
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
   

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Humanitarian partners 

urgently need more 

resources to sustain 

assistance for more than 1 

million people currently 

displaced in north-west 

Pakistan due to conflict and 

insecurity since 2008.  

• Low measles vaccination 

coverage continues to 

threaten the lives of 

thousands of children in 

Pakistan. From January to 

mid-May this year, 10,875 

measles cases were 

reported, equivalent to 73 per 

cent of cases reported the 

whole of last year. 

FIGURES 
Estimated flood-
affected people 
still in need 
(Clusters) 

1.5 
million 

Estimated IDPs in 
KP and FATA 
(UNHCR) 

1.05 
million 

Estimated 
returnees to FATA 
since 2009 (FDMA) 

1.3 
million 

Registered  
Afghan refugees 
(UNHCR) 

1.64 
million 

FUNDING 
Complex Emergency 
in KP and FATA 

160m (US$) 
Required from June to 
December 2013, under the 
Humanitarian Operational 
Plan (HOP).  

167m* (US$) 
Contributed by May 2013 for 
projects against the HOP.  

*Includes a $25 million in-kind 
donation of 150,000 tons of wheat 
from the Government of Pakistan. 

 Displacements increase in north-west Pakistan   
Nearly 60,000 people could be displaced due to ongoing security operations 
in Kurram Agency 
Humanitarian partners are registering and providing assistance to families displaced from 
central Kurram Agency in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), who have fled 
their homes since mid-May due to the Government of Pakistan’s security operations 
against non-state armed actors.  
Registration of this new caseload resumed on 23 May after it was halted on 19 May after 
just two days, when violent protests ensued among the displaced families. By 27 May, 
partners had registered 5,192 families (31,152 people) in Kurram Agency. Local authorities 
and humanitarian partners indicate they expect about 60,000 people to be displaced due to 
ongoing security operations in Kurram Agency. Humanitarian partners are providing food 
rations, non-food items and other relief services to the displaced families. 
Humanitarian partners are also conducting a detailed multi-sector inter-agency assessment 
in central Kurram Agency of the needs of the newly displaced families. Initial assessments 
indicate the displaced families urgently need food, temporary shelter, relief items, health 
care, cash assistance, livelihoods support and clean water.  

 
The recent displacements from central Kurram Agency compound an already alarming 
humanitarian situation, and add to the displacement of 17,140 families (79,839 people) in 
March and April 2013 from the Tirah Valley in Khyber Agency, FATA, as of 7 May. The 
Tirah Valley displacements were triggered by an escalation of hostilities between rival 
armed groups and the Government’s security operations against armed non-state actors.  
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In total, more than 1 million people (175,030 families) are now displaced in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and FATA due to conflict and insecurity since 2008, and need ongoing 
humanitarian assistance.  
The Central Emergency Response Fund and the Emergency Response Fund have 
together allocated a total of $4.9 million to support the initial humanitarian response to the 
displacements in FATA, but more funding is required to address the basic needs of the new 
IDPs and sustain assistance to the 1 million displaced people in north-west Pakistan.  
Under the 2013 Humanitarian Operational Plan (HOP), $167 million has so far been 
contributed by donors for relief activities. However, partners still require another $160 
million to address the most pressing needs and bring temporary relief to the displaced 
families and their host communities. The HOP will be revised to include the new caseload 
from Kurram Agency, which is expected to increase the funding requirements for the June 
to December 2013 period. 

Measles threatens lives of thousands of children  
Low immunization coverage remains a public health concern  
Low measles vaccination coverage continues to threaten the lives of thousands of children 
in Pakistan, especially in Punjab and Sindh provinces, where 54 per cent of 8,844 children 
assessed between January last year and mid-May this year were not vaccinated against 
the disease. Only 8 per cent of the children received the recommended two doses of the 
measles vaccine.  
Low measles vaccination coverage is largely attributed to poor management of health 
services, untrained staff at health facilities and in the field, lack of accountability, a weak 
public surveillance system, poor monitoring and evaluation systems, limited measles 
supplementary immunization activities, and overall low coverage of the routine expanded 
programme on immunization. 
Many of the unvaccinated children assessed by humanitarian partners developed post-
measles complications, leading to 25,859 cases and 570 deaths attributed to measles 
between January last year and mid-May this year, according to the World Health 
Organization’s Disease Early Warning System (DEWS). The number of measles cases and 
deaths so far reported this year are much higher compared to the same period in previous 
years.  

   Source: DEWS, May 2013 

From January to mid-May this year, 10,875 measles cases were reported through the 
DEWS, equivalent to 73 per cent of the 14,984 cases reported through all of last year. 
During the same period, 269 deaths attributed to measles have been reported, equivalent 
to 89 per cent of last year’s total figure of 301 deaths. 
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Measles is a highly contagious viral disease and a leading cause of death among young 
children globally despite the availability of safe and effective vaccine. Sporadic measles 
outbreaks are reported periodically but massive outbreaks can occur in communities where 
the vaccination coverage remains consistently below the required level. Low vaccine 
coverage remains a very serious problem and a public health concern in Pakistan.  

Nearly 11 million children vaccinated against measles in Punjab and Sindh 
In response to the epidemic, humanitarian partners have conducted supplementary 
immunization activities and vaccinated 10,776,527 children against measles during the last 
five months in Punjab and Sindh provinces. Children who receive single or two doses of 
measles vaccination may contract measles during outbreaks but are less likely to develop 
serious complications. Humanitarian partners and government health authorities are closely 
monitoring the situation through intensive disease surveillance and responding to each 
notified alert in line with standard WHO protocols, to contain the spread of the outbreak. 
The number of cases reported weekly in the DEWS is declining, but the measles outbreak 
in Pakistan is not yet over. 

Polio eradication campaign continues to face security challenges 
Meanwhile, insecurity continues to affect the polio eradication campaign in Pakistan. On 20 
May, gunmen attacked a polio vaccination team in Bajaur Agency in FATA, killing a 
policeman who was providing security. This was followed by another team being harassed 
and their equipment seized and destroyed in Frontier Region Kohat District, FATA.  
Humanitarian partners confirmed two polio cases in early May in North Waziristan, FATA, 
where the Taliban banned vaccinations nearly a year ago and approximately 161,000 
children have not been administered with a polio vaccine since June last year. 
Humanitarian partners are concerned that there could be more polio cases in North 
Waziristan and other areas if the vaccine is not administered to the children. 
Overall, Pakistan has made tremendous progress towards polio eradication over the past 
12 months. Wild Polio Virus type 3 is on the verge of elimination, with the last case reported 
in April 2012. Polio cases in 2012 were down by more than 70 per cent from 2011. Nine 
case of polio have been confirmed so far this year compared to 22 cases for the same 
period in 2012.  

Low stocks as preparedness activities continue 
Partners step up preparedness activities and emergency response plans  
With the monsoon season around the corner, humanitarian partners continue to work 
closely with the NDMA and PDMAs on inter-agency preparedness and response plans and 
conduct assessment preparedness activities. Summer monsoon rains are expected 
between July and September. 
Humanitarian partners have compiled information on relief stocks available in the country 
and requirements in case of an emergency response for up to 5 million people. Notably, 
funding constraints have left humanitarian partners with low relief stocks, which will hamper 
the provision of rapid response and life-saving assistance in the event of floods during this 
year’s monsoon season. Partners requiring large-scale relief stock supplies have outlined 
acquisition plans, including details of places where stocks may be acquired, the lead time 
required for the stocks to arrive in the country, and the cost of procuring items. 

Over 170 district officials and partners trained on emergency response  
With the support of the Government of Norway, the UN and NDMA also continue building 
the capacity of government officials and humanitarian partners at the district level, 
particularly emphasizing the importance of early, relevant, and effective humanitarian 
assistance. 
Partners have so far conducted capacity-building workshops on disaster preparedness and 
response for over 170 first responders in flood-prone districts in Balochistan, KP and 
Punjab provinces.  
These capacity-building activities will enable government officials to better respond to 
emergencies and enhance coordination between the Government and the humanitarian 

Ongoing preparedness 

activities include 

technical training for 

partners, development of 

tools and processes for 

joint assessments and 

inter-agency response 

plans, as well as 

capacity-building for 

government officials and 

local humanitarian 

partners. 

Humanitarian partners 

and government health 

authorities are closely 

monitoring the situation 

through intensive 

disease surveillance and 

responding to each 

notified alert in line with 

standard WHO 

protocols, to contain the 

spread of the measles 

outbreak. 

http://www.pakresponse.info/�
http://www.unocha.org/pakistan�


Pakistan Humanitarian Bulletin | 4 
 
 

 

www.pakresponse.info | www.unocha.org/pakistan  
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

For further information, please contact: ochapakistan@un.org 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.pakresponse.info | www.unocha.org/pakistan | www.reliefweb.int 

community. About 650 officials in 42 districts are expected to have participated in the 
capacity-building workshops by the end of June. However, the low participation of women, 
who constitute less than 10 per cent of the government officials and civil society 
representatives trained so far, remains a concern. Women bear the brunt of emergencies 
and their inclusion in such capacity-building activities is crucial to increasing awareness of 
addressing protection and gender concerns. 

Vulnerability high in flood-affected areas  
More assistance required to bridge humanitarian gaps in hardest-hit areas 
Many people in the flood-affected areas remain extremely vulnerable to the impacts of 
hazards such as floods as a result of poverty and underdevelopment, and this vulnerability 
has been compounded by three consecutive years of flooding in some areas.  
The table below summarizes the unmet needs in areas that were affected last year in 
Balochistan, Punjab and Sindh provinces, as well as the assistance provided thus far. As 
many as 1.5 million people may still require humanitarian assistance. 

Source: Humanitarian partners, May 2013  

 

Cluster Response summary Gaps summary 

Education  Assisted 74,714 people, including 31,396 
girls/females, out of the targeted 241,492; 
established 743 temporary learning centres; 
and conducted capacity-building activities 
for 1,035 teachers,1,039 school 
management committee members and 120 
cluster members. 

At least 3,148 schools need renovation so 
409,240 children can resume classes. At 
least 1,549 temporary learning centres are 
required to provide education to 156,149 
children in the flood-affected areas. 

Nutrition  Established 98 nutrition support sites and 
provided nutrition services to 96,312 
children under five and micronutrient 
supplements to 36,967 pregnant and 
lactating women. 

About 353,000 children under five and 
pregnant and lactating women need urgent 
nutritional support for at least three months. 

Health  Conducted 775,000 medical consultations; 
provided medicines to 892,000 people; 8 
mobile health units supported nearly 
100,000 women; and 676 victims of gender-
based violence received psychosocial 
counselling. 

At least 1,041,480 people in the flood-
affected areas require primary health 
services with health education. 

Food Security  Distributed food rations to 1,527,000 people; 
conducted livelihoods activities for 102,000 
people; and provided livelihoods assistance 
to 17,000 families.   

About 164,040 people need agricultural 
inputs. 

Shelter Provided low-cost shelter to 778,894 people, 
including 5,264 tents, 65,587 plastic sheets 
and 43,183 roofing kits. 

At least 126,988 households need shelter 
support; 108,158 households need blankets; 
241,462 households need mats/ beddings 
and 240,995 kitchen sets are also needed. 

WASH Provided safe drinking water to 1,160,187 
people, sanitation facilities to 296,190, 
hygiene kits to 885,996, and hygiene-related 
information to 799,224. 

More than 298,364 people require WASH 
services, including safe drinking water, 
sanitation and hygiene education. 

Protection Provided services to 135,934 people, 
including  29 per cent women, 19 per cent 
children, 3 per cent elderly people and 11 
per cent people with disabilities. 

People with specific needs, including the 
elderly and the disabled need continued 
assistance, especially social and material 
support. Children in areas of return, women 
and girls (especially those without community 
or male support) need protective services 
and access to gender-based violence 
response services. 

As many as 1.5 million 

people may still require 

humanitarian assistance 

in the flood-affected 

areas. 
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