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UN Humanitarian Coordinator Visits Mine Action 
Work in Misratah
The UN Deputy Special Representative, Resident 

and Humanitarian Coordinator Mr. Georg 

Charpentier has called for more funding to face 

the threats posed to the local population by explo-

sive remnants of war (ERW), following his visits 

to a battle area clearance site and an ammuni-

tion storage area located near Misratah as well 

as to a local exhibition featuring interactive Risk 

Education (RE) presentations from two partner 

NGOs. 

Mine action partners are working across the country 

to locate, remove and destroy ERW resulting from the 

recent conflict. To date, clearance teams have safely 

cleared a total of 77,943 items of unexploded ordnance, 

and conducted mine risk education for more than 26,423 

beneficiaries since operations began in April. However, 

this is just a fraction of the total contamination and the 

key challenge remains the capacity of organizations to 

scale up and respond quickly due to lack of adequate 

funding.

Speaking from Misratah, Mr. Charpentier called on 

international donors to continue to fund mine action pro-

grammes until Libyan financial resources will start flow-

ing. He said, “Good progress has been made so far, but 

mine action organizations are stretched to the limit with 

many priority areas as yet unassessed. Further funding 

is necessary for operations to continue into the new year 

and to capitalize on the investment already made in 

equipment and training.”

UNMAS Programme Manager Max Dyck echoed the 

need for urgency. He said, “The problem is being 

reported to us faster than we are able to respond to it. 

We have teams on the ground across the country work-

ing to clear the ERW and provide risk education, but they 

may have to pull out if we cannot find them the funding 

for next year.”

MAG Technical Operations Officer Rod Liebeschitz, who 

helped organize the visit and has clearance and RE 

teams across the country said his organization cannot 

meet the demands of the local population. “Our teams 

here are still busy up and running,” he said. “We need 

more funds to be able to start working in other places 

like Bani Walid.” 

Mr. Charpentier was accompanied during the visits by 

the JMACT NTC Liaison Officer, and UNMAS and other 

UN Agency and NGO colleagues.
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Weekly News 
Roundup
Click on title to read full article

UN Humanitarian Coordinator 

Visits Misurata and Calls for 

Additional Funding to Meet 

Immediate Needs (The Tripoli 

Post, 04.12.11)

Gaddafi’s arsenal dumped in 

Libyan desert (DNA, 04.12.11)

Libya Still Under Arms (Le 

Monde, 04.12.11)

Non-state Fighters Gain 

Deadlier Weapons (Aviation 

Week, 02.12.11)

Libya’s chemical weapons 

pose risk to Canada (CBC, 

01.12.11)

UN calls for funds to remove 

Libya explosives (AFP, 

01.12.11)

UN official warns of 

Libya arms proliferation 

(Magharebia, 01.12.11)

FG Worried over Inflow of 

Libyan Weapons (This Day 

Live, 30,11,11)

Lawmakers worried about ter-

rorists getting Libyan missiles 

(The Hill, 30.11.11)

Libyan clerics back disar-

mament of ex-rebels (IBN, 

29.11.11)

Most pressing task for Libya 

is consolidation of security, 

UN envoy reports (UN News 

Centre, 28,11,11)

DanChurchAid (DCA) spent time 

this week in Bani Walid, where it 

has one Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal (EOD) Team deployed, 

and in the Dafnia/Zliten area, 

where it has four Multi-Tasking 

Teams (MTT). 

In Bani Walid, a town of approxi-

mately 70,000, the EOD Team cleared 

89 Unexploded Ordnance (UXO). 

Meanwhile, the MTTs cleared 13 

Dangerous Areas covering an area of 

61,047 square metres, and found and 

marked 38 UXO. This brings DCA’s 

total number of UXO cleared this year 

to 1,332. 

In the coming week, DCA will continue 

to provide EOD response to Bani Walid 

and Dafnia/Zlitan area, 

For more information on DCA, visit 

their website at http://www.dan-

churchaid.org/.

Dispatches From 
The Field

JMACT partners report back 
on their weekly activities 
and impact

DCA Clears 127 Unexploded Ordnance

A small selection of UXO collected by Civil Defense, now controlled by DCA. 

FSD’s Risk 
Education 
Programme 
Finds Success
The Swiss Foundation for Mine 

Action (FSD) began its Risk 

Education campaign in Tiji and 

Bader through flyer distribu-

tion in hospitals and mosques, 

and on billboards on the main 

streets. The billboards have 

proven especially popular, with 

Mines Advisory Group (MAG) 

expressing interest in following 

suit. In total, FSD has held RE 

sessions for 331 beneficiaries. 

The indirect beneficiaries of its RE 

programs are much larger in num-

ber, however. A one-and-a-half hour 

RE message on Jadu Radio could 

reach out to over 6,000 in the Nafusa 

Mountains. The billboards in Tiji could 

reach up to 3,000 as they entered 

schools and other public facilities. FSD 

is planning to produce more RE mate-

rials, using newspapers and radio to 

diffuse their message.

Meanwhile, clearance operations 
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ABOUT JMACT 
What we do

The Joint Mine Action 

Coordination Team, a partnering 

of the UN and international NGOs, 

presents a coordinated mine 

action response to the explosive 

remnants of war threat in Libya. 

This threat, which includes the 

large amount of ammunition that 

is freely accessible and in poor 

storage conditions, has drastically 

increased following the recent 

conflict, and has implications for 

not only the Libyan people, but 

also for the international commu-

nity. JMACT provides coordina-

tion, prioritizes clearance tasks, 

mobilizes resources and liaises 

with the appropriate authorities 

in Libya. JMACT Headquarters is 

located in Tripoli, with operational 

offices in Benghazi and Misratah 

as well as a logistics hub in Malta.

For More 
Information
Contact us

In Tripoli:

Max Dyck | UNMAS Programme 

Manager | maximilliand@unops.

org | +218 919357712

Stefanie Carmichael | UNMAS 

Communications Officer | 

stefaniec@unops.org | +218 

919471003

In New York:

Amy White | UNMAS 

Programme Officer | white9@

un.org | +1 917 3673953

continue at the Ammunition Storage 

Area (ASA) in Tobruk, where demo-

litions to finish off the stockpile of 

Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) and 

Quality Assurance (QA) is ongoing. In 

Misratah, FSD cleared 28,966 square 

metres, finding 151 UXO. However, 

FSD is also looking to put its Battle 

Area Clearance (BAC) operations 

there on hold in order to reallocate 

resources to emergency clearance 

in Sirte, where UXO contamination 

is extreme. To date, the European 

Commission funded project in Sirte has 

seen 26 houses and 90 UXO cleared. 

For more information on FSD, visit their 

website at http://www.fsd.ch/.

Clockwise from top left: i) A child reads a Risk Education message on the billboard set up by FSD near a school in Tiji; (ii) 
Two of the FSD ECHO-funded supervisors at work clearing a rocket motor deemed safe to move in a house on Colombia 
Street in Sirte; (iii) FSD Battle Area Clearance operators unloading ammunition at the site near Misratah airport; (iv) FSD 
distributes RE pamphlets in a local hospital.

HI Focuses In On Misratah
Upon the completion of a joint 

agency assessment mission to 

Misratah, Handicap International 

(HI), JMACT and other Mine 

Action partners agreed on an 

immediate requirement for 

Emergency Risk Education 

(ERE) to address the humanitar-

ian threats posed by mines and 

other explosive remnants of war 

in the area.

 

From 10 September 2011, HI teams 

initiated activities in Misratah to 

address mine/Explosive Remnants 

of War (ERW) threat on the civilian 

population, to raise awareness of the 

dangers of ERW and related safe 

behaviour, and to implement measures 

with high and medium at-risk groups to 

reduce risk-taking behaviour.

In Misratah so far, five training ses-

sions have been organized. 36 vol-

mailto:maximilliand@unops.org
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Since September, Handicap 

International’s Community 

Liaison Teams have reported 174 

reports of Unexploded Ordnance 

and Dangerous Areas to JMACT 

partners Mines Advisory Group 

and DanChurchAid for action.

unteers have been trained to help 

on HI RE activities. 48 leaders of 15 

local organizations (including Misratah 

Scouts) have been trained to be able 

to implement RE activities. 15 teachers 

representing 10 schools in Misratah 

have also been trained in cooperation 

with DanChurchAid. 

In Zliten, initial training has been pro-

vided to 32 Zliten Scouts, reaching 

32 scouts. 131 community volunteers 

have also been trained on RE.  

In total, HI has produced 6,000 post-

ers, 10,000 children’s notebooks, and 

ten roadside billboards focusing on 

RE in the area. HI also broadcasts 

a RE song on Misratah Radio once 

a day, and five times a day in Zliten, 

which are also interspersed with inter-

views and awareness messages.  

Meanwhile, local television stations 

have also come to HI RE presentations 

in schools on a regular basis.

To date, HI estimates it has reached 

11,201 children indirectly through RE 

presentations and materials distrib-

uted. 

Meanwhile, three HI Community 

Liaison (CLO) teams worked through 

November, identifying suspected dan-

gerous areas. Since September, 174 

UXO/Dangerous Area reports have 

been reported. In December, one CLO 

team will continue to work in the Zliten/

Dafnia/Misratah area. 

For more information on HI, visit their 

website at http://www.handicap-inter-

national.org/.

Left and Top: Handicap International distributes 
Risk Education pamphlets to children in Misratah. 
Below: HI trains community volunteers to help in 
RE activities.
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ICRC Removes ERW and Makes 
Houses Safe Again
The International Committee of the 

Red Cross (ICRC) worked in Bani 

Walid and Sirte this week, making 

houses, schools, and public areas 

safe for the population again. 

One of the ICRC’s Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal (EOD) teams was in Bani 

Walid, where they removed 60 

Unexploded Ordnance (UXO), 28 

scrap Explosive Remnants of War 

(ERW), and 35 Small Arms. They were 

also able to clear 18 houses, one 

school, one mosque and one cem-

etery. Next week, EOD spot tasks will 

continue in Bani Walid. 

ICRC’s second EOD Team continued 

to work in Sirte, where they found 201 

UXO, 50 Fuses and 230 Small Arms. 

They will continue the EOD Spot Tasks 

in Sirte next week. 

In addition to EOD, ICRC is engaged in 

Risk Education, primarily in Bani Walid 

and Sirte. 

In Bani Walid, the ICRC and Libyan 

Red Crescent Society (LRCS) collect-

ed information about UXO in the Wadi. 

In Sirte, presentations were given to 

LRCS volunteers, and a clinic in Bou 

Hadi. Copies of the electronic presen-

tation have been left with volunteers in 

Sirte to continue dissemination of mes-

sages. New billboards were erected, 

and leaflets continued to be distributed 

with food and non-food items through 

the LRCS. 

In Benghazi, ICRC arranged the collec-

tion of data on casualties, particularly 

patients who have been transferred 

from Sirte. In Zliten, ICRC collected 

casualty data from the hospital and 

LRCS. The three-week radio campaign 

continued this week.

For more information on ICRC, visit 

their website at http://www.icrc.org/.

Thanks to ICRC, 18 houses, 

one school, one mosque and 

one cemetery were made free 

from the threat of Explosive 

Remnants of War (ERW) this 

week.

MAG clears 28,480 ERW 
and gives Risk Education 
to 1,082 
Mines Advisory Group were active in 

several locations this week, finding a 

total of 28,480 Explosive Remnants 

of War (ERW). This included 2,622 

Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) and 

23,749 Small Arms Ammunition 

(SAA) in Ajdabiya and Brega/Ras 

Lanuf, 34 UXO in Misratah, and 50 

UXO and 25 SAA in Zintan. One 

team is now preparing to deploy to 

Sirte to commence clearing opera-

tions there.

Meanwhile, in the Western Mountains, 

Misratah and Ajdabiya, 1,082 indi-

viduals benefitted from MAG’s Risk 

Education  (RE) activities. The UN 

Deputy Special Representative visited 

one of MAG’s RE presen-

tations at Farra Exhibition 

Centre in Misratah earlier 

this week. 

MAG’s Community 

Liaison (CL) operations continue to 

expand, with eight new CL Officers 

being trained for Misratah.

In all clearance areas, the impact of 

MAG’s work is to reduce the threat to 

life and limb of resident communities, 

in particular those with ERW in their 

homes and those travelling through 

the area, including Internally Displaced 

Persons from Sirte. In Misratah, clear-

ance allows farmers to access their 

land safely again; in Zintan, people 

are able to resume their lives in safety 

and in Ajdabiya, the risk from UXO is 

reduced through Battle Area Clearance 

(BAC). CL and RE activities are reduc-

ing the risk-taking behavior of local 

communities and collating data on 

Dangerous Areas for clearance and 

incidents resulting from contamination. 

For more information on MAG, visit 

their website at http://www.maginter-

national.org/.
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JMACT Impact By Numbers
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Spread the word!

Know someone who would 

find this report useful? Help us 

spread the word about JMACT 

work. 

Email Stefanie Carmichael, 

UNMAS Communications Officer 

at stefaniec@unops.org to be 

added to our distribution list!

Number of Clearance Teams     10

Number of Risk Education Teams     25

Number of ERW cleared since April 2011    126,136

Number of Direct Beneficiaries of Risk Education since April 2011 26,036

Number of ERW-affected Schools Cleared since April 2011  59

Number of Houses Cleared since April 2011    2624

Number of Internationals Working in Libya    41

Number of National Staff       319

JMACT Operations By Location


