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The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) allocates US$10 million to help 210,000 people in 

southern regions of Chad and maintain humanitarian access 
 

(N'djamena, 14 September 2016): Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 

Coordinator, M. Stephen O’Brien, approved the allocation of US$10 million from the Central Emergency 

Response Fund (CERF) for humanitarian action in Chad. The funds will provide vital assistance in four regions in 

the south, to meet the needs of 210,000 refugees and returnees from the Central African Republic and their host 

communities. 

 

According to the humanitarian community, the situation in the regions of Moyen-Chari, Mandoul, Logone 

Oriental and Logone Occidental, in southern Chad, on the border with CAR, is of deep concern and notably 

marked by deterioration in food security in a context of gradual withdrawal of humanitarian partners due to a lack 

of resources. 

 

The Humanitarian Coordinator in Chad, Stephen Tull, acclaimed the importance of the allocation while deploring 

the underfunding: "While the UN and humanitarian partners are working tirelessly alongside the Chadian 

Government and host populations to help the most vulnerable, the humanitarian funding gap is growing every 

year, especially for forgotten crises such as those in southern or eastern Chad, where the situation remains 

worrying. In a context where the limited resources of the Chadian state does not allow it to ensure widespread 

access to essential services, this funding is crucial to meet the urgent needs of refugees, Chadian returnees and 

vulnerable host populations while continuing to work on strengthening national capacities. " 

 

In total, seven projects funded by the CERF will improve the living conditions of the most vulnerable 

populations. These projects will provide emergency multisectoral assistance by strengthening food security 

through cash transfers (46% of the funds), nutrition services (15%) and access to health care (19%), maintenance 

and improvement of water and sanitation infrastructure (6%), rehabilitation of destroyed shelters (2%), and access 

to education (2%). Ten percent of the funds will be allocated to UNHAS air service to maintain humanitarian 

access throughout the country. The United Nations recipient agencies are FAO, UNFPA, UNHCR, IOM, WHO, 

WFP and UNICEF. They will work together with implementing partners to deliver various projects over the next 

nine months. 

 

According to Florent Méhaule, Head of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

(OCHA) in Chad, "it is essential that other donors scale up their support because CERF funding will only cover a 

fraction of the needs. Chad is one of the countries where the humanitarian response plan (HRP) is the least 

funded. In addition, it is necessary to draw the attention of development agencies, to think about sustainable 

solutions and encourage projects that strengthen the resilience of affected populations." 

 

Note to editors: Created by the United Nations General Assembly in 2006, CERF is a humanitarian funding 

mechanism managed by OCHA, which enables a faster and more effective response to vital needs of people 

affected by natural disasters, armed conflicts, or under-funded crises. 
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Creation date: 14 September 2016
Data sources:
Funding data: FTS and UN agencies,as of June 2016
People in need and people targeted: Global Humanitarian 
Overview and Humanitarian Response Plan
Costs per person: Calculations based on FTS, UN agencies, 
GHO, HRP
INFORM: INFORM
CIRV: CERF secretariat
IASC Early Warning: IASC Early Warning, Early Action and 
Readiness Report, June 2016
Food Insecurity: FEWSNet, FAO GIEWS, WFP VAM
Conflict: Uppsala Conflict Data Program
Conflict Dynamics: International Crisis Group
Human Rights: Political Terror Scale
IDPs: INFORM
Hosted refugees: INFORM
Maternal Mortality: UNFPA, per 100,000 live births
U5 Mortality: INFORM, per 1,000 live births
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Of the 4.3 million people 
affected by emergencies, 
an estimated 3.77 million 
are food insecure including 
over a million severely food 
insecure in 2016 and 
728,000 children under five 
years suffer acute 
malnutrition. 
In addition, Chad is host to 
the world's seven-largest 
refugee population, with 
almost 400,000 refugee 
from CAR, Nigeria and 
Sudan. In Lac region where 
125,000 people are 
displaced, secondary 
displacement will probably 
continue in coming 
months.

A $10 million allocation will focus on 
the needs of 210,000 returnees, 
refugees from the Central African 
Republic and host communities in 
the south by supporting food 
security (cash transfers), nutrition 
and health services, and 
maintenance of water supply 
infrastructure, rehabilitation of 
destroyed shelters, as well as air and 
freight services to maintain 
humanitarian access.


