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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Cereal production in 2017 forecast close to last 
year’s high level 

 Cereal imports in 2017/18 marketing year (July/June) 
forecast at near-record level 

 Prices of rice on increase since February 

 Typhoon Tembin severely affected large number of 
people in Mindanao Island 

Cereal production in 2017 forecast close to 
last year’s high level 
Harvesting of the 2017 secondary rice crop, accounting for about 
45 percent of the annual production, is underway and is expected 
to continue in some areas until June. Preliminary official forecasts 
indicate a record output of 8.7 million tonnes, slightly above the 
previous year’s bumper level. This would be primarily driven by 
higher yields, reflecting adequate irrigation water supplies and an 
increase in the use of high-yielding seeds and fertilizers provided 
through Government programmes. Taking into account the 
official estimates of the 2017 main crop, already harvested during 
the second semester of last year, the aggregate paddy 
production in 2017 is officially forecast at a record level of 
19.4 million tonnes, 5 percent above the 2016 output. 
 
Harvesting of the 2017 secondary maize crop is currently 
underway and will continue until May, while the 2017 main crop 
was already harvested last year. According to latest official 
forecasts, the 2017 aggregate maize production is set at an 
above average level of 7.6 million tonnes. The expected 
production is about 6 percent below last year’s record level 
reflecting a shift of area from maize to rice and limited availability 
of seeds. Localized damage to the 2017 secondary maize crop 
was caused by the passage of Typhoon Temblin in late 
December 2017, but overall the impact was limited. 

Cereal imports in 2017/18 marketing year 
forecast at near-record level 
Total cereal imports in the 2017/18 marketing year (July/June) 
are forecast at a near-record level of 7.2 million tonnes. Rice 
imports are forecast at 1.4 million tonnes in the 2018 calendar 
year, nearly 400 000 tonnes above the previous year’s level, 
reflecting the State efforts to restore the public stocks. Wheat 
imports in the 2017/18 marketing year (July/June) are forecast to 
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remain close to last year’s high level at 5.5 million tonnes, owing 
to continuing strong demand for both high quality wheat for 
milling and low quality wheat for feed. Maize imports are forecast 
to surpass last year’s below-average level and reach 430 000 
tonnes, reflecting expectations of a decreased output. 

Prices of rice on increase since February 

The national average price of regular and well-milled rice 
varieties increased marginally for the second consecutive month 
in March, following a long period of stability. These increases 
were likely influenced by a rise in fuel prices in January, however, 
ample market supplies following the good 2017 crop prevented 
steeper price increases. 

Typhoon Tembin severely affected large 
number of people in Mindanao Island 

In December 2017, Typhoon Tembin (Vinta) caused flash floods 
and landslides in the southern Island of Mindanao, with damages 
to housing, infrastructures and affecting the agriculture and 
fisheries sectors. According to official estimates, some 800 000 
people were severely affected, mostly concentrated in 
Zamboanga Region in Northern Mindanao as well as in Davao 
Region and Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao. Damages 
to agriculture are estimated at USD 64.4 million, with the major 
losses in the maize and rice sectors. 
 
 
Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the 
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of 
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 

 
 

 
 

 

 


