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PRESS RELEASE 

“Let Journalism Thrive”, World Press Freedom Day observed in Baghdad 

 

Baghdad, Iraq - 3 May 2015 - Concerns regarding the safety of journalists in Iraq were at the 
center of the event organized by the Iraqi Journalists’ Syndicate (IJS) and UNESCO in 
observation of World Press Freedom Day 2015 at the IJS headquarters today.   

The event titled ‘Let Journalism Thrive! Towards better Reporting, Gender Equality and Media 
Safety in the Digital Age’ was attended by Deputy Prime Minister Baha Al Aaragy, a large 
number of journalists, human right activists and members of the international community.  

“Many journalists have lost their lives since 2003 trying to defend their right to freedom of 
expression”, said Deputy Prime Minister Baha Al Aaragy in his remarks. "We need to come 
together to join hands to ensure that this freedom is upheld and maintained in Iraq", he further 
stated.  

Taking the floor, Chairman of the Iraqi Journalists’ Syndicate, Moaiyad al-Lami paid tribute to 
Iraqi and non-Iraqi journalists who have lost their lives while reporting over the years. Al-Lami 
said "we celebrate this day in memory of those who lost their lives doing their job of reporting 
the news and we must ensure that governments in the Arab region allow the press to flourish 
and carry out its job in a safe environment, and we must ensure that legal measures against 
those who commit crimes against journalists are taken". 

In his remarks Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Iraq György 
Busztin said: “In promoting dialogue as an antidote to sectarian tensions, in countering hate 
speech, in amplifying the voice of the moderate majority, media personnel will bar the way of 
those fringe elements and provocateurs from the very attention they seek”.  He also called all 
to “reverse the trend, to stop the trend, and to cooperate to foster freedom of expression, 
develop the media sector and provide universal access to information and knowledge in Iraq”. 

“Journalists in Iraq continue to be dangerously challenged to work in security and to inform 
impartially. World Press Freedom Day is a day to pay tribute to journalists who have lost their 
lives because they were journalists”, said Axel Plathe, Representative of UNESCO to Iraq. 



 

 

The event included a panel discussion on the topics of better reporting and independent 
journalism in the digital age, gender and the media, and safety of journalists and their sources.  

World Press Freedom Day held on 3 May of every year is a date which celebrates the 
fundamental principles of press freedom, to evaluate press freedom around the world, to 
defend the media from attacks on their independence and to pay tribute to journalists who 
have lost their lives in the exercise of their profession. 

On the occasion of the World Press Freedom Day celebration, UNESCO and the IJS signed an 
agreement to cooperate to foster freedom of expression, develop the media sector and provide 
universal access to information and knowledge in Iraq.  A media training project entitled 
“Enhancing Iraqi journalists’ capacities in conflict sensitive reporting", which is funded by the IJS 
and implemented by UNESCO is a first concrete step of this enhanced cooperation. 
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For more information, please contact: Ms. Eliana Nabaa, Director of Public 

Information/Spokesperson United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), Phone: +964 

790 193 1281, Email: nabaa@un.org , the UNAMI Public Information Office: unami-

information@un.org or Dhea Subhee (d.subhee@unesco.org). 

mailto:nabaa@un.org
mailto:unami-information@un.org
mailto:unami-information@un.org
mailto:d.subhee@unesco.org

