
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Flash floods occur in Punjab 

Province as monsoon rains 

increase across the country. 

Drought conditions in south-

western regions may be 

ameliorated by the increased 

rains. 

• Partners seek funds to 

continue essential services 

for 742,000 people displaced 

in KP and FATA, as crucial 

relief activities face 

termination by September.  

FIGURES 
Registered 
displaced people 
in KP/FATA (UNHCR) 

742,000 

Returnees in 
KP/FATA (Government) 

1.3m 

Population 
affected by floods 
in 2011 (UN) 

5.2m 

FUNDING 
Complex emergency 
in KP and FATA 

140 million (US$) 
required for relief  

222 million (US$) 
required for early recovery 

Floods Early 
Recovery Framework  

440 million 
requested (US$) 

12% funded 

 

Monsoon rains strengthen across Pakistan 
Flash floods occur in Punjab as monsoon rains increase 
Monsoon rainfall in July was 43 per cent below average, according to the Pakistan 
Meteorological Department (PMD), but forecasts indicate the upper regions of the country 
may experience moderate to heavy precipitation in August.  
Parts of Punjab and adjoining regions of Pakistan-Administered Kashmir (PAK), Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and Balochistan received a relatively strong monsoon spell in early 
August, which resulted in the loss of lives and livelihoods in north-eastern Punjab and the 
adjoining regions. Nine people reportedly died due to the collapse of mud houses, 
electrocution or sudden flooding in rain water channels.  
Lahore, Rawalpindi and Gujranwala experienced urban flooding. The Chenab River 
recorded a medium flood level, which caused population movement and crop losses 
within the flood plains in Sialkot, Gujrat, and Mandi Bahauddin districts in Punjab 
Province. Numerous flooded water channels in Sialkot District caused temporary 
population movement and crop losses. Rescue 1122 effectively supported emergency 
responses in the affected districts. 
According to PMD forecasts, increased monsoon rainfall could also lead to flash flooding 
in PAK and KP, with its impact possibly extending to northern Sindh and northeast 
Balochistan.  
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Drought conditions in south-west may improve due to current rains 
The increased monsoon rainfall could ameliorate the mild to moderate drought-like 
conditions reported along the Balochistan coast and south-western regions of the 
country. Water shortages in the affected areas may lead to low yields of summer crops.  
In summer, monsoon rains and melting snow on glaciers in the northern areas typically fill 
the major dams that provide water for irrigation. Glacial melting has been slow this year, 
resulting in water levels that are less than the annual average levels of the last five years. 
Increased monsoon rains are expected to improve the water levels in the dams in the 
coming weeks. PMD forecasts indicate that the average rainfall anticipated in the upper 
parts of the country comprising Upper Punjab, KP, PAK and Gilgit-Baltistan is 20 per cent 
less than the long-term average and 40 per cent below the average in southern parts of 
the country, mainly due to the rapid development of the El Niño phenomenon as a 
consequence of relative warming of the Tropical Pacific Ocean.    
Meanwhile, several canal breaches reported in Sindh and Punjab provinces in July 
caused crop losses, livelihoods disruptions and temporary displacements. The breaches 
– mainly caused by operational lapses – were promptly fixed by local authorities, who 
provided immediate relief to the affected communities, supported by local NGOs. 

Disaster risk reduction lags due to funding gap    
Funding constraints curtail disaster risk reduction  
As Pakistan experienced below-average monsoon rains in July, humanitarian partners 
continued disaster management and disaster risk reduction capacity building activities for 
civil society organizations, NGOs and Government counterparts. Partners are constantly 
updating their contingency plans and adjusting them to be relevant to various potential 
humanitarian emergencies.  
However, following the floods of 2010 and 2011, immense disaster mitigation work 
remains to be done, but limited resources are available to carry out these initiatives. The 
Floods 2011 Early Recovery Framework is seeking $440 million for early recovery 
projects, but remains poorly funded at 12 per cent. As a result, many disaster risk 
reduction activities in the Framework have not been implemented. Projects seeking to re-
establish livelihoods and restore communities in areas affected by the 2011 floods in 
Sindh and Balochistan provinces in the south of the country have not received much 
funding, leaving humanitarian partners with severe funding shortages as they seek to 
help people re-build their resilience and break the cycle of flood and recovery.  
The lack of funding for activities to prepare communities for disasters and protect them 
against risks is a major concern, seeing that Pakistan has a history of relentless 
humanitarian emergencies caused by floods, drought, cyclones and earthquakes.  

Funding by cluster within the 2012 Early Recovery Framework (in US$) 

Cluster (% funded) Requirements Funding Gap 

Coordination (55%) $1,905,009 $1,055,901  $849,108 

Protection (5%) $11,647,545 $533,334  $11,114,211 

Education (2%) $21,581,765 $456,622  $21,125,143 

Nutrition (41%) $24,756,638 $10,185,567 $14,571,071 

CR/ER (1%) $42,500,000 $336,115 $42,163,885 

Health (6%) $52,069,693 $3,250,000 $48,819,693 

WASH (5%)  $61,108,455 $3,251,381 $57,857,074 

Food Security (35%) $69,474,818 $24,065,866* $45,408,952 

Shelter/NFIs (6%) $154,769,136 $9,562,743 $145,206,393 

TOTAL (12%) $439,813,059 $52,428,608   $387,384,451 
         Sources: Financial Tracking Service; FAO* 

Critical activities that 

contribute to the overall 

resilience of the people 

remain unfunded, with little 

indication that funding for 

preparedness, mitigation, 

and recovery is coming. 

Water levels in major dams 

are less than the annual 

average levels of the last 

five years. Increased 

monsoon rains are 

expected to improve water 

levels in the dams in the 

coming weeks. 
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Funding constraints cause further cuts in relief 
More than 742,000 displaced people in need of humanitarian assistance  
Humanitarian partners continue to scale back ongoing relief activities for internally 
displaced people (IDPs) and returnees in KP and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA) due to funding constraints. While the humanitarian caseload is increasing due to 
a continuing influx of IDPs and a slower rate of returns than originally expected, funds to 
provide essential services are fast dwindling, forcing cuts in relief. 
Agencies urgently require at least $140 million to continue essential humanitarian 
services until the end of the year. The funding gap is undermining ongoing humanitarian 
response and will have an increasingly serious impact in the coming months. At the same 
time, Government authorities in KP have predicted that humanitarian needs will continue 
until the middle of 2013.  
The immediate effects of inadequate funding include: an additional reduction in food 
rations, after they were already reduced in May; primary health care posts will face 
closure; life-saving treatment for malnourished children and pregnant women will end; 
basic items will not be available to help keep people warm as winter approaches; and 
education for many children will cease.   
The table below illustrates funds required by clusters to continue crucial relief activities in 
KP and FATA until December and the potential humanitarian impact of current funding 
constraints. 

Sources: Humanitarian partners in KP and FATA 

 

Cluster Funding gap  
(US$) 

Potential humanitarian impact of 
under-funding 

Target beneficiaries 

Food Security $58 m Food insecurity, erosion of coping 
mechanisms 

1.1 million people 

Health $17.3 m Increased risk of morbidity and 
mortality 

1.5 million people 

Nutrition  $7 m Malnutrition, increased risk of death, 
stunting, developmental delay or 
infectious diseases 

144,000 children; 98,000 
pregnant and lactating 
women  

Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene 

$14.6 m Lack of access to safe drinking 
water and poor sanitation, which 
may result in outbreaks of fatal 
diseases 

742,000 IDPs 

Shelter $9.6 m Lack of shelter  and negative coping 
mechanisms by potential returnees, 
including selling assets, taking 
loans and prolonged displacement 

168,000 families  

Camp 
coordination and 
management; 
Non-food items 

$20 m Lack of camp coordination and 
basic items for survival, resulting in 
negative coping mechanisms  

168,000 families  

Education $3.9 m Gaps in schooling and termination 
of education, which may increase 
the risk of child abuse, trafficking 
and child labour   

47,000 children in camps 
and 76,000 in host 
communities  

Protection $8 m Reduced protective services; limited 
psychosocial support; lack of 
referral services for domestic 
violence cases and disruption of 
reproductive health services 

742,000 IDPs 

Coordination $1.23 m Lack of coordination of 
humanitarian assistance 

Humanitarian agencies 

Total  $140 m   

Funding constraints have 

led to cuts in food rations 

and agriculture support.  In 

addition, crucial emergency 

health care, nutrition, 

protection, shelter, 

education water, sanitation 

and hygiene support face 

severe further reductions. 

http://www.pakresponse.info/
http://www.unocha.org/
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43.7%

31.5%

15.1%

Stunting Underweight Wasting

Malnutrition among children below 5 
years (NNS 2011) 

Insecurity, lack of basic services affect returns  
Displacements in KP and FATA last longer than expected  
Humanitarian partners are grappling with 
slower rates of return by displaced 
families to their homes in FATA due to 
security operations in Khyber Agency 
and lack of basic services in other areas 
of origin.  
Government authorities had estimated 
that nearly 90,000 families would return 
to FATA this year, but so far, nearly 
8,500 families have returned to their 
homes, with future returns likely to be 
slower than expected. Insecurity has led 
to the displacement of families from 
Bajaur, Mohmand, Kurram, Khyber, Orakzai and South Waziristan in the past four years.  

Returns particularly slow outside Bajaur and Mohmand agencies 
While nearly all displaced families have returned to Bajaur and Mohmand agencies, 
returns to the rest of the agencies remain slow. Khyber Agency has witnessed the 
displacement of more than 260,000 people since January due to security operations. The 
security situation has improved in the other agencies, but basic services have not, hence 
discouraging returns. More than 742,000 people remain displaced in KP and FATA. 
Humanitarian partners provide displaced families with return packages as they return to 
their areas of origin. The packages include hygiene kits, food, and emergency shelter 
support.  
The areas of return require significant early recovery support. Shelter and livelihoods 
support are key priorities for returning families, as well as more general development to 
enable them to rebuild their lives and restore their communities. Humanitarian partners 
require $222 million to support early recovery activities in FATA. A Framework for 
providing the required assistance awaits the Government’s approval. 

Partners seek to combat rampant malnutrition  
Little improvement reported over the past 10 years 

In Pakistan, 43 per cent of children under 5 
(around 10 million) suffer from chronic 
malnutrition and more than 15 per cent (around 
3.5 million) from acute malnutrition, according to 
the National Nutrition Survey conducted in 2011. 
These high malnutrition rates have shown little 
to no improvement since the last national survey 
was conducted 10 years ago.  
The 2011 survey found that infant and young 
child feeding practices are poor while knowledge 
about adequate feeding practices is limited. With 
the exception of iodine deficiency disorders, all 
other micronutrient deficiencies, such as vitamin 
A deficiency and iron deficiency, have worsened 
and are prevalent throughout the country. These 
deficiencies impair a child’s physical and mental 
development and contribute to an increased risk 
of morbidity and mortality.  
Malnutrition contributes to between 35 and 50 
per cent of under-5 child deaths worldwide with 

Returns to FATA since January 2012  

Agency Families Individuals 

Bajaur 789 3,670 

Mohmand 542 2,521 

Orakzai 1,223 5,689 

Kurram 3,194 14,858 

South Waziristan 2,705 12,573 

Total  8,453 39,321 

Humanitarian partners 

provide displaced families 

with return packages as 

they return to their areas of 

origin. But they also require 

significant early recovery 

support to enable them to 

rebuild their lives and 

restore their communities. 

The high child malnutrition 

rates in Pakistan have 

shown little to no 

improvement since the last 

national survey was 

conducted 10 years ago. 

Maternal malnutrition, a key 

factor in early childhood 

malnutrition, is also high. 

http://www.pakresponse.info/
http://www.unocha.org/
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For further information, please contact:  
Dan Teng’o, Reporting and Public Information Officer, tengo@un.org, Cell (+92) 346 856 3615 
Faisal Azam Khan, Reports Officer, jadoonf@un.org, Cell (+92) 302 851 9908 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.pakresponse.info | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

similar patterns for Pakistan. Although some practices around breastfeeding improved 
over the past decade in Pakistan, they are still far below the recommended standards 
and similar shortfalls are evident in the quality and quantity of complementary feeding 
provided to young children.  

High maternal malnutrition levels cause concern 
Still, two-thirds of mothers do not exclusively breastfeed their children up to the 
recommended six months of age, and only 8 per cent of children aged six to 24 months 
receive a sufficiently diverse diet to meet their nutritional requirements. Maternal 
malnutrition – a key factor in early childhood malnutrition – is also high. About 15 per cent 
of mothers are underweight, and more than half of all women suffer from anaemia. 
Frequent humanitarian emergencies such as the 2010 and 2011 floods and insecurity in 
the north-west of the country further aggravate this precarious situation.   

Partners adopt community-based approach to address crisis 
Humanitarian partners and the Government are addressing Pakistan’s malnutrition 
problem through the community-based management of acute malnutrition (CMAM) 
model, first piloted before the 2010 floods. Implemented in 44 districts across the country, 
it has involved mobilizing communities to raise awareness and promote healthy infant 
and young child feeding practices and screening to identify malnourished children.  
Community health workers, ‘Lady Health Workers’ and midwives are trained to provide 
these services in communities. Moderately malnourished children and pregnant or 
lactating women are identified through this process and can access supplementary 
feeding programmes and receive fortified nutritious foods to prepare at home. Severely 
malnourished children who have no other complications are provided with highly 
nutritious therapeutic food products, which are ready to be consumed at home. 
In response to the 2011 floods, humanitarian partners have to date provided life-saving 
support and treatment to more than 60,000 severely acutely malnourished children, 
137,000 moderately acutely malnourished children and similar numbers of pregnant and 
lactating women through the ongoing CMAM initiative.   
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