
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 An earthquake measuring 

5.7 on the Richter scale 

affects more than 2,500 

people in North Cotabato. 

 Most clusters reach Bopha 

Action Plan targets; residual 

early recovery, livelihood, 

agriculture, health, and 

education needs remain. 

 Affected communities 

participate in Bopha After 

Action Review. 

FIGURES 

Bopha Response 

Displaced 
people inside 
evacuation 
centres 

11,767 

Displaced 
people outside 
evacuation 
centres 

921,649 

Houses totally or 
partially 
damaged 

158,769 

Source: Department of Social 
Welfare and Development Disaster 
Response Operations Monitoring 
and Information Center, 30 April 
2013 
 
 

FUNDING 

Bopha Response  

62.8 million  
requested (US$) 

 

67 % funded 
 
 
Mindanao excluding 
Bopha 

28.1 million  
requested (US$) 

 

6 % funded 
Source: Financial Tracking Service  
 

 
  Source: National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Earthquakes and aftershocks felt in Mindanao 
5.7 magnitude earthquake affects over 2,500 people in North Cotabato 

An earthquake measuring 5.7 on the Richter scale occurred near Carmen municipality, 
North Cotabato province on 1 June. It affected 484 families (2,578 people) and damaged 
a total of 360 infrastructures including 52 school buildings, according to the National 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council. A second quake of the same 
magnitude was reported in the same municipality two days later by the Philippine Institute 
of Volcanology and Seismology (PHILVOCS).  

The province of North Cotabato declared a state of emergency on 4 June and local 
authorities responded by providing medical assistance to the injured and financial 
assistance to affected families. Since the earthquake first struck, a total of 233 
aftershocks were recorded by PHILVOCS as of 5 June. To date, there are neither 
reported deaths nor Government request for international assistance. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Rainy season begins in the Philippines 
Philippine weather bureau announces the start of the rainy season 

On 10 June, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration (PAGASA), the country’s weather bureau, announced the onset of the 
rainy season. An Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ) caused flooding in Davao City 
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Credit: OCHA / M. Munoz 
Baganga, Davao Oriental (25 March 2013) – A community 
benefits from a CERF-funded debris clearing cash-for-work 
programme 

on 5 June and landslides in Bukidnon, Zamboange del Norte, and Zamboanga Sibugay 
provinces in Mindanao. A low pressure area also developed into Tropical Storm Yagi, 
(locally known as Dante), on 8 June and enhanced the Southwest Monsoon bringing 
rains and thunderstorms in Southern Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. No fatalities have 
been reported.  Yagi is the fourth tropical cyclone to enter the Philippine Area of 
Responsibility this year. 

Six months after Typhoon Bopha 
Most humanitarian clusters achieve targets in the Bopha Action Plan 

Six months since Typhoon Bopha, (locally known as Pablo), swept across Mindanao 
causing severe destruction in Davao and Caraga regions, Government agencies in 
partnership with humanitarian organizations have made significant progress in 
implementing the Bopha Action Plan (BAP). The Plan designated to assist the affected 
population is over 60 per cent funded. The United Nations Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF) accounts for the largest contribution to the BAP with a $10 million allocation 
for rapid response which enabled humanitarian partners to jumpstart activities. 

During the early emergency phase, evacuation centres were rapidly established and a 
comprehensive response to provide life-saving assistance was provided including 
provision of emergency shelter, general food distributions, emergency school feeding, 
and delivery of essential relief items.  

Through planned and targeted water, sanitation and hygiene interventions and by 
ensuring that people had continued access to health services through mobile health 
clinics, there were no reported outbreaks of diseases in the typhoon affected areas. The 
capacity of local health and nutrition delivery systems were strengthened with sentinel 
surveillance sites for nutritional screening established in 11 municipalities.  

Protection monitoring conducted across 53 municipalities, and protection profiles and 
advisories enabled clusters to ensure that the needs of the most vulnerable are 
addressed. Free mobile birth registrations for lost civil documents have been instrumental 
for affected communities to avail of government services.  

Cash-for-work programmes through 
debris clearing assisted in the 
establishment and restoration of 
basic services, and emergency 
employment allowed people to meet 
their daily basic needs and provide a 
foundation for longer term recovery 
and rehabilitation. 

With the severe magnitude and 
damage caused by Bopha, however, 
the Early Recovery, Livelihood, 
Agriculture, Health, and Education 
clusters will require continued support 
for the remainder of the year in the 
revised Mindanao Humanitarian 
Action Plan. 

For the recent Bopha Action Plan progress monitoring report visit: 
http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info/document/typhoon-bopha-cluster-integrated-
monitoring-matrix-may2013 

About 1,900 destroyed classrooms still in need of repair 

The devastation caused by Bopha not only destroyed homes and vast tracts of 
agricultural land but it also disrupted the lives and education of about 100,000 elementary 
school children in 561 schools across Davao and Caraga regions. Out of the 2,478 
classrooms reported damaged, 1,115 (45 per cent) are so severe that they can no longer 
be used without major rehabilitation or new construction. The Education Cluster 

Humanitarian clusters 

reach most Bopha 

Action Plan targets 

 

http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info/document/typhoon-bopha-cluster-integrated-monitoring-matrix-may2013
http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info/document/typhoon-bopha-cluster-integrated-monitoring-matrix-may2013
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Credit: WFP / C. Lim 
Manila (6 December 2012) – Since early December 2012, 
the Logistics Cluster has provided tactical support from 
Manila and Mindanao to move life-saving cargo by air and 
by land to typhoon affected areas 

 
 
Credit: DepEd XI / L. Mendoza 
Cateel, Davao Oriental (1 March 2013) – Tent temporary learning 
spaces continue to be used as classrooms 

responded by providing 597 temporary safe learning spaces, emergency school feeding 
to about 94,000 students, education materials, and psychosocial support to students and 
teachers.  

Despite the extent of the damage to school facilities, classes were able to resume on 3 
January 2013 by using safe learning spaces. These spaces are intended to provide a 
sense of normalcy in the lives of the school children, their families, and communities. The 
learning spaces facilitated continued access to education. Concerted emergency 
education programming by cluster partners contributed to an average of 95 per cent 
attendance rate in Davao and 
Caraga regions in the typhoon 
affected municipalities. 

While much progress has been 
made during the past six months, 
with the resumption of classes on 3 
June, major education challenges 
still remain in the two affected 
regions. About 1,896 classrooms are 
still in need of repair or require new 
construction. Temporary learning 
spaces continue to provide an 
alternative but with the onset of the 
tropical cyclone and rainy season, 
tent classrooms will not adequately 
provide protection for the children.  

Logistics Cluster delivers 25,000 metric tonnes of food and non-food items 

In support of the Government and the 
humanitarian community, the Logistics 
Cluster has, to date, ensured delivery of 
25,000 metric tonnes of food and 
essential non-food items to Typhoon 
Bopha affected communities. The 
cluster also established four 
humanitarian hubs in the hardest-hit 
areas to support the cluster 
coordination structure which facilitated 
effective delivery of goods and services.  

As the Logistics Cluster begins to phase 
down its operations with its deactivation 
on 15 June, a comprehensive roads 
assessment was undertaken to inform a strategic shift of delivery of food packages 
consisting of rice, mung beans and vegetable oil directly to 260 schools from July through 
September in Compostela Valley, Davao Oriental, Agusan del Sur, and Surigao del Sur 
provinces to ensure that beneficiaries in isolated areas are reached. Close collaboration 
with local communities to establish a delivery network has encouraged ownership of the 
process and will ensure sustainability in the coming months. 

As part of its exit strategy, the Logistics Cluster will hand-over critical non-food items 
including generators, mobile storage units and pre-fabricated offices to the Government 
upon its deactivation. 

Typhoon Bopha After Action Review 
Affected communities evaluate the typhoon emergency response 

From 24 to 30 April, a series of community consultations were undertaken in Compostela 
Valley, Davao Oriental, Agusan del Sur, and Surigao del Sur provinces as part of the 
Typhoon Bopha After Action Review (AAR). The AAR is aimed at drawing lessons 
learned from the humanitarian response and to strengthen disaster preparedness for 

Affected communities 

identify the need to 

strengthen feedback 

mechanisms and 

awareness of early 

warning systems  
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Credit: OCD XI 
Cateel, Davao Oriental (30 April 2013) – Communities 
provide feedback on the Typhoon Bopha humanitarian 
response 

For further information, please contact:  
Manila: David Carden, Head of Office, carden@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-513-9924 
Cotabato City: Muktar Farah, Head of Sub-Office, muktar@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-587-8179 
Davao City: Mel Schmidt, Head of Sub-Office, schmidtm@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-529-6691 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org | 
www.reliefweb.int 

future operations. This is the first time that direct feedback on the emergency response 
was sought from the affected communities in a systematic manner. 

Key findings from the consultations 
include the need to strengthen 
community awareness of early warning 
systems and conduct disaster 
preparedness activities such as multi-
hazard simulation drills and the 
establishment of reliable communication 
channels. The communities also 
requested the need to establish formal 
feedback mechanisms where they can 
openly express their concerns and to 
collaborate with authorities to find 
meaningful solutions. For the Typhoon Bopha After Action Review Report visit: 
http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info/document/typhoon-bopha-after-action-
review-report 

In Brief 
Rights of IDP Act of 2013 vetoed by the Philippine President 

On 24 May, His Excellency President Benigno Aquino III vetoed the IDP Bill adopted by 
Congress last February. The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, established by the 
Norwegian Refugee Council in 1998 upon the request of the Inter-Agency Standing 
Committee, has called on the government and the incoming Congress “to renew efforts to 
develop legislation to protect the displaced. By doing so, the government would not only 
ensure that adequate protection mechanisms are put in place to enable the displaced to 
claim their rights, it would also set an example of legislative pioneering that other 
countries in the region experience large-scale internal displacement can follow.” 

1,000 people still displaced in North Cotabato due to MILF-MNLF clashes 

On 5 May, a firefight between commanders of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
and the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) broke out in Matalam, North Cotabato and 
displaced at least 3,000 people. According to the Protection Cluster, an estimated 12,800 
people were initially forced to flee. A Memorandum of Agreement on 23 May intended to 
end hostilities; however, did not hold and renewed clashes since then caused further 
displacement. At least 1,000 are still displaced including those in host communities as of 
10 June. As the situation remains fluid, validation of the current number of IDPs is still 
ongoing by Protection Cluster partners. 

Sabah evacuees continue to arrive in western Mindanao 

According to the Crisis Management Committee Coordinating Center, about 14,835 
evacuees arrived in western Mindanao from Sabah since early February. Evacuations 
began as fighting broke out between the forces of the Sultan of Sulu and Malaysian 
authorities when the sultan attempted to reassert his claim to Sabah. For the past month, 
400 people continued to arrive in the provinces of Tawi-Tawi, Sulu, Basilan, and 
Zamboanga City.  

At least 1,000 people 

remain displaced due to 

MILF-MNLF clashes in 

North Cotabato 
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