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Baghdad, Iraq                 Date: 07 August 2018  

UNHCR welcomes a new donation from the Government of Finland 

UNHCR welcomes the generous donation of 1.5 million euros from the Government of Finland. The 
new funds will help UNHCR support vulnerable Iraqis and Syrian refugees in a rapidly changing context. 

A year on from the end of fighting in Mosul, the situation in Iraq is increasingly complex.  

While the country recovers from conflict, the needs of Iraqis diversify. Almost 3.9 million people 
displaced by the recent conflict returned to their homes and are restarting their lives. Children are 
back at school, water and electricity networks are functioning, and devastated communities are seeing 
the shoots of regrowth. In places hard-hit by the conflict, the conditions for sustainable return are not 
yet met. Assistance for the 2 million internally displaced Iraqis and the communities that host them 
must continue for some time to come to discourage people from returning home too soon. 

 In addition, around 700 people cross the border every month to escape the fighting in Syria that shows 
no sign of abating.  

To meet diversifying needs, UNHCR provides support over a broadening spectrum. From 
comprehensive humanitarian assistance in camps to community-based projects to promote social 
cohesion in slowly reforming communities; from psychological assistance for survivors of gender-
based violence to support in acquiring the new or replacement identification documents people need 
to access state social welfare benefits. 

“Iraq is an important partner to Finland and the EU,” said Ms. Päivi Laine, the Finnish Ambassador to 
Iraq. “We want to support the Iraqis to return home after years of conflict and continue their lives in 
home communities. It is remarkable that despite its own complicated situation Iraq is generous 
towards refugees from Syria. UNHCR has been for years a reliable partner and Finland is very satisfied 
to continue the co-operation in Iraq. The latest donation is 1.5 million euros.” 

 “The changing context in Iraq requires us to be ever-more nimble in our response,” said Mr. Bruno 
Geddo, UNHCR’s Representative in Iraq. “Even as cities are rebuilt and communities begin to flourish, 
hundreds of thousands of people struggle to make ends meet. Flexibility and creativity are at the heart 
of UNHCR’s work in Iraq, to consistently meet people’s changing needs. Unearmarked funding from 
donors like the Government of Finland enables us to be responsive and compassionate to the changing 
situation Iraqis face. With their ongoing support, we will stand with the people of Iraq until the job is 
done.” 

 

For more information contact: 

Kate Pond  pond@unhcr.org                  +964 780 920 7286 (Baghdad) 
Mustafa Aldalawi         aldalawi@unhcr.org  +964 7801958468 (Baghdad) 

Rasheed H Rasheed   rasheedr@unhcr.org     +964 7507130014 (Dohuk) 
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