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Patterns of global weather associated with a 
powerful El Niño

Drought risk

El Niño in the Pacific (as of 4 December 2015)
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FIJI

of water distributed by the government 
to 67,000 drought a�ected people in 
Western, Eastern and Northern divisions 
of Fiji. Costs associated with water 
distribution to maritime islands are high.

Source: Commonwealth of Australian 2014, Bureau of Meteorology
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people might be a�ected by El Niño in 13 
Paci�c countries

4.7million

people are being targeted with food 
distributions in areas recovering from TC 
Pam impacts especially Tanna province, 
Shepherds islands in Efate province and 
parts of Malampa province.

Above normal rainfall likely to occur

Strong El Niño conditions continued in 
November 2015 and are forecast to 
remain the same through February 2015. 
As many as 4.7 million people in 13 Paci�c 
countries (2.4 million in PNG and the total 
populations of the remaining Paci�c 
nations) are at risk of adverse e�ects of El 
Niño. Governments are taking measures 
to mitigate the potential impacts of the 
drought.  
Firm numbers on a�ected people and 
estimated funding needs have so far been 
scarce however assessments are now 
underway in a number of countries that 
would provide more speci�c estimates of 
a�ected  people and a�ected sectors 
across the region. Drought warnings are 
in force for PNG, Fiji, Tonga and Samoa. A 
drought watch is in place in the Solomon 
Islands and drought alerts have been 
issued for Vanuatu and Palau.

17 million litres

VANUATU

90,000

18%
of households spending more than 30 
minutes collecting drinking water up 
from 5.1% in 2013.

SOLOMON ISLANDS

14 cyclones

Ten to fourteen tropical cyclones 
expected to occur during the 2015/2016 
cyclone season with four to eight 
expected to reach category 3 and 3 to 7 
of these expected to reach category 4 or 
5 status.

Highly elevated risk

Elevated risk

Severe Tropical Cyclone RiskDrought Risk

Region
Average

no of Tropical
Cyclones

Chance of more 
Tropical cyclones

Western

Eastern

7

10

15%

48%
Source: Commonwealth of Australia 2015, Bureau of Meteorology

The previously critical situation in 
Bellona has eased due to recent rain and 
the arrival of emergency supplies.

872

NAURU

9 tons of rice

communities in Makira a�ected by 
invading caterpillars that have 
destroyed root crops. This phenomenon 
is associated  with the extended dry 
season.

distributed by government in Bellona 
on 1 December 2015

cartons of 
bottled water 
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