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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 08 – 14 May 2012, with 

hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information on the 

topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the members of the Afghanistan 

Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

  
 

Economic Development                    Steven A. Zyck  ►  steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 
                                    

he World Bank this past week released a major report on “Transition in Afghanistan: 

Looking Beyond 2014”, which addresses the economic and fiscal implications of re-

duced development and security spending in the coming years. The report notes that 

external assistance to Afghanistan in 2010 was USD 15.7 billion, an amount roughly equiva-

lent to Afghanistan’s gross domestic product (GDP). However, the World Bank notes that – 

according to a variety of plausible scenarios examined – economic growth will continue in the 

4-to-7% range, thus staying somewhat ahead of the country’s 2.8% annual population growth 

rate. While confirming reports, such as those carried by the Sydney Morning Herald, that Af-

ghanistan’s economy will be negatively affected by reductions in foreign spending, the World 

Bank also suggests that aid has not necessarily had an even impact on all parts of Afghanistan 

or on all socio-economic groupings. For instance, the report says that the impact of declining 

aid on employment will “be greater in conflict-affected provinces (which have received much 

more aid per capita) and in urban centers”. The report further stresses that cuts in international 

spending would not markedly affect poverty rates because “higher donor spending—

particularly the massive stabilization-oriented expenditures in some of the more insecure and 

conflict-affected provinces—appears to have had only a modest impact on poverty”. Further-

more, the World Bank finds that much of the spending “for” Afghanistan was not actually 

spent “in” Afghanistan. For instance, the report says that 88% of assistance for Afghanistan 

had gone through the “external budget”, which is managed separately from the Afghan gov-

ernment’s finances, and that only 10-25% of money in the “external budget” has a “local eco-

nomic impact”. Much of the remainder reportedly “leaves the [Afghan] economy” and is spent 

on imported materials, expatriated contractor profits and outward remittances. 

The economic elements of the transition and donors’ future support for Afghanistan are, ac-

cording to Pajhwok Afghan News, expected to feature at the international conference in Tokyo. 

The Afghan government intends to present a proposal to the international community at the 

conference. This proposal will include 22 separate programmes costing USD 8 billion per year 

for the coming decade. 

Officials at Afghanistan’s Central Bank see signs that the demand for US dollars is slowing, 

leading them to conclude that less money is being taken out of the country, reports The Wall 

Street Journal. Last year, a reported USD 4.6 billion was flown out of Afghanistan, most of it 

to Dubai. The Afghan Central Bank, known as 

Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB), was then auction-

ing off USD 200 million in US currency per 

month to stabilise Afghanistan’s currency, the 

afghani. However, since February of this year, 

when DAB imposed new regulations to limit 

cash exports from the country, only USD 50 mil-

lion to 100 million has been auctioned off each 

month. The regulations disallow Afghans from 

bringing more than USD 20,000 out of Afghani-

stan at a time; sums above that amount are 
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intended to be confiscated if discovered in travellers’ bags at airports. Prior to 

the imposition of the USD 20,000 limit, there were no limitations on the amount 

of money which Afghans could ship abroad. The reduced exports of cash may 

mean more resources will remain in Afghanistan. In addition, given that much 

of the cash previously carried outside of the country was believed to be the pro-

ceeds of corruption and the narcotics industry, DAB officials believe this de-

velopment could be significant. However, optimism appears to be preliminary 

and tentative. Representatives of Afghanistan’s hawala market indicate that 

they have not seen any decline in business and that government restrictions 

have in fact made their less regulated money-transfer industry more profitable. 

Mohammed Amin Khosty, one hawala dealer, told The Wall Street Journal that 

“[i]t’s very hard to control Afghanistan’s borders. There are many alternatives 

to Kabul airport” for exporting money. A new money trafficking route reported-

ly involves driving vehicles packed with currency to the Iranian city of Mash-

had and flying the money from there to Dubai and elsewhere. 

A plant owned by the Ghori Cement company in the capital of Baghlan prov-

ince is facing bankruptcy, according to Tolo News. Ghori Cement, which is 

entirely Afghan owned, blames a lack of government cooperation for its finan-

cial difficulties. Ghori Cement’s work in Baghlan was the subject of a Novem-

ber 2010 article from the McClatchy news service. That article found that the 

factory was privatised and awarded to the owner of Ghori Cement, the Afghan Investment Company (AIC), in a manner not consistent 

with Afghan government privatisation procedures. AIC, which is led by relatives of senior Afghan government officials, reportedly 

lacked the capital necessary to rehabilitate the factory. As such, in 2010 it was producing only 4% the amount that AIC had pledged to 

produce when applying to take over the plant. 

In agricultural news, officials at Afghanistan’s Ministry of Agriculture Irrigation and Livestock (MAIL) tell Pajhwok that they are 

endeavouring to promote saffron cultivation in Afghanistan but are facing several difficulties. One such challenge is the presence of a 

drug “mafia” which aims to discourage farmers from swapping saffron for opium. In addition, farmers growing saffron face challeng-

es such as the low yields typically produced when growing saffron for the first two years and the lack of marketing opportunities. 

MAIL personnel note that a hectare of saffron typically yields 200 grams the first year, 500 grammes the second year and 2 kg in sub-

sequent years. In comparison, a hectare of poppies typically yields 14 kg. Experts suggest the low initial yields from saffron leads 

many farmers to avoid the crop. 

In other agricultural news, a staff member with the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is experimenting with aquaponics at Kan-

dahar Airfield in southern Afghanistan, according to DOD Live. She has developed a system in which a container filled with fish and 

water helps to provide sustenance to plants, which in turn filter out the fish waste by using it as fertiliser. The system is described as a 

“closed loop” given that, aside from evaporation, all of the key ingredients in the system are repeatedly re-used. The USACE staff 

member experimenting with aquaponics, Penny Coulon, is using Afghan fish in the water tank and believes that this sort of approach – 

if it could be scaled up – could provide a way for Afghans to raise both small amounts of vegetables and fish with relatively little wa-

ter, which is scarce in many parts of Afghanistan. 

Economic cooperation between India and Afghanistan continued to feature in news reports. The Times of India reports that, while In-

dia and Pakistan have recently established agreements to increase bilateral trade, commerce between Pakistan and India – and between 

Afghanistan and India – could be held up or constrained by poor road infrastructure. The 20-km road segment near the Wagah border 

crossing between India and Pakistan is described as having only two “dilapidated” lanes. S.P. Singh, a representative of the transport 

industry in India, told The Times of India the following: “At present, it’s not posing that big a problem since only 150 trucks come 

from Pakistan. But once the trade relation improves, we will see over 1,000 trucks plying every day between India and Pakistan.” Of-

ficials estimate, however, that it could take approximately two years to improve and widen the 20-km road segment near Wagah. 

Singh called for the Indian government to expedite the work in order to prevent it from obstructing trade within the region. 

Indian Commerce Secretary Rahul Khullar indicated that small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) from both India and Afghani-

stan could benefit from increased cooperation, according to SME Times. Khullar stated that entrepreneurs from both countries could 

exchange skills and technologies. While Afghan exports to India increased by 16% over the course of the past year, the Secretary indi-

cated that he hopes to see this growth rate increase much more quickly. 

 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

  

fghan officials say gunmen shot and killed Arsala Rahmani, a senior member of the High Peace Council (HPC) as he was on 

his way to work, according to Voice of America (VoA) News. Formerly the minister of education under the Taliban, Rahmani 

had become a top member of the HPC, an institution which was set up by President Hamid Karzai to help negotiate a peaceful A 

 

An anticipated decline in international spending 

could contribute to increased poverty and dis-

placement, according to Reuters. While visiting 

northern Afghanistan, Valerie Amos, the head 

of the United Nations Office for the Coordina-

tion of Humanitarian Affairs, told Reuters that 

many Afghans will lose their jobs as foreign 

spending decreases and that her agency worries 

about a potential humanitarian crisis. Amnesty 

International, for instance, reports that approx-

imately 400 Afghans are displaced each day 

and that this number may increase sharply as 

foreign forces begin to reduce their presence in 

Afghanistan. Amos told Reuters that “[w]e are 

worried that people will be forgotten. We are 

worried that the sort of resources we need on 

the financial side are not going to be available.” 

Humanitarian Update 
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http://www.voanews.com/content/afghan_peace_council_member_gunned_down/566342.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/05/14/us-afghanistan-refugees-idUSBRE84D08D20120514
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/05/14/us-afghanistan-refugees-idUSBRE84D08D20120514
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end to the conflict in Afghanistan. The Taliban has denied responsibility for the attack. Khaama Press reports that a representative of 

the “Mahaz Mullah Dadullah Group” told the Pakistani media that his group was responsible for the assassination. The group also 

allegedly sent a text message to a BBC reporter in which it denounced Arsala for his cooperation with the “occupying forces”. The 

Long War Journal published an article in early 2011 which said the Mahaz Mullah Dadullah Group is a branch of the Taliban which 

operates in southern Afghanistan and uses tactics and ideology generally associated with al Qaeda, according to Khaama Press. 

Agha Jan Motasim, a member of the Taliban’s leadership council, known as the Quetta Shura, tells the Associated Press that a majori-

ty of Taliban members want a peace settlement and that there are only “a few” hard-liners in the movement. Motasim, speaking from 

Turkey, stated: “I can tell you, though, that the majority of the Taliban and the Taliban leadership want a broad-based government for 

all Afghan people and an Islamic system like other Islamic countries.” Motasim accused the international community of failing to 

support moderates within the Taliban, of failing to recognise the Taliban as a political identity and of backtracking on promises re-

garding prisoner releases. According to Motasim, the Taliban have three main demands: (i) the release of all Afghan prisoners held at 

US-run detention facilities in Guantanamo Bay and Bagram prison; (ii) the removal of all Taliban members from United Nations sanc-

tions lists; and (iii) recognition of the Taliban as a political party. 

The insurgent group Hezb-e Islami has announced that it will suspend peace talks with the Afghan government until a clear timetable 

for foreign troops’ pull-out is announced, Pajhwok Afghan News reports. Hezb-e Islami’s European representatives said the group 

withdrew from peace talks after the Afghan government signed the 

Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA) with the United States in early 

May. Hezb-e Islami’s leader, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, announced that a 

complete withdrawal of foreign troops was one of the group’s key 

conditions for continued participation in negotiations. 

The international affairs commission of the Wolesi Jirga, the lower 

house of the Afghan parliament, approved the SPA between Afghani-

stan and the United States, according to Pajhwok. The agreement will 

be presented to the Wolesi Jirga’s general assembly this week. 

A separate Pajhwok article states that the Afghan Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs on 09 May summoned Iran’s ambassador to Afghanistan over 

his recent remarks concerning the US-Afghanistan SPA. Ambassador 

Abolfazl Zohrevandhad asked the upper house of the Afghan parlia-

ment, the Meshrano Jirga, to reject the agreement, saying it would 

give rise to instability and could impel Iran to force Afghan refugees 

within its borders to return to Afghanistan, according to Ariana News. 

The Speaker of Wolesi Jirga, Abdul Raouf Ibrahimi, said the remarks 

illustrate an overt Iranian intervention in the internal affairs of Afghan-

istan. In Khost province, dozens of Afghans including local elders and 

officials took to the street to demonstrate, urging the Iranian govern-

ment to apologise, Khaama Press writes.  

The Guardian reports the UK’s high court will reportedly be asked to 

rule on the legality of detainee transfers from British forces to the Afghan government’s intelligence agency, the National Directorate 

of Security (NDS). Captured Taliban suspects can be held only for 96 hours unless a UK government minister signs an order permit-

ting a 30-day extension to enable further questioning. British courts have thus far prevented the transfer of prisoners held by UK forc-

es to NDS facilities, where torture has been documented. However, NDS personnel have been invited to take over the interrogation of 

British-held detainees if they have not disclosed information by the twenty-fourth day of questioning. 

The Monitoring and Evaluation Committee (MEC), an anti-corruption group composed of high-level Afghan and international offi-

cials, announced that the Law and Order Trust Fund for Afghanistan (LOTFA) has been subject to financial mismanagement, The 

Wall Street Journal reports. LOTFA, which is managed by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), channels donor 

funds into Afghanistan to pay salaries, benefits and other operating costs of the Afghan National Police (ANP). According to the arti-

cle, the MEC found that LOTFA overpaid suppliers for office materials, falsified receipts for goods and paid salaries for positions that 

were vacant. The Wall Street Journal later reported that the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) issued a 

statement in response to the MEC’s accusations. The UNAMA statement said that a recently-conducted financial audit of LOTFA by 

the auditing firm KPMG found no financial irregularities. “I am confident that comprehensive steps to ensure transparency and over-

sight are being taken by UNDP to further its efforts to contribute to a robust and professional police force in Afghanistan,” the UN’s 

Deputy Special Representative for Afghanistan, Michael Keating, said. The MEC has called on UNDP to publish the results of the 

aforementioned audit. 

Hundreds of local residents in Takhar and Helmand provinces protested what they described as growing corruption inside local gov-

ernment institutions, Khaama Press reports. Protesters in both provinces called for the resignation of their respective provincial gov-

ernors. The spokesperson for Helmand’s governor denied the allegations. Takhar’s provincial government sent a delegation to Kha-

wajah Bahauddin district, where the protest took place, to assess the situation and the protesters’ demands. 

The United Nations’ top humanitarian official, Valerie 

Amos, visited families affected by natural disasters in 

Balkh province, this past week, according to the United 

Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA). 

Amos met with Afghan President Hamid Karzai, Second 

Vice-President Mohammad Karim Khalili and represent-

atives of the Afghanistan National Disaster Management 

Authority head and discussed how to provide early relief 

supplies to flood-hit areas, says Tolo News. She asked 

the government to increase capacity for the delivery of 

humanitarian aid to far-flung regions. Her visit comes as 

nearly 30 people were killed and scores of others were 

missing in northern Sar-e Pul province after a flash flood 

struck on 06 May.  

Meanwhile, the Afghan Minister of Rural Rehabilitation 

and Development demanded a balance in international 

aid to the humanitarian, security and governance sectors 

in Afghanistan during a press conference with Amos, 

according to Ariana News.  

Humanitarian Update 

http://www.khaama.com/mahaz-mullah-dadullah-behind-arsala-rahmani-murder-936
http://www.times-standard.com/ci_20618159/ap-exclusive-moderate-taliban-speaks-divisions
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20HIASuspendTalksKarzaiGovt.pdf
http://outlookafghanistan.net/news?post_id=4258
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20IranianDiplomatGrilled.pdf
http://ariananews.af/regional/iranian-ambassador%E2%80%99s-remarks-unacceptable-parliament/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Khost.aspx
http://www.khaama.com/protesters-condemn-iran-envoys-remarks-on-afghan-us-pact-910
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/may/09/british-military-pressure-afghan-prisoners?newsfeed=true
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/WSJ%20-%20UNFundScrutinizedAfghanCorruption.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/WSJ%20-%20UNDefendsAfghanPoliceFund.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Takhar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Helmand.aspx
http://www.khaama.com/anti-corruption-protests-erupt-in-helmand-and-takhar-247
http://www.khaama.com/anti-corruption-protests-erupt-in-helmand-and-takhar-247
http://unama.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1741&ctl=Details&mid=1882&ItemID=16907
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/6165-un-humanitarian-urges-donors-to-support-afghan-people
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/6165-un-humanitarian-urges-donors-to-support-afghan-people
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/SarePul.aspx
http://ariananews.af/regional/afghanistan-seeks-equality-in-international-aid-barmak/
http://ariananews.af/regional/afghanistan-seeks-equality-in-international-aid-barmak/
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Afghan officials tell Ariana that 265 Afghan prisoners have been transferred from Tajikistan to Afghanistan under a recent agreement 

established between the two countries. Director of Monitoring of Detention Centers Aziz Ahmad Sarbaz said soon an Afghan delega-

tion would visit Tajikistan to prepare for the transfer of remaining Afghan inmates. 

The Wolesi Jirga amended the law on the composition and powers of the judiciary, barring judges from working after attaining the age 

of 65, Pajhwok states. This move will create opportunities for junior members of the judiciary, Wolesi Jirga Secretary Abdul Satar 

Khawasi said. 

 

 

Security & Force Protection                                                    Steven A. Zyck  ►  steve.zyck@cimicweb.org   

  

fter five years of rising civilian death tolls, the number of civilians killed in fighting in Afghanistan dropped 20% in the first 

four months of the year compared to the same period a year earlier, according to a UN report cited by Reuters. “There are sev-

eral elements behind this ... there was perhaps less fighting in the first four months,” according to Jan Kubis, the United Nations 

Special Representative for Afghanistan. The harshest winter in 30 years may also have had something to do with the reduction in civil-

ian casualties, notes Reuters, given that fighting usually declines during the winter months and intensifies in the spring. The majority 

of the civilian deaths are reportedly attributable to insurgent attacks, according to Kubis. He stated: “The bulk, the overwhelming ma-

jority, of civilian casualties are caused by the actions and activities of the anti-government forces, including such terrible instruments 

like, increasingly, suicide bombers.” In related news, US military officers apologised this past week for an airstrike in the Sangin dis-

trict of Helmand province which mistakenly killed six members of a single family, according to The New York Times. 

The price of opium is set to rise as the Afghan National Security Forc-

es (ANSF) step up their eradication efforts and a fungus ravages the 

poppies, the country’s counter-narcotics chief tells Reuters. Zarar Ah-

mad Muqbel Osmani, Afghanistan’s Minister of Counter Narcotics, 

says the increasing value of opium will likely make poppy cultivation 

more attractive to Afghan farmers. “The tendency towards cultivation 

will grow, it will create resistance, law and order issues, and it will 

raise the casualty rate (for the Afghan security forces),” he said. Os-

mani further highlighted a fungus that is hitting the poppy crop in 

Farah, Helmand and Kandahar provinces. In 2011, the farm-gate value 

of opium production more than doubled relative to the precede year, to 

USD 1.4 billion, the United Nations reports. 

The commander of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), 

General John Allen, met with the army chiefs of Pakistan and Afghani-

stan in Islamabad on 13 May to discuss border security and anti-terror 

coordination, according to Voice of America (VoA) News. General Al-

len said he was “very encouraged” by the talks with Pakistani General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani and Afghan General Sher Muhammad 

Karimi. He further noted that “there was agreement these meetings are important to achieving continued progress toward our shared 

goals of a peaceful, stable, and prosperous Afghanistan”. The meeting of the Afghanistan-Pakistan-ISAF Tripartite Commission came 

as Pakistani civilian and military leaders are preparing for talks on 15 May regarding the six-month closure of ISAF supply routes 

which pass through Pakistan en route to Afghanistan. According to Agence France-Presse, the meeting on the border closure will be 

followed by a cabinet meeting the next day. Officials declined to say publicly when the ISAF supply route could re-open despite local 

press reports that Pakistan and the United States are on the verge of a deal to resolve the matter. 

The Washington Post reports that Afghan commanders, who recently gained the authority to approve or veto night raids, are rejecting 

a number of operations proposed by international forces. Afghan commanders have vetoed night raids intended to target high-level 

insurgents more than a dozen times within the past two months, arguing that night-time operations to target the men would result in 

civilian casualties, Afghan officials say. 

A combined ANSF-ISAF operation on 07 May killed twenty-one insurgents in eastern Paktika province, Tolo News reports. Provincial 

spokesman Rohullah Samoon said the operation was intended to clear an area of insurgents. No casualties among Afghan or ISAF 

troops were reported. The Afghan Interior Ministry noted on 08 May that four more joint operations in Kabul, Zabul and Paktiya prov-

inces resulted in the seizure of small arms, rocket-propelled grenade launchers, ammunition, drugs and vehicles. 

Four Afghan policemen were killed when their vehicle hit a roadside mine in Badghis province on 09 May, according to Tolo News. 

No group has claimed responsibility for the blast. In addition, five other Afghan policemen were killed on the same day in a roadside 

mine blast in western Herat province, local officials said. 

Seven Afghan civilians, including four women and two children, were killed by an improvised explosive device (IED) in Helmand 

province on 11 May, according to Khaama Press. The vehicle in which they were traveling hit a roadside bomb. An Afghan police-

man responding to the site of the blast was killed by a second explosion in the same area. 

 

A 

 

In regional news, the Pakistan Humanitarian Forum 

(PHF) is reporting a surge in attacks against humanitari-

an aid workers in Pakistan over the course of the past 

four years, according to the UN-affiliated Integrated 

Regional Information Network. Five aid workers were 

reportedly abducted in the first two months of 2012, and 

a further three were killed. The rising number of attacks 

has led the International Committee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC) to suspend its operations in Pakistan for the first 

time in its 65 years working there. The ICRC’s decision 

comes approximately two weeks after the body of a 60-

year-old ICRC health programme manager was found 

near the city of Quetta. 

Humanitarian Update 

http://ariananews.af/regional/afghan-prisoners-to-be-transferred-from-tajikistan-to-afghanistan/
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20JudgesToRetireAt65.pdf
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/civilian-deaths-in-afghanistan-fall-20-percent-says-un
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Helmand.aspx
http://www.denverpost.com/nationworld/ci_20569127/u-s-military-apologizes-killing-six-afghanistan-family
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-rt-us-afghanistan-drugsbre8470yy-20120508,0,2110983.story
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Farah.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
http://blogs.voanews.com/breaking-news/2012/05/13/us-pakistan-afghan-military-hold-talks/
http://blogs.voanews.com/breaking-news/2012/05/13/us-pakistan-afghan-military-hold-talks/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/377351/pakistan-calls-cabinet-on-reopening-nato-supplies/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/afghan-commanders-show-new-defiance-in-dealings-with-americans/2012/05/11/gIQAMdNTHU_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/afghan-commanders-show-new-defiance-in-dealings-with-americans/2012/05/11/gIQAMdNTHU_story.html
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/6158-raid-kills-21-insurgents-in-paktika?
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Paktika.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kabul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Zabul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Paktiya.aspx
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/6182-badghis-4-police-killed-in-ied-blast
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badghis.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
http://www.khaama.com/explosion-kill-7-members-of-an-afghan-family-in-helmand-239
http://www.irinnews.org/printreport.aspx?reportid=95444
http://www.irinnews.org/printreport.aspx?reportid=95444
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Two British troops were killed by two members of the Afghan National Police (ANP) in Helmand province on 12 May, according to 

BBC News. British Defence Secretary Philip Hammond said that the motive for the attack was unclear. He suggested the perpetrators 

could have been members of the Taliban who had infiltrated the ANP or could have been ordinary Afghan police officers with some 

sort of grievance. He noted that Afghanistan “is a society where people traditionally settle grievances by violence”.  

Reuters reports that nine people, including a provincial council member, were killed in an explosion the Faryab on 14 May. The bomb 

had been attached to a bicycle and was detonated using a remote control. Faryab is typically considered one of Afghanistan’s more  

stable provinces. 

 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                         Rainer Gonzalez  ►  rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org  

                                        

he recently released World Bank report on “Transition in Afghanistan: Looking Beyond 2014” addresses the challenges that 

the Afghan government will face in delivering basic services and maintaining infrastructure in the coming years. According to 

the report, investments in Afghanistan over the past decade have enhanced access to basic services and contributed to the na-

tional infrastructure. However, the World Bank finds that the country continues to face major development challenges and that the 

country’s public financial system may be unable to sustain the costs of operating and maintaining the infrastructure built and operated 

with international support. Table 1 shows the core budget allocations for five key sectors and highlights the financial shortfall which 

each is facing in 2011/12. The World Bank’s report suggests that the Afghan government may need to cut or shrink some programmes 

as part of a prioritisation process which will enable it to dedicate sufficient resources to, among other activities, operation and mainte-

nance (O&M).     

Table1. Summary of Transition Challenges for Five Key Sectors 

Note: Figures are shown in millions of US dollars 

 

Source: “Transition in Afghanistan: Looking Beyond 2014”, World Bank, May 2012. 

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) has been organising visits for Afghan and international journalists 

in Jowzjan province to advertise the potential of the area in terms of natural resources, according to a USAID press release. People 

living in Jowzjan province claim the area is home to abundant gas reserves as well as other natural resources such as minerals, gems 

and marble. Saleh Mohammad Fazili, who directs a gas facility in Jowzjan, says that “this gas station could solve gas shortages for the 

entire county and offer a much needed 24-hour energy supply of Afghans”. Fazili’s facility, one of the only three wells operating in 

the province, is reportedly producing 70,000 cubic metres of gas per day.  

According to The New York Times, five education officials were 

killed and six others were wounded in an insurgent ambush in Pak-

tika province. A delegation of education professionals was visiting 

schools in Urgun district. The delegation, which included the head 

of the provincial education department, was hit by a remotely con-

trolled bomb. The bomb was followed by small-arms fire which 

lasted 15 minutes before the attackers escaped. Abdul Wahid 

Kanadahari, police chief of Urgun, said there had been intelligence 

suggesting that the delegation was a potential target for the insur-

gents. However, education officials decided to proceed with the 

visit.   

According to Pajhwok Afghan News, 257 of 460 schools in Kunar 

 

T 

 

A flash flood swept several villages in a mountainous area of 

northern Takhar province killing at least 28, reports Dawn. 

According to Abdul Jabar Taqwa, the governor of Takhar 

province said that flood waters broke a dam and washed 

down twelve villages in Ishkamish district, adding that he 

expected the death toll to be even higher. According to Ta-

qwa, rescue teams are trying to access the affected area; 

however, vehicles can only reach a village which is a six-

hour walk away from the site.     

Humanitarian Update 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-18047242
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-rt-us-afghanistan-explosionbre84d0ao-20120514,0,2469748.story
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Faryab.aspx
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/AFTransition2014Vol2.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/AFTransition2014Vol2.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Jowzjan.aspx
http://afghanistan.usaid.gov/en/USAID/Article/2706/Afghan_Gas_Industry_Makes_Headlines
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/09/world/asia/taliban-kill-afghan-education-officials-in-ambush.html?_r=2&amp&amp
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/09/world/asia/taliban-kill-afghan-education-officials-in-ambush.html?_r=2&amp&amp
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Paktika.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Paktika.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/50pc%20of%20Kunar%20schools%20without%20buildings%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kunar.aspx
http://dawn.com/2012/05/11/flash-flood-in-north-afghanistan-kills-at-least-27/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Takhar.aspx
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province do not have buildings. Instead, students attend classes outside or under trees. Kunar’s education director, Syed Jamaluddin 

Hussaini, told Pajhwok that the lack of buildings is the main problem facing the province in the area of education. For that reason, his 

department is focusing on reconstructing old school buildings. The article further notes that, even in the areas under Taliban rule, 

teacher attendance is high. Jamaluddin Hussaini added that “if a teacher remains absent, the Taliban inform the department in a show 

of cooperation with the education sector”.       

In other news, the Afghan Minister of Higher Education, Obaidullah Obaid, expressed his concerns about the low quality of education 

and inadequate resources provided to Afghanistan’s higher education sector, reports Tolo News. The minister added that higher educa-

tion has not received the same amount of attention from the international community as other sectors. Obaid further stated that some 

institutions offer courses and degree programmes that they are not qualified or authorised to provide.  
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 Agricultural Development for Afghanistan Pre-Deployment Training. The United States Department of Agriculture 

(www.usda.gov) and a consortium of American universities deliver this training. The curriculum will meet the needs of all de-

ploying United States Government personnel in support of the USG Agriculture Strategy in Afghanistan. The training is for 

United States Government personnel and will take place in Fresno, California on 18-23 June. Participants will be enrolled on a 

first come first serve basis. Contact Ryan Brewster, US Department of Agriculture, at ryan.brewster@fas.usda.gov for further 

information. 

If you are a CFC account-holder and would like your event notice or publication to appear here, please send all relevant details to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org. The 
CFC is not obliged to print information regarding publications or events it receives, and the CFC retains the right to revise notices for clarity and appropriateness. 

Any notices submitted for publication in the “Afghanistan Review” newsletter should be relevant to Afghanistan and to the CFC’s mission as a knowledge manage-

ment and information sharing institution. 
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