
GIEWS global information and early warning system on food and agriculture 

 

GIEWS Country Brief 

       Paraguay 

  
Reference Date: 03-August-2012 
 

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 The 2012 maize production forecast below the 2011 record 
level but still high 

 Favourable production prospects for the 2012 wheat crop  

 Exports of maize in 2012/13 (July/June) expected at 2 million 
tonnes 

The 2012 maize production forecast below the 
record level of 2011 but still high  

Harvesting of the 2012 main season (Zafriña) maize crops is underway. 
Earlier in the season, severe dry weather negatively affected the main 
producing areas of Alto Paraná and yields are estimated to be some 20 
percent below the record level of 2011. However, an increase in 
plantings is anticipated to partially offset the decline in yields. The 2012 
aggregate maize production (main and secondary season,  harvested 
in the first months of the year) is anticipated at about 3.1 million tonnes, 
8 percent below the record level of 2011 but still well above the average 
of the past five years.  
 
Planting of the 2012 wheat crops was completed in June under 
favourable weather conditions. The area planted is estimated to be 10 
percent higher than the relatively low level of 2011. Assuming normal 
growing conditions in the coming months, the 2012 wheat output is 
forecast at about 1.4 million tonnes or 16 percent above the frost-
reduced level in 2011. 
 
The prolonged dry weather, from December 2011 to February 2012, 
severely affected soya-beans crop -the main source of the country’s 
foreign exchange and production in 2012 is estimated at about 4.3 
million tonnes nearly 50 percent below the good level of 2011, reflecting 
a sharp decline in yields which more than offset higher plantings.  

Maize exports in 2012/13 (July/June) expected at 
high levels 
Maize exports in marketing year 2012/13 (July/June) are forecast at 
about 2 million tonnes, close to the record levels of last year. Exports 
are forecast to remain steady due to the still relatively high level of 
production expected this year and carry-over stocks from last year’s 
bumper crop. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


