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Striving for fair play and the common good
 SOCIAL JUSTICE WEEK 2011

On a level playing field?



Social Justice Week kicks off on 11 September with the theme ‘on 
a level playing field – fair play and the common good’, coinciding 
with the start of the Rugby World Cup.  

Unfortunately, in the social arena, a level playing field is far from 
reality – in New Zealand and around the world.  We have one of the 
most unequal societies in the OECD.  Many people in New Zealand 
do not experience our society as a fair one.  

Caritas seeks a world where all people are able to live free from 
poverty and injustice. What can we do to achieve this? Individuals, 
families and communities are called to look outward – to seek the 
common good of all.   We must remember we are inter-dependent 
and, because of this, have a responsibility for all members in our 
society. 

Central government is responsible for implementing just laws and 
providing things such as an adequate welfare safety net for those 
unable to work due to illness, disability, childcare responsibilities, 
natural disaster or redundancy.    Central government is currently 
reviewing our welfare system. Few would disagree that welfare 
change is needed.  However we believe that the focus of reform 
needs to consider the adequacy of our current benefit system and 
its interface with other policies such as in economics, health and 
education.   

Adequate and appropriate investment in people requiring welfare 
support is needed.  This includes assistance for beneficiaries to 
gain new skills, appropriate access to health services and, most 
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importantly, jobs that ensure an 
adequate standard of living.   In 
August a Catholic delegation 
discussed welfare changes with 
the Minister of Finance Bill English. 
We stressed the best way to reduce 
beneficiary numbers is through 
the creation of more jobs, though 
recognising this is not easy in the 
current economic environment. (See 
page 6.)

With your help Caritas works with and for those in need here 
and around the world.   The impact of the Christchurch quakes 
continues to unfold and our Christchurch Appeal has now raised 
over $900,000.  A fantastic effort! Donors have also responded 
generously to the humanitarian crisis in the Horn of Africa 
with over $200,000 received in just a few weeks.  Thank you for 
recognising our inter-connectedness and responding to those who 
have less.

With both government and private donor support, our long-term 
partnerships for change continue around the world. We trust you 
will continue supporting our work for the common good of all.

Enjoy the World Cup – and remember to play fair!

Michael Smith
Director

As we go to print, the United Nations is considering a bid by the 
Palestinian Authority to gain recognition for Palestine as a full 
member state of the United Nations. (The Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation has had observer status since 1975). A successful 
application would require approval from the Security Council and 
two-thirds majority in the General Assembly. 

A Security Council veto is likely, but a vote in the General Assembly 
could still approve a more limited ‘non-member state’ status.

The move is being debated by Palestinians and supporters for 
peace in the Holy Land. Some see it as a symbol of hope even if 
the move fails. Others believe it will have legal ramifications that 
could disqualify millions of Palestinian refugees and diaspora 
from returning to their homeland. 

But for many, the move is a rallying point, after two years of stalled 
peace talks have left people without hope and feeling tired.

Caritas International Programmes Manager Tara D’Sousa recently 
visited the Holy Land (see page 6). She says ‘the confinement of 
Palestinians, their long-term displacement, the restrictions on their 
movement continue to tear apart the fabric of Palestinian society.’ 

The Caritas network has long supported and advocated for the 
Holy Land and its diverse communities. It has also assisted and 
served United Nations bodies, including representation on the 
Security Council NGO Working Group which engages in discreet, 
high-level dialogue on matters such as the Palestinian vote.

Caritas representative to the United Nations, Joseph Donnelly 
says the vote is a significant moment and message from the 

world to fundamentally recognise the basic human rights, 
dignity and existence of a native people in their homeland. 
Caritas Internationalis is in the process of developing a specific 
position for the September 20 vote.

An important document for Christians to consider with regard 
to Palestine is the Kairos document of December 2009. It 
is the Christian Palestinians’ word to the world about what 
is happening in Palestine. It is a cry ‘to all the churches and 
Christians in the world, asking them to stand against injustice 
and apartheid, urging them to work for a just peace in our 
region.’

Br Peter Bray, a New Zealand de la Salle brother who heads 
Bethlehem University in the Holy Land, says it is ‘one of the best 
and coherent statements about the situation.’

Message 

from 

the Holy 

Land. 

United Nations considers Palestinian bid for full member status 

ph
ot

o:
 li

z 
su

ll
iv

an



3

Caritas committed for the long haul in Horn of Africa

Pacific and Timor funding 
approved 
Caritas staff are currently finalising 
details of three programmes conditionally 
approved in the last round of government 
funding for overseas sustainable 
development. Backed by Caritas donor 
support, this will allow continued support 
for:

• HAFOTI’s work for women in Timor 
Leste producing handcrafts and 
food products. A loans scheme, and 
training in marketing, management 
and fundraising will benefit 400 rural 
women across seven districts.

• Caritas Tonga’s enterprise support for 
activities such as tapa cloth making 
and mat-weaving, replanting of 
pandanus and mulberry, and poultry 
and pig raising. The programme is 
expected to reach about 3000 people 
in 31 villages across Tongatapu and 
Vava’u island groups.

• ECREA’s ongoing work in 16 informal 
(squatter) settlements in urban 
areas of Fiji. The programme aims 
to raise incomes, improve water 
and sanitation for 300 families, and 
influence government policy.

‘It’s pretty grim: bone dry, massive depletion in livestock numbers, 
notable increases in malnutrition, and as a result disease outbreak 
(measles, acute watery diarrhoea) among children.’ With these 
words, Conor O’Loughlin of Trócaire (Caritas Ireland) updates the 
situation in Ethiopia, as the worst drought in 60 years tightens its 
grip in the Horn of Africa. 

The drought has been made far worse by spiralling food prices, 
and conflict in neighbouring Somalia. Aid access is restricted, so 
thousands of Somalian refugees stream into Kenya and Ethiopia 
each day, fleeing both war and famine. They seek food, safe 
drinking water and the relative safety of neighbouring lands – but 
not all make it, especially the children, the elderly and the sick. 

An estimated 13 million people or more face starvation across 
Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia, Djibouti and Uganda. The Caritas network 
is working across the region to save lives and address problems for 
the longer term.

Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand is working with Trócaire to support 
the lives and livelihoods of 18,000 drought-affected households 
across six districts in western Kenya. Through our network, we are 
providing emergency food and water and buying malnourished 
animals before they die. The animals are distributed to areas with 
sufficient grazing. After the next rains (due in October-November) 
animals will be redistributed to re-establish family herds. 

Watch our video and read more at www.caritas.org.nz

Thank you to our donors who have given more than $200,000 
to our Horn of Africa Appeal. We are also grateful for $238,000 
recently approved from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 
More help is needed – see back page for donation details.

Addressing gender violence in Nicaragua
I learned to value myself as a person, and felt like a hidden load had been lifted off me.

I learned to be less authoritarian, to see the positive in other people, and to avoid 
violence.

These comments come from participants on a programme to address gender-based 
violence in Nicaragua. 

Caritas partner Trócaire Nicaragua is providing the programme nationally through 
11 Nicaraguan community-based organisations. The programme tackles and reduces 
violence against women. It does this through counselling and support, community 
education, local and national advocacy, and working with key government and 
community leaders.

About 20 percent of Nicaraguan women experience some form of violence, usually 
by a partner or ex-partner. Last year, 89 women died from such incidents, though 
only half the cases drew police or judicial action. Most violence against women 
occurs within the family, and goes unreported.

In the first part of this year, Trócaire’s programme included 639 new women 
members in self-help groups. Over the same period, 336 men were on training 
programmes to help them become more aware of gender-based violence in their 
society, and how to respond.  

Both women and men participating 
in the programmes share their 
learnings with the wider community. 
They participate in community 
drama, public forums and art to raise 
awareness.

Community drama during celebrations of 

the International Day for the Elimination 
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Pumping water to fill jerry cans in Kalele, southern Kenya. A dam dug by 

Caritas and local villagers helps trap rainwater, increasing the flow rate and 

reducing waiting times for water. Other long-term measures in the region 

address water harvesting, storage and borehole management, and provide 

drought-resistant seeds. 
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On a level playing field
Social Justice Week 11-18 September

With the Rugby World Cup upon us, many New Zealanders are 
looking forward to cheering on their favourite team in a fierce 
competition to be world champions in sport.  

We expect the games to be competitive, and the players to be 
prepared and strive hard to win.  But not to win at any cost. We also 
expect that whoever wins the World Cup will win fairly.

We expect that there will be mutually understood and agreed 
rules; we expect those rules to be applied consistently by an 
unbiased referee; and we expect the condition of the grounds will 
give all competitors the same opportunity to succeed.  In other 
words, we expect the sporting competition to be played on a level 
playing field.

This sporting metaphor is also used to describe issues of fairness 
and equality in society.  Within our own country, as well as between 
countries, the gap between rich and poor leaves many individuals 
and communities feeling they are not being given a fair go.

Unfortunately, while New Zealanders long for fame and honour on 
the sports field, one area in which we have definitely been a world 
leader has been in the growth of inequality.  Between 1984 and 
1998, New Zealand had the highest growth in inequality among 
developed countries (those in the OECD).  Even though this levelled 
off, and even began to slightly decline in the last decade, the gap 
between rich and poor has become entrenched.

Further growth in inequality is expected as official statistics 
measure the impacts of the 2010 tax cuts (economist Susan St John 
estimates they gave an extra $5 billion a year to the wealthiest 
New Zealanders); the ongoing impact of the global economic crisis; 
the Christchurch earthquakes; and further changes in government 
policy, including those to welfare.

Social Justice Week 
resources
Social Justice Week in 
2011 considers issues of 
fairness and equality in 
New Zealand society, 
in the light of Catholic 
social teaching on the 
common good.  Catholic 
teaching recognises there 
are inherent differences 
between people, and does 
not demand an absolutely 
equal society.  

From the 1891 papal 
encyclical Rerum Novarum 
onwards, Popes have 
recognised the right of 
people to benefit from 
their own work and 
initiative.  However, they 
have strongly warned 
that a growth in inequality between rich and poor breaks down 
the solidarity of the human family; compromises people’s ability to 
obtain their rights and meet their responsibilities; and fails to help 
us obtain the common good of all.  

Caritas’ Social Justice Week resources prepared for parishes and 
schools will help the Catholic and wider community understand 
the ethical and moral issues in public policy debates about 
fairness and equality, particularly timely with general elections in 
November.  

What can I do?
• Read more – check out our resources at your local parish, 

school, or visit the Caritas website www.caritas.org.nz. 
There is the main resource booklet, plus a 4-page overview. 

• Raise issues of fairness and equality with election 
candidates.

• Write to your MP asking how they intend to address these 
issues.

On a level
playing field

This CD ROM contains documents requiring Acrobat Reader, Microsoft Word and Microsoft 
PowerP

oin
t

Social Justice Week 2011
Resource for teachers and students

Years 1 to 13

On a LEVEL
playing field
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SPOTLIGHT on SCHOOLS
Teachers and students have provided valuable feedback on our 
Without Rain video used for Lent 2011. We have a clear idea of 
what you gained from viewing it, and what our next film project 
should be. Your suggestions will help us plan our next teaching 
resource.  

We were pleased with the empathetic and compassionate 
responses to the film. Young people from around New Zealand 
are beginning to see how we are connected to those who are 
more vulnerable in distant places and that they are indeed our 
brothers and sisters. 

What’s our next step?
It is important to continue to take steps that mitigate and adapt 
to our changing climate. So we are inviting teachers, students 
and all people to re-connect with the earth in a special way on 
the Feast of St Francis - our patron saint of ecology. October 
4 – On Holy Ground Day will be marked by prayers and symbols 
aimed at growing our sense of the sacred and holy on this fragile 
planet. Schools have received advanced promotion of this day. 
We are hoping for most young people and their teachers to 
participate in a special liturgy available through our website. 

New website makes locating information easier
A lot of work has been done to make our new website more 
up-to-date and accessible. We hope you enjoy the new look and 
navigation pathways. We want to make it easier for busy teachers 
to source information from this site and also for the voices of 
young people to be heard. We’ll be progressively uploading more 
of our resources – new material and reworked earlier material - 
so keep visiting to see what’s there.

Fair play focus for Social Justice Week 
All schools will have received Social Justice Week packages with 
booklets, posters, bookmarks and other promotional materials. 
The main teaching and learning resources are available to 
download from our website. We believe most schools now have 
the technological capacity to do this. However, CD Roms are 
available for those who prefer their own digital copy.

What are our key ideas?
• What does fair play mean for us as a community?
• There is inequality both on and off the sports field.
• We are challenged to live the gospel in a society where 

inequality is growing.

• Many New Zealanders do not experience our life together as 
being ‘on a level playing field’.

• Sharing God’s love involves sharing in the resources which 
God intends for all.

Caritas education staff are visiting schools and working with staff 
and students to promote the Fair Play resources.

Survive a Slum catches on
A resource we’ve had for several years, Survive a Slum is catching 
on with schools and youth groups around New Zealand.  We’ve 
had good stories from participants who have spent 1-2 nights in 
rough cardboard box shelters and under tarpaulins. 

Students from Verdon College in Invercargill chose mid-winter 
to brave the challenging conditions. Many have incorporated the 
Caritas ‘Can You Cope?’ challenge into the time spent in their 
‘cardboard cities’. Hundreds of teens have braved doing without 
their ipods, cellphones, MP3 payers, games and TV favourites in 
order to identify better with those who live without. 

Survive a Slum is an exercise in solidarity with those who live in 
poverty, while also raising funds for Caritas projects with the poor 
and vulnerable around the world. Much of the money raised has 
been tagged for those who are facing hardship as a result of the 
Christchurch quakes. Thanks to all students and staff for your 
enthusiasm and empathy.

Raising funds for Christchurch: Josh Naylor was a Year 7 student temporarily 

attending St Gerard’s in Alexandra due to the Christchurch earthquake. 

Josh was originally at St Paul’s School, Dallington, which was devastated in 

the September 2010 quake. He then moved to Cathedral School, which was 

badly damaged in February. Photo: St Gerard’s School, Alexandra.

Before, during and after Social Justice Week, check out our 
‘Level with me’ blogsite that will be looking at social inequality 
– nationally and internationally – through the eyes of countries 
competing in the Rugby World Cup.

We’ll rank the countries based on their performance on various 
social inequality indicators, and run a light-hearted blog on how 
the countries stack up against each other, as their teams progress 
through they rugby pool play and the play-offs. 

We all know the All Blacks will take the Cup. (Yeah, right.) But who 
will win on the social equality stakes?

level with me – social justice blogsite Find out who we 
think is the winner – 
and make your own 
judgement. Join in the 
fun and debate, as we 
examine in a light-
hearted, sporting way 
some of the deeper 
issues that sometimes 
divide us and the world.

You’ll find ‘Level with me’ through the Caritas website  
www.caritas.org.nz
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Welfare changes
A Caritas delegation led by Archbishop John Dew met Finance 
Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Bill English on Monday 15 
August to discuss welfare reform. This was the day after the 
National government announced the first of what is intended to be 
a series of rolling announcements about welfare policy,

Drawing on experience from the first-hand knowledge of Catholic 
parishes, schools, religious communities and agencies who work 
with low-income families, Caritas Director Michael Smith told Mr 
English that most beneficiaries are genuine. They are often living 
with disadvantage as a result of bad experiences not of their own 
making.  The delegation asked the government to show leadership 
from the very top to use descriptions of beneficiaries which do not 
lead to further stigmatisation and stereotyping.

Mr English outlined for the delegation the government’s 
commitment to an investment approach to assisting people 
into work. This considers the long-term costs of joblessness and 
exclusion from the paid work force.  The Catholic delegation 
welcomed many aspects of the investment approach, but 
questioned punitive aspects of proposed welfare reform such as 
third-party management of finances, sanctions and penalties, and 
increased work testing on sick and disabled people.  

The delegation supported identifying and assisting with 
overcoming specific barriers to employment for people on benefits. 
But Fr Gerard Burns also emphasised that solutions to structural 

unemployment did not lie only with individuals. Government 
economic and social policies also have a part to play.

The delegation questioned the possible impact of the Welfare 
Working Group recommendation concerning ‘ready access’ to 
contraception to reduce children born in beneficiary households. 
They recognised it was not only a matter of Catholic doctrine but 
also a human right that parents should be able to make their own 
choices about their families.

The importance of adequate job creation policies was also 
discussed, so that those being required to find work had a 
realistic chance in a job market which cannot currently provide 
employment for all seeking it.

Mr English told the delegation he agreed with many of their 
concerns about the Welfare Working Group recommendations 
and process. He said that the government’s response to that will 
become clear as welfare policy is made public over coming months.  

Caritas has produced a four-page A4 guide to the welfare debate, 
outlining key recommendations of both the government and 
Alternative Welfare Working Groups, as well as Caritas’ key principles 
for welfare changes – based on Catholic social teaching. Download 
it from our website, or contact our Wellington office for a copy. 
caritas@caritas.org.nz or phone 0800 22 10 22.

Women and children are at the centre of a new preventative 
health care programme in the Holy Land. Both New Zealand 
government and Caritas donor funds are allowing us to support 
this programme provided through the medical expertise of 
Caritas Jerusalem. 

The project was profiled in the last issue of Update. Since then 
Caritas International Programmes Manager Tara D’Sousa and 
Education Officer Liz Sullivan have visited Palestine to get a 
first-hand look. They visited Caritas’ Aboud clinic which serves a 
rural area of about 4,000 people. Unfortunately, they were not 
allowed into Gaza, where Caritas Jerusalem runs a mobile clinic.

Caritas Jerusalem was founded 1967 in the aftermath of the Six-
Day War, and medical and health care has been the mainstay of 
its mission. 

Many of the health issues faced by the Palestinian people are 
the result of the continuing conflict and occupation of areas 
annexed in that war – a conflict that has left no Palestinian 
family untouched. Children are especially affected. ‘Poverty, poor 
housing, lack of spaces to play and bad nutrition contribute 
greatly to poor health outcomes for residents of Aboud, but 
especially Gaza,’ says Tara.

The extension work into the community that Caritas Aotearoa 
New Zealand is now funding is a natural outgrowth of Caritas 
Jerusalem’s ongoing health work. 

It is part of an innovative approach to strengthen the public 
health system run by the Palestinian Ministry of Health. Local 

health committees set up in rural villages cooperate with village 
authorities. The committees are fully representative, involving 
men and women, youth and the elderly.

 ‘It’s a much more community approach rather than a medical 
model of people coming into a centre,’  says Tara.

You can read more about Tara and Liz’s visit, and gain an 
insight into the Holy Land, in our latest One World Partnership 
newsletter. Read it online, or become a One World Partner and 
receive it in hard copy with a complimentary postcard each time. 

Nurse Rasha Khalah 

visits Jihan Joarieh 

and family. Jihan is 36 

weeks pregnant. She 

is anaemic and has 

low blood pressure. 

She receives advice on 

taking care of herself. 

Photo: Liz Sullivan

Mother and child still the focus in the Holy Land
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An A4 flyer on Caritas Canterbury earthquake projects has been sent to all parishes and schools, and can also be downloaded from our website. 
Some additional information is below. Thanks to all who have contributed more than $900,000 to help Canterbury recover!

Canterbury Compassion Continues

Carrying children through the storms
I learnt that there have been lots of changes and I can’t control the 
earthquakes, but I can control who I ask for help from, and express 
how I feel to people I trust  – Samantha, age 9.

The best part of Stormbirds for me was when I thought of all my 
happy memories, because that helps me feel better when I remember 
happier times and I can feel better when I am scared. – Hamish, age 
8.

This is how children have responded to the Stormbirds emotional 
support programme, funded by Caritas with donations from our 
Canterbury Quake Appeal. 

Kim Olds, a counsellor with Christchurch’s Catholic Social Services, 
has been implementing the programme there. She says children are 
finding things particularly difficult because of the number, severity 
and unpredictable nature of the aftershocks. Some are beginning 
to show signs of trauma – similar to the trauma and anxiety of 
children during World War Two air raids in Britain.

Ms Olds says Stormbirds gives children strategies to cope with 
feelings, and a plan around who they can connect with when they 
need support.  They feel clearer about their feelings, and also less 
‘alone’.  It helps to know others feel the same way. 

‘I feel privileged to be able to work with Christchurch children 
during these difficult times, and believe that the Stormbirds 
programme is offering them something practical, encouraging and 
self-empowering.  ...  this will help to ensure a better outcome  for 
our Christchurch kids.  I feel really grateful and would like to thank 
Caritas for supporting this project.’

Stormbirds is being used around the country. Caritas regional 
coordinator Beate Matthies and Delia Ruane (Seasons for Growth) 
spoke about the programme to Maria Assumpta parish, Auckland. 

They highlighted how good cooperation between the two agencies 
is providing a positive example of Catholics showing solidarity and 
compassion to those in need – whether the quake survivors have 
remained in Canterbury, or moved elsewhere. 

Beate is available to other Auckland parishes to talk about Caritas 
projects and work.

New project to support Christchurch pastoral response
Caritas’ latest project to support Canterbury recovery is an 
Earthquake Relief Coordinator proposed for the Christchurch 
Diocese. The coordinator will support parishes and communities 
as they move deeper into the recovery phase following the 
earthquakes of the past year. 

Mike Stopforth, Bishop’s Deputy for the Pastoral Plan, says red zone 
announcements in the region increase pressure and impact on 
people. ‘Communities and parishes have been displaced and this 
will continue for some considerable time.’

Initial earthquake response was through agencies such as the 
Catholic Youth Team and Catholic Social Services, alongside the St 
Vincent de Paul Society. Diocesan support and coordination was 
provided by existing diocesan staff. 

But now, Mr Stopforth says there is a ‘need to have a long term view 
to our response to the earthquake’ especially in terms of people.

The new role – expected to be in place by the end of September 
-  will provide a coordinated response to help parishes and diocesan 
offices identify needs and enable a better response to those needs. 

Caritas will meet half the cost of this three-year project, estimated 
to cost $185,800. This has been possible with generous support of 
donors from around the country.

Kaiapoi latest to be ‘red-zoned’
Kaiapoi north of Christchurch was the latest area affected 
by ‘red-zone’ announcements shortly before Update went 
to print. One fifth of houses in the town were deemed to be 
on land unfit to live on, leaving property owners deciding 
between a Government offer to buy, or deal with their insurer.

Parish priest for Kaiapoi, Fr Michael Pui, said, ‘The present 
situation poses a new problem, and a new trauma.  ... there 
are people with damaged houses (but still ‘liveable’), but 
declared to be in red-zone.  ...  I know of an elderly parishioner 
who has no obvious liquefaction on her land and no damage 
(maybe hairline cracks in gib-joints) and now she is declared 
to be in the red zone too.  People generally do not want to live 
anywhere else.’ 

He says there is not enough ‘cheap’ land around to rebuild, as 
new housing developments are selling fast at prices generally 
above $400,000.

Many Christchurch schools continue to share premises with other schools, 

such as this class of Year 5 and 6 pupils with teacher Jared Hopkins at 

Burnside’s Christ the King School, site-sharing at Merrin Primary School.     

Caritas donor funds are supporting a Liaison and Support Adviser to 

Christchurch Catholic schools, in partnership with national and diocesan 

Catholic education offices.
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newsletters & appeals (my details are supplied below)

Leaving a legacy of hope through a bequest.
(please contact me to provide information).

Please tick all that apply

The Catholic Agency for Justice,  
Peace and Development

It’s hard to imagine 
13 million drought-stricken people.
But that is the situation facing the Horn of Africa. There has been no rain for two 
years. Most of the livestock is dead. It is the worst drought in 60 years. This has 
combined with the effects of war and rising food prices to create a catastrophe.

But imagine making a difference …
It is possible. With your help Caritas is supporting life-giving drought response 
projects in Kenya, Somalia and Ethiopia. We are working with local partners to 
bring food, water and hope to people in desperate need. Together we can make a 
difference.  Imagine that!

Every dollar you give will help save lives, and work for long-term change.

Read more on page 3 inside. Check out our Horn of Africa video on our website.

ph
ot

o:
 c

ar
ita

s i
nt

er
na

ti
on

al
is

To donate: 

• Visit www.caritas.org.nz 

• Phone 0800 22 10 22 
to make a credit card 
donation

• Phone 0900 4 11 11 to 
make a $20 donation 
from your phone 
account.


