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Refugees and displaced people in western Côte d’Ivoire need help with basic services 
and rebuilding, says UN Deputy Humanitarian Chief 

 
 

(Abidjan / Geneva, 17 January 2012) - The United Nations Assistant Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, Catherine Bragg, travelled 
Tuesday to Guiglo, Blolequin and Duekoue in western Côte d’Ivoire to see for herself the 
humanitarian situation in the region. 
 
The western part of the country was severely affected by the violence at the height of the post-
election crisis. Hundreds of thousands of people were forced to flee seeking refuge in safer 
areas in Côte d'Ivoire, others going across the border into Liberia. As the situation has 
stabilized and security has improved, particularly since July 2011, many displaced persons 
and refugees in Liberia have returned to their villages of origin. 
 
Joined by the Humanitarian Coordinator for Côte d'Ivoire, Mr. Ndolamb Ngokwey, and the 
Director of Social Affairs, Mr Adama Coulibaly, ASG Bragg met representatives of the local 
authorities and humanitarian organizations. Ms. Bragg also met people who had been able to 
return to their villages, including Yeaglo (Blolequin) and Niambly (Duekoué) and visited a 
camp in Nahibly (Duekoué), where some 4,557 displaced people are currently living. 
 
"It is important to strengthen humanitarian action in this region. We need to make sure that 
the basic needs of people living in those villages are met and help them rebuild homes and 
community buildings. It is therefore essential that financial resources are available," 
underscored Ms. Bragg. "We will do our part, but the communities must do theirs in taking 
steps to build this together, so that Ivorians can live side by side in harmony."  
 
Ms. Bragg was welcomed by UNOCI, whose peacekeepers play a key part in enhancing 
security for the return of IDPs and refugees, a role that must remain important in 2012.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Le Bureau de la coordination des affaires humanitaires (OCHA) de l’ONU a pour mission de mobiliser et de coordonner une action 
humanitaire efficace et guidée par des principes, en partenariat avec les acteurs nationaux et internationaux. 
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+41 79 473 4570, byrs@un.org, Amanda Pitt, OCHA-New York,, pitta@un.org, +1 917 367 51 26, mobile +1 917 442 18 10, 
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