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 Press Release 
Tripoli, 13 April 2020 – An estimated 225,000 women and 
children will benefit from some 122 tonnes of lifesaving and 
essential medicines and supplies that have arrived in Libya; the 
supplies are essential to the implementation of an integrated 
Maternal Child Health programme. They will ensure that quality 
primary health and lifesaving Maternal, New-born & Child Health 
Care and Nutrition services are strengthened to avoid preventable 
morbidity and mortality among vulnerable populations, especially 
women and children.  
 
To this end, UNICEF in consultation with the Ministry of Health 
identified the most vulnerable and in need health facilities across 
the country, including those in the municipalities affected by the 
migration flows. The projected 225,000 women and children 
accessing 34 health facilities located in 26 municipalities will benefit 
through direct support from UNICEF.  
 
UNICEF together with the Ministry of Health carefully designed the 
package of essential medical supplies and material to be available 
at the health facility level to ensure high impact services. In 
addition to the provision of supplies, UNICEF supported 
programmes include capacity building of relevant medical staff to 
provide maternal child health and nutrition services according to 
international standards; strengthening of the Health Information 
System (data management) to support evidence-based decision 
making; and spearheading advocacy and social mobilization to 
promote health practices through a communication for development 
strategy.  

“Maternal and children health remain a significant challenge, 
particularly in the developing world. Globally, one woman dies 
every minute from complications in childbirth” said Abdel-Rahman 
Ghandour, UNICEF Special Representative in Libya.“ I am proud of 
our partnership with the Ministry of Health in Libya that aims to 
improve lifesaving services for the mothers and their babies in Libya 
in 26 municipalities, especially during these times of pandemic 
threat” he added.  
 
UNICEF is confident that this programme will have a positive and far 
reaching impact on the larger population within the municipalities and 
will contribute to national efforts in enabling access to life saving 
health services for women and children. This assistance becomes of 
particular importance as Libya together with the rest of the world is 
struggling to continue with service delivery in the very challenging 
COVID-19 situation.   

 
 
For further information please 
contact: 

Alla S. Almsri, 
UNICEF Libya,  
Tel: +218 91 00 12 129 
Aalmsri@unicef.org 
 
 
 
 
About UNICEF 
UNICEF promotes the rights and 
wellbeing of every child, in 
everything we do. Together with 
our partners, we work in 190 
countries and territories to 
translate that commitment into 
practical action, focusing special 
effort on reaching the most 
vulnerable and excluded children, 
to the benefit of all children, 
everywhere. 
 
For more information about 
UNICEF and its work for children 
visit www.unicef.org. 
 
For the latest available data on 
children visit data.unicef.org.  
 
Follow UNICEF on Twitter  
and Facebook 
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