
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Typhoon Bopha moving 

towards the Philippine Area 

of Responsibility.  

 Autonomous Region in 

Muslim Mindanao island 

provinces develop a multi-

hazard contingency plan. 

 OCHA Geneva Director 

Rashid Khalikov visits the 

Philippines to take stock of 

national and sub-national 

emergency preparedness. 

 

FIGURES 

Washi Response 

Total number of 
IDPs in Northern 
Mindanao (incl. 
CDO and Iligan) 

273,250 

IDPs in Cagayan 
de Oro (CDO) 

155,400 

IDPs in Iligan 52,700 

Source: DSWD Disaster Response 
Operations Monitoring and 
Information Center 
 

 

FUNDING 
Humanitarian Action Plan 2012 
Mid-Year Review 

51 million 
requested (US$) 

 

66% funded 
Source: Financial Tracking Service 

 
 Source: PAGASA 

Typhoon Bopha moving towards Philippines 
Preparedness measures undertaken by Government and humanitarian 
agencies 

On 30 November, the National Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Management Council 
alerted all regional and local councils to 
begin preparedness measures as the 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration 
(PAGASA), the country‟s weather bureau, 
projected that Typhoon Bopha (locally 
known as Pablo) will enter the Philippine 
Area of Responsibility (PAR) by 3 
December. Bopha is a large tropical 
cyclone with a diameter of 720 kilometres 
across and an estimated 24 hour extreme 
rainfall accumulation of 400 millimetres 
compared to 180 millimetres brought by 
Tropical Storm Washi which hit Northern 
Mindanao in December 2011; with 
maximum sustained winds at 175 
kilometres per hour near the centre, 
Bopha‟s winds are three times stronger 
than Washi. PAGASA expects Bopha to 
reach the coast of the Surigao del Norte 
and Surigao del Sur provinces by 4 
December. The Humanitarian Country Team and clusters at the national and Mindanao 
levels have held coordination meetings to discuss response capacities in the event the 
government requests international assistance. 

Strengthening emergency preparedness  
Philippines National Disaster Response Plan Framework Workshop 

A workshop on the National Disaster Response Plan (NDRP) Framework development 
was held on 21 and 22 November in Quezon City facilitated by the Office of Civil Defense 
(OCD) and the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) with the support 
of the Japan International Cooperation Agency and OCHA. The NDRP Framework will 
serve as a guide to national and sub-national agencies and local governments in 
developing and strengthening their emergency response and contingency plans. It 
outlines the minimum requirements to effectively coordinate and respond to disasters and 
aims to ensure the effective and efficient implementation of response activities through an 
integrated, multi-sectoral, and community based-approach.  
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Credit: OCHA 
Zamboanga City (29 November 2012) – Local authorities from the 
provinces of Basilan, Sulu, and Tawi-tawi developing a 
consolidated and multi-hazard contingency plan for the ARMM 
island provinces. 
 

 
Credit: OCD-ARMM 
Maguindanao province (8 November 2012) – OCHA Geneva 
Director Rashid Khalikov (far right) visits an IDP relocation site. 
 

Supporting contingency planning in Basilan, Sulu, and Tawi-Tawi 

On 29 November, OCD and OCHA 
co-facilitated a workshop in 
Zamboanga City to develop a 
contingency plan for the 
Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao (ARMM) island 
provinces of Basilan, Sulu, and 
Tawi-Tawi. Focus was placed upon 
preparedness actions which may 
be implemented including 
gathering baseline data, stockpiling 
relief items, and agreeing upon 
coordination processes within the 
government and with external 
stakeholders such as the 
humanitarian community. This is 
particularly important given the 
security constraints in accessing 
western Mindanao due to the 
presence of lawless armed groups. 

Iligan City Government and humanitarian partners collaborate on 
preparedness activities 

The Early Recovery cluster and the United Nations Development Programme supported 
capacity development of the local Disaster Risk Reduction Management (DRRM) Council; 
community-based DRRM trainings were provided in high-risk communities. The city‟s 
DRRM plan was updated and barangay (the smallest government administrative unit in 
the Philippines) DRRM plans are being developed following hazard mapping, risk 
assessments, and the mainstreaming of disaster risk reduction (DRR) and climate 
change adaptation into the Iligan City Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 

Progress was also made in the development of a community-based early warning system 
through the installation of flood prediction early warning devices including water level 
sensors, and the upgrading of the radio communication system and equipment. The 
DRRM Office  supported by Community and Family Services International (CFSI)  and 
other local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) has been conducting flood disasters 
evacuation simulation drills in communities near river systems; child protection and 
capacitating education practitioners on  DRR and „Education in Emergencies‟ initiatives 
were also undertaken by the Mindanao Emergency Response Network, CFSI, and Save 
the Children. 

OCHA Geneva Director visits the Philippines to take stock of disaster 
preparedness and response 

From 5 to 12 November, United 
Nations Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Geneva Director Rashid Khalikov 
undertook a mission to the 
Philippines to take stock of 
national and sub-national 
capacities for emergency 
preparedness and to gain a more 
clear understanding of the 
humanitarian situation in 
Mindanao. 

Mr. Khalikov recognized that an 
important success factor to the 
international communities‟ efforts 

Basilan, Sulu, and Tawi-

Tawi provinces develop 

a consolidated multi-
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Credit: OCHA / M. Eudela  
Iligan City (25 November 2012) – A family affected by Tropical Storm Washi 
living in a transitory shelter 

in disaster preparedness is the strong political willingness, dialogue, and cooperation in 
the Philippines at the highest levels. He cited that the National Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Plan which has put in place emergency preparedness structures and 
procedures can be promoted as a national preparedness best practice. 

Mr. Khalikov also reiterated the need to reinforce public information and emergency 
communication strategies especially at the local level to ensure that accurate and timely 
information reaches affected communities when disaster strikes. OCHA is currently 
carrying out a scoping exercise in the Philippines to establish an effective coordination 
and technical support system for communications with affected communities in 
emergency response.  

While in Mindanao, Mr. Khalikov visited internally displaced persons (IDP) relocation sites 
and communities affected by Tropical Storm Washi and saw firsthand the challenges 
faced by families who continue to be affected by multiple cycles of displacement due to 
armed conflict, clan feuds, and natural disasters. He commended the efforts of the 
government and humanitarian partners in developing the Philippines (Mindanao) 
Humanitarian Action Plan 2013 which aims to continue to respond to the needs of 
affected communities. The Action Plan will be launched in December as part of the global 
Consolidated Appeals Process. 

Feature Story 
“It’s about time for us to stand on our two feet”: Family affected by Tropical 
Storm Washi more resilient almost one year after being displaced  

“Panahon na gyud na mutindog kami sa amoang mga tiil. Daghan na kayo ang nitabang 
sa amoa, kami na pod magpakita sa ilaha kung gi unsa kami nila pagpakusog (It‟s about 
time for us to stand on our two feet. Many people have already helped us; it‟s our turn to 
show how they have empowered us),” said Nilda, a survivor of the devastation caused by 
Tropical Storm Washi in December 2011. 

During the first few weeks 
after the disaster, Nilda 
recalled the discomfort of 
being left homeless and 
not being able to provide 
for the basic needs of her 
two children and disabled 
husband. The timely 
assistance extended by 
the government, 
humanitarian partners, the 
local academe, and 
religious organizations 
has significantly eased 
her family‟s anxieties and 
feelings of desolation. 
After several months of 
staying in an evacuation 
camp, Nilda and her family are now living in a temporary shelter constructed by the 
International Organization for Migration and funded by the United Nations Central 
Emergency Response Fund. 

Almost a year since Washi washed away their home, Nilda and her family have gradually 
realized concrete steps on how to recover from their loss. With livelihood capital from the 
Humanitarian Response Consortium, her family put up a sari-sari (a local convenience 
store) which is now their main source of income. The small business has also helped their 
neighbors as they allow them to purchase needed goods and pay at a later date. 

Nilda is thankful for the tangible support provided by government service providers and 
humanitarian partners. She is inspired to do her active share in the rebuilding, 
reconstruction, and preparedness efforts in her new community. By next year, Nilda and 

Washi survivors more 

resilient almost a year 

after being displaced. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Manila: David Carden, Head of Office, carden@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-513-9924 
Cotabato City/Iligan City: Muktar Farah, Head of Sub-Office, muktar@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-587-8179 
Cagayan de Oro City: Sean Lezada, Officer-in-Charge, lezada@un.org, Tel. (+63) 916-711-3225 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://ph.one.un.org/response | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

her family will transfer to a permanent shelter that is currently being constructed by the 
National Housing Authority.  

In Brief 
Peace Panels make progress towards formulating the annexes of the 
Framework Agreement on the Bangsamoro  

On 17 November, a joint statement ending the 33
rd

 round of Formal Exploratory Talks  
between the Government of the Philippines (GPH) and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) peace panels was issued stating that substantial progress was made in crafting 
the three annexes to the Bangsamoro Framework on Power-sharing and Wealth-sharing. 
The Technical Working Group on Normalization was convened for the first time and initial 
discussions were positive. The peace panels and their technical working groups will meet 
again in December and reiterated their commitment to complete a comprehensive 
agreement by the end of the year. For more information on the Framework visit: 
http://www.gov.ph/the-2012-framework-agreement-on-the-bangsamoro/ 

GPH and MILF peace 

panels make progress in 

developing annexes to 

the Bangsamoro 

Framework Agreement. 
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