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Conference identifies development policy 

options in Myanmar 
 

Yangon, 20 February 2012 – Specific policy suggestions for accelerating growth, 

promoting inclusive human development and improving health and education were the 

concrete output from a three-day conference held in Myanmar’s capital this week.   

 

The conference on ‘Development Policy Options with special reference to Education 

and Health in Myanmar’ was organized jointly by the Ministry of National Planning & 

Economic Development, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Health of the 

Republic of the Union of Myanmar, and the United Nations Country Team in Myanmar, 

in collaboration with Myanmar Development Resource Institute and with the support of 

the European Union.  

 

With more than 40 panel presentations and around 600 participants – representing 

government ministries, UN agencies, civil society, the private sector, international 

financial institutions and aid agencies, the conference sought to identify issues, explore 

critical shortfalls in policy and institutional arrangements and share experiences from 

countries in the Asia region to inform future policy development. 

 

In his opening remarks, H.E. Vice-President Dr. Sai Mauk Kham spoke about the need 

for increased investment in social sectors and the strengthening of ties with the 

international community.  

 

“As we all are aware that more investment in education and health sector will lead to 

more development of the nation,” he said.  

 

“All help is welcome anytime and anywhere, and existing partnerships need to be 

strengthened further. We will have to try to overcome challenges by increasing our 

involvement in the collective efforts of the international community.” 

 

This was echoed by the Union Minister for Industry, H.E. U Soe Thein in his statement.   

 

 

 



“Human resources of a nation determine the character and pace of its economic and 

social development. The main aim of human resource development is to help people to 

rise well above their present poverty level and to contribute more productively to the 

country. This can be accomplished through improved education and health systems that 

will guarantee long-term sustainability of the quality of life achieved by the people,” 

said the Union Minister. 

 

Mr. Vijay Nambiar, Chef de Cabinet and Special Adviser to the UN Secretary-General, 

commended the conference for signaling “a desire to maximize the benefits of a 

collective yet varied approach to issues of national importance”.   

 

“It is about Myanmar’s stakeholders stepping up and leading by action to improve the 

country’s prospects. It is about listening to the people, building trust and delivering 

tangible, meaningful reforms,” he said.    

 

In his remark, Dr. Ajay Chhibber, UN Assistant Secretary-General and Chair of UN 

development Group for Asia Pacific, underlined the need for any policy reform process 

to be Myanmar-led.   

 

“With the right policies and programmes and relevant international cooperation, 

Myanmar can become the next economic power house in the region. It is nevertheless 

vital that all the reforms are fully owned and implemented by Myanmar’s own 

institutions. External support is vital but it must be embedded in Myanmar’s own 

structures and systems,” he said.  

 

Dr. Ashok Nigam, the UN Resident & Humanitarian Coordinator thanked the 

government and other partners who worked to organize the conference with the UN 

Country Team and noted that “The UN Country Team in Myanmar has been addressing 

and supporting national and local level development and humanitarian efforts for many 

year, which with the support of our development partners, we will enhance. “ 

  

During the 3-day conference, a number of prominent experts from the region and abroad 

provided their views on development policy options that could be considered in a 

Myanmar context.  

 

Professor and Nobel Laureate in Economics, Joseph E. Stiglitz of Columbia University 

delivered a key note address on inclusive development, while Professor Ronald Findlay, 

also from Columbia, spoke about opportunities and challenges in trade and development 

in Myanmar. A special appearance and presentation was also made by the former 

Yangon University Rector and London School of Economics Professor, U Hla Myint.  

 

According to Professor Stiglitz, an important theme of the conference was how to renew 

the human capital and deepen it across the board. 

 

“The recent increase in the investment in human capital is very welcome but still 

insufficient. I hope it will be a signal for the international community to amplify this in 

the form of foreign assistance,” said Professor Stiglitz. 

 



“The challenge of the country is to confront the limitations of the past but using the new 

opportunities – building up the country’s existing strengths.” 

 

 

MORE INFORMATION 

 

Presentations and resource documents from the conference are available on 

http://yangon.unic.org 

 

For interviews and further information, please contact: 

 

Aye Win, National Information Officer, UNIC Yangon, tel: +95 9 5123952, 

aye.win@undp.org 

 

Esben Q. Harboe, Policy, Advocacy & Communication Specialist, United Nations in 

Myanmar, tel: +95 9 5074853, esben.harboe@one.un.org 
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