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COUNTRY STRATEGY:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
OPERATIONS: 

 

Project  

Duration 

Planned 

Number 

of People 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

Received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 

Donors 

PRRO 200296: Support for 

Returnees and Other Conflict-

Affected Households in Central 

Mindanao, and National 

Capacity Development  in 

Disaster Preparedness and 

Response 

May12 – 

Mar15 

1.5 million 

 
99 million 76 million 79% - 

USA, 

European 

Commission

, Philippines, 

Australia, 

Private 

donors 

SO 200706: National Response 

Capacity-Building: Applying 

Lessons from the 

Haiyan/Yolanda Emergency 

Jul14 – 

Jun16 
n/a 10 million 2 million 20% n/a 

UK, Private 

donors 

IR-EMOP 200801: Immediate 

Response to People Affected by 

Typhoon Hagupit 

Dec14 – 

Mar15 
.3 million 1 million 1 million 100% n/a  

*February-July 2015 

 
 

Summary of WFP assistance: Since 2006, WFP has implemented several activities in Mindanao, including school 
feeding, supplementary feeding for pregnant women and nursing mothers children under five years, provision of 
micronutrient powders, general food distribution (GFD), and food assistance for assets and training (FFT). WFP 
pays particular attention to the empowerment of women across all activities, for example, FFT projects that chart 
income-generating paths for women.  
 
WFP provides assistance through a Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) in conflict-affected areas 
where levels of poverty and food insecurity are high due to the combination of manmade and natural disasters. To 
address the latter, the PRRO features a disaster risk reduction component. Under the PRRO, WFP also delivered 
assistance to people affected by the Bohol earthquake and the armed conflict in Zamboanga. 
 
WFP launched a Special Operation in 2014 which builds on the lessons learned from the typhoon Haiyan response. 
It addresses the challenges identified during the response by enhancing the disaster response capability of the 
Government in the areas of logistics and supply chain management.   
 
Overall, WFP projects in the Philippines are in line with the Zero Hunger Challenge, the development goals of the 
Government of the Philippines, and the attainment of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5 and 7. 
 

WFP activities in the Philippines focus on assisting vulnerable 

populations affected by armed conflict and natural disasters 

in Visayas and Mindanao through general food distribution, 

food assistance for assets and training, school meals, and 

supplementary feeding. The current PRRO provides 

assistance to 1.4 million people affected by protracted 

conflict in Central Mindanao as well as disaster-affected 

communities in Central Visayas and Eastern Mindanao. As 

the Philippines is one of the world’s most disaster-prone 

countries, WFP is also helping the Government strengthen 

its disaster preparedness and response capacities. WFP re-

established its presence in the Philippines in 2006 to support 

the ongoing Mindanao Peace Process and to help build 

community resilience to armed conflict, which undermines 

food security.  Photo credit: WFP Philippines/Mei Nebreja-Santos 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/philippines
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp270654.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp270654.pdf
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 

 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP continues to work closely with its key government partners, NGOs and other stakeholders for the successful 

implementation of activities under the PRRO and its other projects. DSWD serves as WFP’s main implementing partner 

for GFD and cash activities, leveraging DSWD’s already established safety net programme. Other government partners 

include the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Agrarian Reform, as well local government units. As a 

result, valuable assistance in terms of targeting, beneficiary registration and other support services are being provided. 

Building on the current activities of the PRRO, the new Special Operation involves collaboration with DSWD, the Office of 

Civil Defense, the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council and local government units to strengthen 

national capacities in logistics and supply chain management. 

 

Coordination at the national level and local level in Visayas and Mindanao was achieved through the UN Country Team, 

the Humanitarian Country Team, the Mindanao Humanitarian Team and the Government-led Philippines Development 

Forum. The expanded disaster preparedness and response programme has also employed additional expertise from the 

civil society, academic institutions and selected NGOs.  

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Comprising over 7,100 islands, the Philippines is a low middle-income, 
food-deficit country with an estimated population of 96 million and ranks 
114 out of 187 countries in the Human Development Index Report 
(2014). In 2013, the Philippine economy grew by seven percent, 
fostered by steady economic development and stable food prices. 
Despite similar growth predicted for 2014, the economic effects of 
typhoon Haiyan (November 2013) are expected to have substantial 
implications for the country’s growth.  
 
The country is considered to be one of the world's most disaster-prone 
countries—ranked second out of 171 countries in the 2014 World Risk 

Index and second out of 181 countries on the 2014 Global Climate Risk 
Index. Recent shocks include the armed conflict in September 2013, an 
earthquake in Bohol in October 2013, and typhoon Haiyan in November 
2013. Towards the end of 2014, the Philippines was struck by typhoon 
Hagupit, which made several landfalls across the country, the first one 
in Eastern Samar, which was still reeling from the devastation brought 

on by typhoon Haiyan. 
 
Mindanao has suffered from over four decades of conflict resulting in the 
destruction of private property and social infrastructure, and an overall degradation of living standards. While a 
comprehensive peace agreement between the Government of the Philippines and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front was 
signed in 2014, the peace process remains fragile with the risk of clashes and population displacement and the 
possibility of disruptions from rebel splinter groups. In addition, the 2013 National Nutrition Survey results show that 
only 15.4 percent of children aged 6-23 months meet the minimum dietary diversity, while at least 24.8 percent of 
pregnant women are nutritionally at risk. Underweight and stunting amongst children in WFP’s operational areas in the 
Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao are below the national average at 21.9 percent and 39.0 percent respectively.  

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 

 WFP provided 600 mt of rice and 98 mt of high-energy 

biscuits to people affected by typhoon Hagupit in 

December 2014, complementing the Government’s 

family food package. Early reports show that over 

265,000 beneficiaries in Samar provinces have been 

reached so far. In addition, WFP helped the government 

deliver relief items to the Hagupit-affected areas.  

 

 Tropical storm Jangmi swept through the Visayas and 

Mindanao regions on 28 December, causing massive 

landslides and severe flooding. WFP immediately 

delivered 2mt of high-energy biscuits to feed about 

1,000 families affected by the tropical storm in Bohol. 

 

 In December, WFP and the Department of Social 

Welfare and Development signed a Letter of 

Understanding to work together on building capacity for 

disaster preparedness and response in the Philippines. 

The collaboration will involve boosting DSWD's 

warehouses through the prepositioning of relief items 

and operational support equipment, as well as 

implementing training programmes on disaster 

response, logistics and supply chain management. 

 

  
 The military offensive against the Abu Sayyaf 

Group intensified towards the end of 2014, leading 

to armed conflicts in Sulu and Basilan. These 

conflicts, along with persistent inter-clan fighting, 

pose risks of incidental violence to WFP staff and 

assets. However, mitigation strategies coupled with 

the UN security management system have allowed 

WFP operations to continue without major 

constraints. 

 

 The last quarter of 2014 witnessed a series of 

natural disasters across the country. Several 

tropical storms and typhoons hit the Philippines 

including typhoons Kalmaegi, Vongfong and 

Hagupit. Different parts of the country were also 

jolted by earthquakes, including a magnitude 6.4 

quake in Sultan Kudarat on 2 December.  

 

 The alert on Mayon Volcano remains at level 3 

since 16 September 2014, which means that at any 

given time in the following weeks to months, the 

magma can eventually erupt quietly or explosively. 

WFP remains alert and prepared as the situation 

evolves.  

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/philippines
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp270654.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp270654.pdf

