
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Above All Foundation, World Bank Partner to Ensure  

Education for Two Million Out of School Children Around the World 

WASHINGTON DC, September 20, 2019 – This week, Education Above All Foundation (EAA) 

and the World Bank announced a ground-breaking partnership to enrol two million out of school 

children from more than 40 countries by 2025. During a meeting with World Bank President David 

Malpass, Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Founder and Chairperson of Education Above 

All Foundation, stressed the importance of this framework agreement. 

The agreement commits up to $250 million in funding for developing countries striving to enable 

access to quality primary education for all of their still out-of-school children. Unlike traditional 

philanthropic efforts of organizations like EAA who usually fund local non-profits directly, this 

innovative funding model aims to take lessons learned in the field to scale, through direct support 

to participating countries with implementation, evaluation, and reporting – enabling accountability 

and systemic change at the national level.  

Out of school children (OOSC) are among the hardest to reach in each country due to the many 

and often compounding barriers to education including extreme poverty, distance to school, and 

conflict. This new agreement calls on governments to utilise funds to prioritise out of school 

children by ensuring their access to quality primary education through results-based financing. The 

agreement highlights the importance of multi-stakeholder partnerships in supporting developing 

nations, in providing education for all, and meeting the UN Sustainable Development Goals, 

particularly SDG 4 (ensuring inclusive and quality education for all and promoting lifelong 

learning). 

“The World Bank is committed to addressing the global learning crisis. The partnership with 

Education Above All is critically important in this effort. There are still too many out of school 

children around the globe. Together we will bring these children into school and help them learn 

and fulfil their potential. Learning for all is a foundation for building strong human capital for 

every country,” said Jaime Saavedra, Global Director for Education at the World Bank.     

“Our partnership with Qatar and Education Above All will play an especially important role in 

the Middle East and North Africa,” said Ferid Belhaj, World Bank Vice President for the 

Middle East and North Africa. “As access to quality education is critical for the region to unlock 

the huge potential of its large youth population, whose energy and creativity could become a new 

source of dynamic and inclusive growth.” 



 

 

Through this new funding structure, EAA and The World Bank will support financing 

opportunities for resource mobilization, education advocacy, and poverty reduction in developing 

countries across three continents. Proposed targeted countries include Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 

Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Cameroon, Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Ecuador, 

Ethiopia, Haiti, India, Iran, Iraq, Kenya, Laos, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, 

Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Paraguay, Philippines, 

Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Syria, Tanzania, Thailand, Uganda, and 

Zambia.  

 

About Education Above All (EAA) Foundation  

The Education Above All (EAA) Foundation is a global education foundation established in 2012 

by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser. The Foundation envisions bringing hope and real 

opportunity to the lives of impoverished and marginalized children, youth and women, especially 

in the developing world and in difficult circumstances such as conflict situations and natural 

disasters. It believes that education is the single most effective means of reducing poverty, 

generating economic growth and creating peaceful and just societies, as well as a fundamental 

right for all children and an essential condition to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). For more information, visit educationaboveall.org.  

About World Bank Group Work on Education 

The World Bank Group is the largest financier of education in the developing world. We work on 

education programs in more than 80 countries and are committed to helping countries reach 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4, which calls for access to quality education and lifelong 

learning opportunities for all by 2030. In 2018, we provided about $4.5 billion for education 

programs, technical assistance, and other projects designed to improve learning and provide 

everyone with the opportunity to get the education they need to succeed. Our current portfolio of 

education projects totals $17 billion, highlighting the importance of education for the achievement 

of our twin goals, ending extreme poverty and boosting shared prosperity. 

 

For more information, please visit: 

worldbank.org/education 

educationaboveall.org 

 

Follow us on:  

@WBG_Education 

@EAA_Foundation 

 

Media Contacts: 

In Washington DC: Kimberly Versak, +1 (202) 458-8881, kversak@worldbankgroup.org  

In Doha: Mohammed Saif, +974 33300670, msaif@eaa.org.qa  
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