main season harvests become 
available.  Maize prices are expected to remain higher than their respective 2012 levels due to low carry-over stocks, but 
also due to a recent government announcement of a 71 percent increase in minimum farm-gate price. Assuming a normal 
harvest in the surplus-producing areas of central and northern Mozambique, maize exports into southern Malawi will 
resume in May.  The availability of imports from Mozambique coupled with increased local maize supplies from recent 
harvests are expected to stabilize maize prices between April and June 2013. Informal export demand from Tanzania is 
expected to keep prices high in Malawi’s northern markets. In Tanzania, food prices typically start decreasing in January 
following the start of the Vuli (short-season) harvests. However this season, poor September–December rains in some of 
the bimodal areas and the expected reduced Vuli harvests, resulting in sustained high food prices in these areas.  
Elsewhere, prices are expected to follow seasonal trends, responding to local and regional market conditions.  

In Mozambique a prolonged lean season is expected in early 2013 in the south and parts of the central zones of the 
country due to expected delays in the start of harvests, and recent floods. Food prices are therefore expected to remain 
higher for longer than normal. However, maize flows from the surplus-producing areas in the north and center, where 
harvest prospects are good, will contribute to local and national food availability. Maize prices are expected to remain 
above their respective five-year average levels in most markets of the southern and central zones of the country. In Zambia, 
even if the FRA continues releasing maize supplies through April 2013 (as planned), maize grain prices will remain high 
through the lean period and begin to stabilize in March when households start consuming early harvests. These trends 
are expected to be delayed in the southern parts of the country due to a delayed start of season. Markets are expected to 
remain adequately supplied from domestic maize stocks, but seasonal increases in maize demand will result in sustained 
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high prices, particularly in food deficit areas.  Maize meal prices on the other hand are expected to stabilize or reduce 
following recent government interventions. Maize grain prices are expected to continue to increase following seasonal 
trends in Zimbabwe. Maize meal supplies are expected to remain stable due to continuous imports from South Africa and 
Zambia by private traders.  In South Africa, SAFEX maize grain prices are expected to continue to reflect the local harvest 
prospects while closely tracking global prices. SAFEX maize grain prices decreases through January 2013 are attributed to 
the positive Harvest Outlook of the South Africa maize crop.  These trends are likely to continue through the March 2013 

harvests.  

CENTRAL AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN 
  
Current situation. In Haiti, black bean prices declined while maize 
flour and imported rice and wheat flour prices remained stable at 
high levels between November and December 2012.  In general, 
Central American red and black bean prices were unusually low in 
December 2012 due to above-average production in 2012. Maize 
prices on the other hand are above their respective five-year 
average levels in Honduras and Nicaragua due to a dry period 
during the Primera season resulting in lower production than the 
previous year.  In El Salvador and Guatemala, December 2012 
maize prices were lower than their respective 2011 levels due to   
increased production in 2012. 
 
In Haiti, the prices of imported rice and wheat flour were stable 
between November and December 2012 due to stable supplies 
from international markets. Black beans prices decreased, on 
average, by 11 percent in December 2012 with the increased 
availability of pigeon peas from ongoing harvests (Figure 6). 
Despite these price decreases, black bean prices remain 16 to 84 
percent above their respective five-year average levels and two to 
48 percent higher than their 2011 levels due to considerable losses 
across subsequent harvests in 2012. Maize flour prices are, on 
average, 18 percent above their 2011 levels and 12 percent above 
their five-year average levels. Maize flour prices were generally 
stable between November and December 2012 with the exception 
of Jeremie, where prices declined by 16 percent (Figure 6).  

In Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua, staple food 
prices were seasonally stable or decreased slightly between 
November and December with ongoing November through 
December Postrera harvests. 

In Nicaragua, maize trade increased between the surplus-
producing areas of Matagalpa, Jinotega, Estelí, and Juigalpa and 
urban Managua with the start of the Postrera harvests in 
November and December, resulting in stable prices. However, in 
December 2012, retail and wholesale white maize prices were 15 
percent higher than their December 2011 levels and 15 to 24 
percent higher than their respective five-year average levels due to the above-average harvests in 2011 compared to the 
near-average harvests in 2012. Retail and wholesale red beans prices on the other hand, are five to 15 percent below their 
respective 2011 levels and 15 to 30 percent below their respective five year average levels. 

In El Salvador, local staple food production is not sufficient to meet national demand. Local staple food markets are 
therefore typically complemented with imports from Honduras and Nicaragua. In 2012, imports of red beans and white 
maize were 40 and 60 percent, respectively, lower than their 2011 levels due to above-average harvests in 2012. In 
December 2012, retail white maize and red beans prices in San Salvador were 26 to 30 percent lower than their respective 
2011 levels and 12 to 30 percent below their respective five-year average levels. In both production and retail markets, 

Figure 6. Price trends in selected markets in 

Central America and Caribbean 

 
 

 
 

 
Note: the figures follow the marketing year in each country  

Sources: CNSA Haiti.  
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December 2012 retail and wholesale maize prices were 15 to 25 percent below their respective December 2011 levels and 
red bean prices were 35 to 50 percent below their 2011 and five-year average levels. White maize prices were near their 
five year-average levels.  

In Honduras, markets were supplied by the Postrera harvests in December.  Retail and wholesale maize prices are 10 to 15 
percent higher than December last year and 15 to 30 percent higher than the five year average due to the differential 
impacts of very good harvest on average in 2011 compared to the near average harvest in 2012. Retail and wholesale red 
beans prices are 15 to 25 percent below their respective 2011 levels and and 25 to 45 percent below their respective five-
year average levels in Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula as well as across the country’s surplus producing zones.  

In Guatemala, December 2012 retail and wholesale maize prices were 11 and 16 percent lower than their respective 

December 2011 levels. Above-average harvests in 2012 in Guatemala’s surplus-producing areas have resulted in above-

average market supplies nation-wide. Retail black bean prices were stable between November and December 2012 while 

wholesale prices decreased by 11 percent. An average November through December 2012 Postrera harvest in eastern 

Guatemala increased market supplies and drove down prices. December 2012 wholesale rice prices were five percent 

higher than their respective December 2011 levels due to year-to-year average price increase for some rice varieties on 

international markets, where most Guatemalan rice is sourced.  

Outlook. In Haiti the price of sorghum and pigeon peas will decrease through the month of January 2013 due to ongoing 
harvests in parts of the country. These seasonal price decreases are expected to be slower than usual due to reduced 
overall market supplies from subsequent local production shocks in 2012. Increased farmer seed demand in preparation for 
the spring season this will increase local bean prices starting in February. Maize flour prices will likely increase due to 
reduced market supplies. Imported commodity prices are expected to remain stable in the coming months. 

In Guatemala the Postrera cycle in the North and Petén is expected between February and April. In El Salvador, Honduras 
and Nicaragua markets will be well supplied due to the availability of stocks from the near-average to good Postrera 
harvest from November through December 2012. Apante harvests from the north-central and south east Nicaragua and 
northern Honduras will arrive on markets starting in late February and early March. These harvests are likely to be slightly 
below-average to average because of reducing sowing in 2012, likely due to reduced producer prices.  Nicaraguan 
production will be exported across the region. Both red and black beans prices are likely to maintain their seasonal price 
trends due to good Postrera harvests in 2012. Prices are likely to maintain seasonally stable until March/April, when they’ll 
start rising as the lean season begins. 

In Honduras, the animal feed and processed white maize flour industries recently received a single maritime import 
shipment of 200,000 MT of white maize.  This is unusual given that agreements between the industrial sector, producers, 
banks and the government promote the purchase of national production when available, as was the case in December 
2012.  This increase in white maize supplies will likely reduce demand for local maize and contribute to stabilize or lower 
retail maize prices in the near future. These price effects should have limited effects on producer prices in the short term 
since maize is not a major Postrera crop.  

CENTRAL ASIA 

Current situation. In Afghanistan and Tajiksistan, staple food prices were stable or decreased between November and 
December 2012. High regional import costs put upward pressure on wheat and wheat flour prices in some markets in 
Afghanistan and Tajikistan during the second half of 2012 and on rice prices in Afghanistan. In Kazakhstan, wheat 
grain prices were stable between November and December 2012, but were over 85 percent higher than their respective 
2011 levels. These high 2012 price levels were due to production levels in 2012 that reached only 50 percent of the 
2011 record season’s levels, and due logistical problems transporting wheat to export markets. In Pakistan, while rice 
prices remained stable at high levels in December 2012, wheat and wheat flour prices increased on all reference 
markets as a result of the increase of the wheat support price implemented by the government. 

In Afghanistan, wheat grain, wheat flour, and rice prices were generally stable or decreased slightly between November 
and December 2012. Wheat grain prices remain lower than or at their respective 2011 levels on most markets. This can be 
largely attributed to near-record domestic wheat production in 2012, which reduced aggregate import requirements. 
However, wheat grain prices increased by six percent in Jalalabad, and wheat flour prices increased by nine percent in 
Maimana. The price increases observed for wheat grain and flour can be attributed to the continued price increases in key 
source markets in both Kazakhstan and Pakistan, large supply and demand gaps worsened by road closures in Maimana, 
and recent government seed purchases in Jalalabad. . 
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Between November and December 2012, rice prices increased by 20 percent in Maimana, 19 percent in Nili, and six 
percent in Jalalabad (Figure 7). Throughout the country, December 2012 rice prices were well above their 2011 and 
five-year average levels due to high transport costs and the temporary closure of the Torkham border with Pakistan. 
December 2012 rice prices were generally higher than their 2011 levels and their five-year averages with the exception 
of Herat. These high price levels in Afghanistan can be attributed to record high prices in neighboring Pakistan in 
addition to the unstable value of the Afghani currency, high transport costs, and seasonal higher demand during winter 
time.  

Vegetable oil prices decreased by five percent in Mazar and were 
stable elsewhere. Fuel prices were stable between November and 
December 2012 and lower than their respective 2011 and five-year 
average levels. Livestock prices remained unchanged in Kabul, 
Jalalabad, Hirat, Faizabad, Kandahar and Nili, but decreased by 
seven percent in Mazar and increased by 10 percent in Maimana. 
December 2012 livestock prices were generally higher compared 
to their 2011 and five-year average levels.  

In Tajikistan, wheat grain and flour prices were stable in 
December 2012 due to increased supplies from Kazakhstan where 
prices were stable at high levels (Figure 7). These prices were well 
above their respective 2011 and five-year average levels as a result 
of high export prices from Kazakhstan, the country’s main source 
of wheat and wheat flour imports, and high transport costs. The 
greatest increase was observed in Khujand where wheat grain and 
flour prices where 17 and 38 percent above their 2011 levels, 
respectively. Vegetable oil and meat prices were stable or slightly 
decreased country-wide due to increased local and imported 
supplies. Potato prices rose sharply in December due to 
inadequate supplies as a result of high input costs such as fertilizer 
and high transport costs to supply regional markets. Fuel prices 
were stable at high levels between November and December 2012.  

Outlook. In the next months, wheat and wheat flour export prices 
from Kazakhstan and rice and wheat flour from Pakistan are 
expected to remain at their current high levels. Wheat grain, 
wheat flour, and rice prices are expected to increase moderately in 
Afghanistan in the coming winter months as stocks from the 
previous harvests deplete and the marketing system relies more 
and more on high-priced regional imports. These high prices levels are unlikely to change significantly until the April 
2013 harvests. Despite adequate supplies, in Tajikistan, wheat and wheat flour prices are expected to remain stable at 
high levels or increase moderately in February or March, due to high and increasing prices in Kazakhstan and as 
households deplete their own stocks by February or March and rely more or market purchases. Higher transport costs 
will affect food prices in remote areas, particularly during the cold season as accessing these areas become more 
difficult. However, fuel prices may decline due to the new agreement with Russia to provide one million MT of duty free 
fuel during 2013, effective within the first quarter of the year.   

 

Figure 7. Price trends in selected markets in 

Central Asia 

 

 
 

 
Note: the figures follow the marketing year in each country  

Sources: Afghanistan Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock, 
and WFP.  
 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG

A
FN

/k
g

Rice: Nominal retail prices in Nili, afghanistan

5 year average 2007/08 -2011/12 Previous year 2011/12 Current year 2012/13

0

1

2

3

4

5

SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG

TJ
S/

kg

Wheat Flour: Nominal retail prices in Khorog, Tajikistan

5 year average 2007/08-2011/12 Previous year 2011/12 Current year 2012/13


