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UNDP, Norway to work together in Ukraine to support women’s par8cipa8on in local poli8cs
Partners sign coopera.on deal to boost gender-responsive policies in decentralized local
government
Kyiv, 3 August 2020 – The United Na8ons Development Programme in Ukraine (UNDP) today
signed a new Coopera8on Agreement with the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Aﬀairs on a project
boost women’s representa8on and par8cipa8on in Ukraine’s decentralized local government
territorial communi8es.
Under the project, which has a budget of nearly $100,000, UNDP and Norway will work together to
promote women’s poli8cal par8cipa8on in local government in Ukraine, as well as strengthen the
ins8tu8onal capacity for gender-responsive decision-making in amalgamated territorial
communi8es.
Women’s equal par8cipa8on and representa8on in the local decision-making processes is cri8cal
for priori8zing women’s needs and issues in local governments’ agendas, and for localizing the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), explained UNDP Resident Representa8ve Daﬁna Gercheva,
aYer signing the agreement with the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Kyiv Chargé d'Aﬀaires a.i Fredrik
Arthur.
“The promo8on of gender equality and women’s empowerment are central to the mandate of
UNDP and its development approach to deliver on the 2030 Agenda,” Ms. Gercheva said.
“As Ukraine approaches the local elec8ons, it is important to raise awareness of the need for
gender equality and equal representa8on. Having more women in decision making will help
Ukraine achieve its commitments to gender equality and human rights and will ensure that
diﬀerent perspec8ves inform policies on the way to achieving the SDGs.
“This new UNDP ini8a8ve, which will be implemented with support of the Government of Norway,
will focus on suppor8ng women councillors in their new roles, helping them take conscious and
deliberate ac8ons that make a diﬀerence.”
Mr. Fredrik Arthur said the project would involve mentoring newly elected women local
councillors.
“Ge`ng more women to par8cipate in local poli8cs doesn’t just make local government more
representa8ve, it also makes it more responsive to the needs of the whole community, producing
beaer decision making and ul8mately a beaer quality of government,” Chargé d'aﬀaires a.i said.
Newly elected women councillors, in par8cular those represen8ng vulnerable groups such as rural
women and women with disabili8es, in amalgamated territorial communi8es in Kherson, Mykolaiv,
Zakarpa`a and Khmelnytskyi oblasts will be able to take part in ac8vi8es to enhance their
eﬀec8veness in their new public roles and further inﬂuence local decision-making.
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The project, which will run from August 2020 un8l July 2021, also aims to enhance public
awareness about the need for full, equal, free and democra8c par8cipa8on of women on equal
terms with men in poli8cal and public life. It will feature a public communica8on campaign and the
launch of an online course.
The new ini8a8ve is part of UNDP’s broader support for democra8c governance reforms in Ukraine
and boos8ng women’s poli8cal par8cipa8on in the country.
UNDP and the Kingdom of Norway, which is one of UNDP’s largest contributors globally, intend to
further strengthen their co-opera8on and to implement ac8vi8es that are consistent with and
suppor8ve of UNDP’s mandate and Strategic Plan, including promo8on of the implementa8on of
Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals.
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