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Polio this week - As of 3 July 2013

Last week, 20,000 Rotarians from 160 countries gathered in Lisbon, Portugal for the annual Rotary International

Convention. Rotary and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation announced an extension of their existing fundraising

partnership that could generate up to US$525 million for polio eradication. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation will

match two dollars for every new dollar Rotary commits to polio eradication, up to US$35 million per year, through 2018.

More.

In Pakistan, a WPV1 outbreak centred in Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) is continuing. The epicentre of the

outbreak is in areas where immunizations are limited due to access challenges. See ‘Pakistan’ section for more.

Wild Poliovirus (WPV) cases

Total cases Year-to-date 2013 Year-to-date 2012 Total in 2012 

Globally 95 88 223

- in endemic countries 47 84 217

- in non-endemic countries 48 4 6

 
 
Case breakdown by country
 

Countries

Year-to-date 2013 Year-to-date 2012
Total

in

 2012

Date of

most  

 recent

case
  WPV   WPV3  W1W3   Total   WPV1   WPV3  W1W3   Total 

Pakistan 18   18 19  2  1 22 58 6-Jun-13

Afghanistan      3    3 10   10  37 6-Jun-13

Nigeria 26    26 40 12  52 122 18-May-13

 Somalia  41    41              0 03-Jun-13

 Kenya 7   7      0 03-Jun-13

Chad     4  4 5 14-Jun-12

Niger        1 15-Nov-12

Total 95 0 0 95 73 14  1 88 223 

Total in endemic

countries     
47 0 0 47 69 14 1 84 217  

 Total outbreak 48    0    0  48  4 0 0 4 6  

Data in WHO as of 03 July 2012 for 2012 data and 02 July 2013 for 2013 data.

Afghanistan

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The total number of WPV cases for 2013 remains three. The most

recent WPV case had onset of paralysis on 6 June (WPV1 from Nangarhar).

All three WPV cases this year were reported from Eastern Region, with links to both WPV1 in 2013 from neighbouring areas

of Pakistan and WPV1 in 2012 from Afghanistan. In the traditional high-risk Southern Region, no WPV cases have been

reported since November 2012. Particular focus will be on immunizing mobile populations and Afghan populations on both

sides of the border.
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No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases in 2013 remains three. The

most recent cVDPV2 case had onset of paralysis on 13 March (from Kandahar, Southern Region).

Subnational immunization days (SNIDs) were held this week, with resources focusing on Southern and Eastern Region.

Nigeria

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The total number of WPV cases for 2013 remains 26. The most recent

WPV case had onset of paralysis on 18 May (WPV1 from Bauchi).

No new cases of cVDPV2 were reported in the past week. The most recent cVDPV2 case had onset of paralysis on 24

November 2012 (from Kebbi).

Preparations are ongoing for the next subnational Immunization Plus Days (IPDs) northern and middle-band states on 6-9

July.

Pakistan

One new WPV case was reported in the past week (WPV1 from North Waziristan, Federally Administered Tribal Areas –

FATA), bringing the total number of WPV cases for 2013 to 18. The most recent WPV case in the country had onset of

paralysis on 6 June (WPV1 from Bara in Khyber Agency, FATA).

In addition to this latest WPV1 case, North Waziristan is also affected by an ongoing cVDPV2 outbreak. It is an area where

immunization campaigns have been suspended by local leaders since last June. To minimize the risk of a major WPV1

and/or cVDPV2 outbreak in this area, it is critical that access to children is granted as quickly as possible. Immunization

campaigns in neighbouring high-risk areas are being intensified, to further boost population immunity levels in those areas

and minimize the risk of further spread.

FATA is the major WPV1 reservoir in Pakistan at the moment. Of 18 WPV1 cases reported in the country in 2013, more than

half are from FATA. Khyber Agency is particularly affected, with seven cases confirmed since end-April. This outbreak is

threatening progress achieved elsewhere in the country and in neighbouring Afghanistan.

In 2011 and 2012, Bara was the epicentre of a major outbreak which also spread to other areas. 

Central Africa: Chad and Cameroon

In Chad, no new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The most recent WPV case had onset of paralysis on 14 June

2012 (WPV1 from Lac).

However, one new cVDPV2 case was reported in the country, with onset of paralysis on 12 May (from Ennedi in northern

Chad), bringing the total number of cVDPV2 cases for 2013 to three. The virus is linked to the ongoing cVDPV2 outbreak

affecting Chad.

In Cameroon, no new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases for 2013 remains

one (onset of paralysis on 9 May from Extreme-Nord).

Emergency outbreak response plans are currently being finalized in both countries. In Chad, nationwide campaigns were

held on 23-26 June with trivalent OPV, with further campaigns planned in August. Cameroon will conduct its first round in

the north of the country on 26-29 July with trivalent OPV.

Horn of Africa

17 new WPV cases were reported in the past week (16 WPV1s from Somalia and one WPV1 from Kenya), bringing the total

number of WPV1 cases in the region to 48 (41 WPV1s from Somalia and seven WPV1s from Kenya). The most recent

cases in the region had onset of paralysis on 3 June (WPV1s from Somalia and Kenya).

The bulk of the newly-reported cases are from Somalia’s Banadir province, which remains the epicentre of the outbreak.

However, two of the new cases are from Lower Shabelle region, in south-central Somalia, where access for supplementary

immunization activities (SIAs) has been compromised for the past three years. As many as 500,000 children in this area are

at particular risk of polio at the moment. Efforts are ongoing to operate in this area, and vaccinations are continuing at entry

and exit points to build up immunity levels.

Outbreak response continues across the Horn of Africa, including in Ethiopia and Yemen. 

West Africa

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The most recent case in the region was a WPV1 from Tahoua province

in Niger with onset of paralysis on 15 November 2012.

Multi-country immunization campaigns are planned in West Africa for October. Mali and Niger have sub-national

immunization days planned in July.
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