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WFP Assistance 

 Protracted Relief and 

Recovery Operation: 

Enhancing the 

Resilience of 

Communities and 

Government Systems 

in Regions Affected 
by Conflict and 

Disasters 

200743 

(April 2015 – March 

2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

73.6 m 
25.3 m  
(34%) 

3.1 m 
(22%) 

*April– September 2016 

The PRRO targets around half a million people 

affected by protracted conflict in Central Mindanao 

as well as typhoon-affected communities in Visayas 

and Mindanao. The assistance is tailored to reach 

the most vulnerable in areas where poverty, 

nutrition and basic education indicators remain well 

below the national average. WFP supports internally 

displaced people and returnees through market-

sensitive food assistance-for-assets options, school 

meals, and stunting prevention programmes for 

children under two years of age and pregnant and 

nursing women. 

 

Through the Disaster Preparedness and Response 

Programme under this PRRO, WFP implements 

initiatives such as capacity development trainings, 

installation of early warning systems, and 

community-based risk mitigation activities, to 

support local government units, academic 

institutions, civil society and NGOs in strengthening 

disaster preparedness and risk reduction 

mechanisms. 

 

This operation also features capacity augmentation 

and policy development components to optimise the 

disaster response structures and policy frameworks 

of the Government of the Philippines in support of 

the Philippine Development Plan (2011–2016).  

 

Special Operation: 

National Response 

Capacity-Building: 

Applying Lessons 

Learned From the 

Haiyan/Yolanda 

Emergency 

200706 

(July 2014 – June 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

9.9 m 
5.3 m  
(54%) 

n/a 

*April– June 2016 

The Special Operation aims to enhance the disaster 

response capability of the Government of the 

Philippines in areas of logistics and supply chain 

management to ensure that WFP is ready to activate 

response options at scale in a timely manner and in 

alignment with government relief mechanisms.  

Building on the key learnings from the Typhoon 

Haiyan emergency in 2013/2014, the operation aims 

to mitigate potential implementation bottlenecks and 

challenges as identified during the large-scale 

humanitarian response. 

 

The establishment of a network of disaster response 

facilities in Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao, in support 

of an improved and decentralised emergency 

response network, is a key element of the operation. 

WFP also provides technical assistance and trainings 

for government counterparts on practical, operational 

and strategic logistics. 

Highlights 

 105,000 people in Luzon and Mindanao were 

provided with food and cash assistance in March to 

improve their food security. 
 

 WFP has been providing technical support to the 

Government in conducting the Emergency Food 

Security Assessment to assess the impact of El 

Niño in Mindanao. 
 

 Ongoing military operation against the Bangsamoro 

Islamic Freedom Fighters in Mindanao triggers 

sporadic armed encounters which impact WFP 

operations in the area.   
 
 

Credit: Photo © WFP/ Marilou Cezar 

Caption: A participant in WFP’s asset-creation programme in 

Tangkal, Lanao del Norte receives her pay-out following the end 

of the first cycle of the project. 
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In Numbers 

408,000 people in need of food assistance 
 

49.6% 50.4% 
People Assisted 
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Operational Updates 

 WFP provided assistance to 105,000 individuals in 

Luzon and Mindanao in March to enhance their 

resilience through a range of food and cash 

assistance interventions. Of this, over 4,200 people 

received cash through the asset-creation 

programme, while over 4,400 pregnant and nursing 

women, and more than 6,700 children aged 6-23 

months were supported under the stunting 

prevention programme. Additionally, WFP provided 

school meals to over 59,600 school-age children in 
234 primary schools.  

 In partnership with the National Nutrition Council 

and local government units, WFP is providing a 

three-month nutrition support to children aged 6-59 

months to areas affected by El Niño (Lanao del 

Norte, Lanao del Sur and North Cotabato) and 

previous emergencies (Aurora, Quezon, and Tondo) 

help mitigate and prevent occurrence of acute 

malnutrition. 

 WFP has been providing technical assistance to the 

regional government of the Autonomous Region in 

Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) in conducting the 

Emergency Food Security Assessment to assess the 

impact of El Niño on the region. Data collection was 

completed in March, and WFP is currently providing 

support to data processing and data analysis. 

Preliminary results are expected to be presented to 
the ARMM Government in early April. 

 Under the FoRECAST (Food Resiliency in Emergency 

and Climate Change Adaptation Systems Tracking) 

project, WFP established a national Technical 

Working Group to ensure alignment with national 

policies and strategy on early warning for climate-

related hazards. In addition, a baseline research 

was commissioned to examine climate risks and 

hazards, existing early warning systems, and food 

and nutrition security profile of ten provinces. The 

results will be used to inform the next stages of the 
project. 

Challenges 

 The present climate of uncertainty and continued 

insecurity, with ongoing political campaigning, 

coupled with the fact that some areas have 

experienced civil unrest due to the effects of El 

Niño, contributes to a very tense and challenging 
situation. 

 Military operation against the Bangsamoro Islamic 

Freedom Fighters, a breakaway group of the Moro 

Islamic Liberation Front, is ongoing, sometimes 

triggers armed encounters and counter-attacks that 

often involve the use of improvised explosive 

devices. Criminal activities, which occasionally 

result in violence, also continue in areas where WFP 

operates. These circumstances have the potential to 

inhibit WFP operations from time to time and have 
to be carefully monitored. 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Despite being one of the fastest growing economies in 

Southeast Asia in recent years, declines in poverty were 

modest, leaving marginalised groups such as women, 

children and the elderly vulnerable to hunger and 

poverty. Government data for 2015 showed that the 

country's GDP expanded by 5.8 percent, down from 6.1 

percent in 2014. Poverty incidence worsened to 25.8 

percent in the first semester of 2015, from 24.6 percent 

over the same period in 2014. 

According to the 2015 Global Hunger Index, the food 

and nutrition situation in the Philippines is 'serious' 

despite steady improvements since the 1990s, 

positioning the country at 53 out of 104 countries. 

Prevalence of undernutrition remains an issue of public 

concern. Based on the 2013 National Nutrition Survey, 

wasting and stunting among children in WFP's 

operational areas in Mindanao remained a problem at 

8.5 percent and 39 percent respectively in 2013, which 

are above the national average and above the 

acceptable range as defined by the World Health 

Organization. 

WFP projects in the Philippines are in line with the 

Philippine UN Development Action Framework, and 

support the attainment of WFP Strategic Objectives, the 

Sustainable Development Goals as well as the Zero 

Hunger Challenge. 

WFP re-established its presence in the Philippines in 

2006 to support the ongoing Mindanao Peace Process 

and to help build community resilience to armed 

conflict, which undermines food security. 

Contact info: wfp.philippines@wfp.org 

Country Director: Praveen Agrawal 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/philippines 

 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 30% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

115 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 100 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/philippines

