
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

248 mt of food assistance distributed 

US$6.64 m six months (April-September 2018) 

net funding requirements, representing 11% of 
total 
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Credit: WFP/Marilou Cezar 
Caption: WFP Philippines National Ambassador Against Hunger KC 
Concepcion (center) and renowned Filipino chef Tony Boy Escalante (right) 
brings smiles to young Marawi children’s faces as they prepare nutritious 
and delicious meals for them during International School Meals Day. 
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In Numbers 

51% 49% 

Operational Context 

 A middle-income country, the Philippines is the second 

fastest growing economy in Asia, but has struggled to 

transpose these improvements into tangible human 

development gains. Poverty remains above 20 percent 

according to the Asian Development Bank. Food and 

nutrition security in the country declined from 

“moderate” to “serious” from 2016 to 2017 (Global 

Hunger Index). The Philippines ranked third out of 171 

countries in 2017 World Risk Index and fifth out of 181 

countries in the 2017 Global Climate Risk Index.  

The southern Mindanao region suffers from armed 

conflicts resulting in internal displacement. In May 

2017, the ISIS-inspired Maute/Abu Sayyaf Group 

occupied Marawi City, displacing more than 77,000 

families. The government has restored stability in the 

city but displacement continues to necessitate years of 

humanitarian assistance and rehabilitation. 

WFP re-established its presence in the Philippines in 

2006 with operations augmenting the country’s 

capacity to rebuild lives and provide help in line with 

the Philippine UN Development Assistance Framework 

and the 2013 Sustainable Development Goals, as well 

as the Zero Hunger Challenge. 

2016 Human Development Index: 

116 out of 188 

Chronic malnutrition: 33.4% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Population: 103 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

March 2018 

74,624 people 

assisted in March 2018 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 
 

 WFP wrapped up its on-site school feeding 
activities in the province of Maguindanao for the 
school year 2017-2018. More than 46,000 
students in 138 schools benefitted from over 900 
mt of rice, oil, and beans.  

 In its continued response to encourage school 
attendance among displaced students in Marawi, 
WFP, in partnership with the Office of Civil Defense 
– Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao, 
assisted eight schools in March, providing 2,584 
students with 5.3 mt of rice through school meals. 

 Through its relief operation to Marawi, WFP 
reached 1,143 families, or 5,715 individuals, in the 
two municipalities of Poona Bayabao and 
Lumbatan with 57.15 mt of rice. Each family 
received a monthly ration of 50 kg of rice. 

 For its emergency operation for families affected 
by Tropical Storm Tembin (locally known Vinta), 
3,817 families, or 19,085 individuals, were 
reached by WFP for the month of March. A total of 
663.25 mt of rice was distributed to 11 
municipalities in Lanao del Sur. 

 On 2 March, WFP wrapped up the Operational 
Emergency Logistics Training in Tagaytay City. The 
training aimed to familiarize national and regional 
staff from the Office of Civil Defense, Department 
of Social Welfare and Development, and other 
partner organizations on the concept of emergency 
logistics at the operational level and to further 
create awareness on its importance. This follows 
Strategic Emergency Logistics Training and 
Practical Emergency Logistics Training. 

 On 14 March, the US Ambassador to the 
Philippines formally handed over the PHP 100 
million (USD 2 million) government assistance, 
through the United States Agency for Internal 
Development, to WFP and the Government of the 
Philippines. This contribution helps WFP in 
reaching more families and communities affected 
by the Marawi conflict. 

Contact info: Catherine Mones (catherine.mones@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Stephen Gluning 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/philippines 
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 Verification was conducted prior to and during the 
distribution of assistance. Local government units, 
including the municipal police, were active in 
managing the distribution. The people assisted 
expressed their appreciation on the quality of rice 
provided to them and hoped that the assistance 
will continue until they recover. 

 WFP partnered with a local non-government 
organization to conduct distribution monitoring for 
general food distributions in Lanao del Sur, 
observing the distribution process and interviewing 
people assisted at the distribution site.  

 Provision of nutritious commodities for children 
and pregnant and nursing women continues 
through the barangay (administrative sub-unit) 
health stations. Parents observed that their 
children have grown to become lively and playful 
since they started consuming the specialized 
nutritious food provided by WFP. 

 

Challenges 

 Five months have passed since Marawi City has 
been liberated and only 27,770 families out of the 
77,170 displaced have returned to 42 barangays 
(administrative sub-units) in Marawi. Both 
returning and displaced families continue to require 
humanitarian assistance to fully recover. 

 Funding remains a huge challenge and could result 
in beneficiary cutbacks, non-distribution of food 
commodities, low programme implementation and 
organizational restructuring.  

 

International School Meals Day 

In celebration of International School Meals Day, WFP 
Philippines National Ambassador Against Hunger KC 
Concepcion and renowned Filipino chef and restaurant 
owner Tony Boy Escalante visited schools supported 
by the emergency school meals project in Marawi City 
in March. 
 
Chef Tony Boy, his team, and KC prepared delicious 
and nutritious meals for the children using affordable 
and locally sourced ingredients, so that parents can 
replicate the dish at home, where a family’s nutrition 
begins. 

 

Donors 

United States of America, Australia, United Kingdom, Republic of 

Korea, Norway, Azerbaijan, Canada, New Zealand, Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia, Japan, Italy, United Nations Central Emergency 

Response Fund 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WFP joined the 100th Climate Outlook Forum of 
the Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA). 
WFP linked its partners towards having deeper 
knowledge about PAGASA’s products and 
services that strengthen local climate change 
efforts. PAGASA also presented WFP with the 
2018 Wind Vane Award for strengthening the 
capacity of local government units to prepare for 
and respond to disasters by equipping them with 
early warning systems, automatic weather 
stations, and climate information systems. 

 The Department of Health and WFP partnered in 
the conduct of a series of Training of Trainers on 
the Management of Moderate Acute Malnutrition. 
More than 200 participants from all over the 
country were engaged in insightful discussions 
that shared knowledge and skills needed to 
identify and manage children with moderate 
acute malnutrition. 

 At the 2018 PANATA Ko sa Bayan Awards, WFP 
received another Salamat Po Award from the 
Department of Social Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) for its continued support. For more than 
a decade, WFP has supported DSWD in providing 
assistance to communities affected by disasters 
and conflict across the country. 

 

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Confirmed 

Contributions 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Enhancing the Resilience of Communities and Government 

Systems in Regions Affected by Conflict and Disasters 

PRRO 200743 

(April 2015 – June 2018) 61.76 m 
35.74 m 

(58%) 

6.64 m 
(11%) 

National Response Capacity-Building: Applying Lessons Learned 

from the Haiyan/Yolanda Emergency   

SO 200706 
(July 2014 – June 2018) 

8.4 m 
5.3 m  
(63%) 

- 

Immediate Response to People Affected by Typhoon “Vinta”   

IR-EMOP 201119 
(January 2018 – March 

2018) 
1 m - 1 m 

*April 2018 – September 2018 

All figures provisional.  

 

 

Monitoring 

 Emergency food assistance to displaced 
populations affected by both the Marawi conflict 
and Tropical Storm Tembin continues in March. 
Prior to distribution dates, levelling off meetings 
with local government units were conducted to 
ensure a smooth distribution process. In areas 
affected by “rido” (clan wars), wives and adult 
children claimed the food assistance on behalf of 
the fathers who are household heads. 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf

