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This report is produced by the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was 
issued by OCHA Pacific Office. It covers the period from 2 December to 3 December 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 4 
December 2012. 

Highlights 
Typhoon Bopha passed south of the larger islands of the 
Palau archipelago early this morning, with winds of up to 250 
kilometers per hour. Initial reports suggest that the nation’s 
capital, Koror, escaped significant damage. Information on 
damage outside Koror is slowly coming in but more is 
expected tomorrow, 4 December, when assessment teams 
deploy. The typhoon is moving away from Palau in a west-
northwest track in the direction of the Philippines.  

• The southern shift of TC Bopha on Sunday saved many 
islands from a direct hit and reduced the expected damage 
to Palau.  

• No casualties have been reported 

• Most affected areas include southern islands of Angaur 
and Peleliu and eastern coast of main island, Babeldaob.  

• Residence began returning home from the evacuation 
centers this afternoon. 

• Assessment teams being deployed and aerial 
reconnaissance considered for 4 December. 

• The Government is waiting for Initial Damage Assessments 
to be undertaken before making a decision on declaration 
of a disaster  

• Members of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, Donors, IOM and other international organizations in 
the region are on standby to support Palau authorities if needed. 

Situation Overview 

Typhoon Bopha passed over the islands of Palau on early Monday morning 3 December 2012. Affected areas 
include Koror, Angaur, Peleliu, Babeldoab, Kayangel and Sonsorol. Typhoon Bopha is continuing in a west-north 
west direction away from the Republic of Palau. Limited damage has been reported in the capital of Koror. Limited 
information is available at this time outside of Koror, particularly in Kayangal, Peleliu and Sonsorol.  

Between 27 November and 2 December, the National Emergency Management Office (NEMO) issued more than 
10 detailed Public Announcements warning residence of the Typhoons approach, precautionary measures to be 
taken, and the opening of the evacuation centers. Last week residents boarded-up homes while 45 Evacuation 
Centers opened across the country where many families sought shelter over the weekend in anticipation of the 
Typhoon. The National Emergency Committee declared “Condition 1” Sunday afternoon, when typhoon force winds 
were expected to hit within 12 hours, and restricted movements of the population. By noon today the government 
declared “Condition 4: normal conditions” allowing evacuee to return to their homes and begin assessing the 
damage and cleaning up debris. Electricity was switched off at 6:00PM on Sunday and is now being restored in 
Koror where internet, mobile services and land lines are also operational. Many other parts of the country remain 
without power and disrupted communications are being restored.  

There are no reported deaths/casualties at this time. Flights were suspended at Roman Tmetuchl International 
Airport this morning but the airport is now open. Roads in Koror were open this afternoon. The north-east coast 
road has sustained damages due to the storm surge making populations in low-lying areas of the north/east coast 
of Babeldaob inaccessible, however, residents are phoning in damage reports. The hospital is now open with no 
long lines reported. Critical patients were safely evacuated over the weekend to the old Prime Minister’s residence. 

Power generation to be reinstated in Koror and Airai (over 75% of population) by Tuesday. Koror priority, then 
Babeldaob. Kayangel, northern atoll/state, had power service throughout. Peleliu and Angaur, once roads are 
cleared should be able to boot up power generation.  
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Most affected locations based on initial information 

Based on limited information coming in on day one, the most affected areas according to ground assessment and 
government reports, include: 

Angaur Island (pop 330) southern island 40 kms north of Typhoon Bopha track. Severe damage reported to public 
buildings and homes. Six homes destroyed. Limited vehicle movement due to debris and felled trees. ). Angaur 
requested urgent assistance for their assessment as blocked roads hamper overview of damage. No water craft 
(even patrol boat) able to travel to Angaur due to ocean conditions. Request aircraft/helicopter to bring assessment 
team. 

Peleliu Island (pop 723) approximately 50 kms north of Typhoon Bopha track. Heavy winds and damage to 
vegetation/crops but most homes reported ok. 

 

The following three states are on the east coast of the 
main island, Babeldaob.  

Melkeok (pop 403) - Heavy damage reported to almost 
all coastal homes, no water or power, and limited access 
to the area due to debris on the main coastal road. 

Ngiwal (pop 230) - All houses on coast damaged or 
destroyed due to storm surge. No water or power. 
Limited access but road clearance underway. Parts of 
road completely washed away.. 

Ngaraard (pop 598) - Community of Ngkeklau reported 
no water or power. No access on road. Most homes on 
coast damaged and some shifted to road blocking 
access. Coastal community of Ulimang reported almost 
all houses totally damaged due to storm surge 
displacing several structures. Boarding school 
completely damaged. 

 

Initial Rapid Assessment 

An Initial Rapid Assessment is being organised by NEMO today with the expectation that four teams deploy to the 
most affected areas from tomorrow, 4 December. In addition, an aerial assessment was being considered. NEC 
requested US Embassy to assist with air service to support assessment of Angaur. US Embassy, after receipt of 
official request, will respond. 

Humanitarian Preparedness/Response 

While the tropical storm was approaching Palau, the IFRC and OFDA deployed staff to Koror as a precautionary 
measure. OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific staff arrived in Koror this evening at the request of the NEMO. IOM 
deployed two staff from Pohnpei to be on stand-by in Yap State, in addition to a logistics expert on stand-by in 
Pohnpei should there be a request for assistance. 

A US Navy vessel arrived in Palau on Saturday night should there be a request to assist. A US Construction and 
Civic Action Detail (CCAD) Team, consisting of the US Mobile Construction Battalion 74 (“SeaBees”) based in 
Koror, have been requested by the Government of Palau to be on standby. 

Pacific Missionary Aviation (PMA) is available to provide passenger and cargo airlift from Koror to Peleliu and 
Anguar if needed. The PMA aircraft located in Yap, FSM, is awaiting clearance to land in Koror 4 December. 

OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific (OCHA ROP) supported activation of the International Charter to acquire 
Satellite imagery of the affected areas.  

General Coordination 

The National Emergency Committee, chaired by the Vice President of Palau, is comprised of numerous 
Government departments and has been convened on a daily basis since the initial approach of tropical storm 
Bopha seven days ago. Over the past week, OCHA ROP has been in regular contact with the NEMO, donors in the 
region, the IFRC and other humanitarian partners positioned to respond if needed.

Coastal building moved and destroyed by storm surge north 
of Koror on east coast of Babeldaob. Credit: IFRC 



 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Greg Grimsich, HAO, grimsich@unocha.org, Cell (+679) 999 1689 

Jo McIntosh, Public Information Officer, mcintoshj@unocha.org, Tel: (+679) 331 7326. 

For more information, please visit www.phtpacific.org,  www.unocha.org   www.reliefweb.int  

 


