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PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE 
 

Dear colleagues, 

Happy new year to you all! This is an update of the communicable disease outbreaks which are 
occurring in the neighbouring pacific islands and around the world.  The updated map of the 
outbreaks occurring in the pacific is attached for your reference.    

In week 1 of 2015, period ending 4th January 2015, the Pacific Syndromic Surveillance flagged the 
following syndromes: 

 Acute Fever and Rash: French Polynesia 
 Diarrhoea: Tokelau and Samoa 
 Influenza-like illness: American Samoa and Palau 
 Prolonged Fever: French Polynesia and Tonga 
  

Details of outbreaks: 
 
Influenza like illness 
From media reports, we are informed of many people affected with ILI in American Samoa.  
Consequently, absenteeism in schools has been reported.  To date, there has not been a written report 
from American Samoa of how many cases have been affected or what organism is causing this 
outbreak on the Pacific Public Health Surveillance Network (PPHSN).  We are awaiting a report 
regarding the outbreak from American Samoa. 
 
Chikungunya  
Chikungunya outbreaks are on-going in American Samoa, French Polynesia, Samoa and Tokelau.  
11 deaths have been reported in French Polynesia.  All countries have reported a peak in the number 
of cases.  See situational report no 10 for Samoa. 
 
Dengue  
Dengue serotype-1 outbreak is ongoing in French Polynesia. 
 
Measles  
There are measles outbreaks occurring in Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands. 
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Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) 
 There have been 20,206 reported cases of Ebola virus disease, with 7,905 reported deaths as of 31 

December 2014. Transmission is persistent in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone.  
 On 29th December, the United Kingdom reported its first confirmed EVD case to WHO. A 

female healthcare worker returning from an Ebola treatment centre at Sierra Leone.  The 
healthcare worker displayed no symptoms but on arrival in London she had become febrile. The 
case is currently under isolation at Royal Free hospital, London and is in stable condition.  

  
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS-CoV) 
 Between 19th and 30th December, an additional 3 cases of MERS-CoV including one death in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia were reported to WHO. To date, there have been 944 laboratory 
confirmed cases reported to WHO including at least 348 deaths. 

 Based on the current situation and available information, WHO encourages all Member States to 
continue their surveillance for acute respiratory infections and to carefully review any unusual 
patterns. 
 

 
Ma le faaaloalo tele, 
 
 
National Disease Surveillance & IHR Team 
 
 
 
 



 


