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Life is returning to normal at Saleaamua, one of the villages most badly damaged in the 2009 tsunami that 
hit Samoa. Caritas donors from New Zealand and around the world helped restore and rebuild people’s 

lives. Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand is currently exploring with Caritas Samoa further opportunities to assist 
with long-term development and even greater disaster preparedness. Caritas Samoa is well-respected for its 

emergency work and reducing the risk to communities from disasters.
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This year has been challenging for so many at home and across the 
world.  The devastating Christchurch earthquake of 22 February, 
the famine in the Horn of Africa, and renewed flooding in Pakistan 
stand out as some of the human tragedies in 2011.

Through your support and our international and local Caritas 
partners we have been able to respond to those affected by these 
tragedies.  The response to our appeals has been fantastic!  Over $1 
million (including 25 per cent of our Lent Appeal) has been raised 
for the Canterbury earthquake relief, over $350,000 for the Horn of 
Africa and over $880,000 for our Lent Appeal.   Thank you.

After seven years with Caritas, it is time for me to say good bye. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time here – it has been both a 
challenging and enriching time for me. My leadership at Caritas 
would have been extremely difficult without the support of such 
a passionate and hardworking staff – their dedication to the poor 
and vulnerable has been a constant inspiration for me.  

Looking back over the last seven years there has been significant 
growth in our revenue and programmes. In the last couple of years 
we have weathered the global financial crisis and changes in the 
New Zealand Government’s overseas aid direction.   This has only 
been possible through the generosity of supporters right around 
New Zealand who continue to give their time, prayers and financial 
support for the work of Caritas.  

Letter from the director
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I have had the privilege of speaking 
out on social justice issues, including 
making many submissions to 
Government select committees, and 
I have enjoyed engaging with many 
schools, parishes and individual 
donors around New Zealand.  A 
highlight for me has been visiting 
Caritas development programmes 
in places such as Sri Lanka, Tanzania, 
Papua New Guinea and Bangladesh.  
It has been wonderful to see first-hand how Caritas programmes 
are making a real difference, how they are empowering and 
assisting communities to overcome poverty.

 It has not been an easy decision to leave Caritas. There is always 
more to do, but after seven years in the role I feel the time is right 
for me to take on a new challenge with the Cancer Society. 

As we draw near Christmas, I am reminded of the hope that our 
Christian faith gives each one of us. This Update newsletter shows 
how the work of Caritas is a visible sign of hope for vulnerable and 
poor communities here and around the world.

Wishing you a blessed and hopeful Christmas.

Michael Smith, Director

There come certain times when it is appropriate for the hidden 
to be made clear, for the ordinary to surface and be the focus 
of our reflection. 

In Caritas there is a wonderful team who serve us, the people 
who support the Bishops and Church community and all 
people of good will. They work to support our development 
partners, to inform our community and schools and colleges, 
to promote and to support us in works of justice and peace, 
with their skills, time and energy.  

This is ‘ordinary’ work, but it is led, formed and organised. For 
the last seven years Michael Smith has been the leader, the 
manager, the face of Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand. He has 
done this job superbly, and now is the appropriate time for 
him to move to another challenge, closer to the young family, 
and more Wellington-based. 

The Board and Caritas family are thankful to Michael for his 
dedication, skill, commitment and gift. We thank Helen for her 
support and wish the Smith family all blessings this Christmas 
and in the years ahead.  

Mark Richards (on behalf of the Board of Caritas)

From the Board Chair 
Caritas would also like to take the opportunity to farewell and 
thank Stephen Dawson, our Research and Advocacy Officer 
since January 2010. Stephen suffered a severe stroke in April 
of this year. In the months after the stroke, Stephen has made 
rapid and strong gains in recovery. However, on medical advice 
he has chosen to retire from Caritas on medical grounds 
to focus on his rehabilitation. He would like to return in a 
voluntary capacity at some time.

Stephen was instrumental in guiding Caritas through a Treaty 
of Waitangi Review, and finalising a consultation policy with 
Te Rūnanga o Te Hāhi Katorika (the national Catholic Māori 
council), as well as deepening our contacts with Māori Catholic 
groups. We appreciate the role both he and his wife Nellie have 
played for Caritas, and wish them and their children well in the 
future.

Stephen’s role as Research and Advocacy Officer has been 
temporarily filled by David Nonu, who serves on Te Kaunihera 
(the Council) for the Hui Aranga (annual Easter gathering 
of Māori Catholics) and he is an active member of Te Kainga 
Catholic marae in Wellington. He has a background in banking, 
customer service and business administration.

Farewell to Stephen Dawson  

caritas gifts – a special gift this christmas
There’s still a little time to buy a Caritas Gift for someone you love this Christmas.

Caritas Gifts will delight family and friends and make a huge difference to people in vulnerable communities. Your gift 
contribution goes towards an area of our work that you have chosen to support. Choose from an Emergency, Green, 
Learning, Caring, Hope or Healing hamper – to provide for real needs and transform lives, families and communities around the world.

Your friend or loved one gets a lovely Christmas gift card and tree decoration highlighting the kind of work their gift is supporting.

Order by 14 December, and you should receive your gift by Christmas. To find out more and order, go to www.caritas.org.nz, call 0800 
22 10 22 or find us on facebook.
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EMERGENCY UPDATE - Needs Still Great in Pakistan and Horn of Africa

Recent months have seen large-scale flooding in Asia, Latin America, and a massive earthquake in Turkey. Thank you to donors who have 
responded to the needs displayed on our media – the spread of the Caritas network means we can direct such funds to places you specify. Our 
appeals are still open for the huge need that continues to exist for Pakistan and the Horn of Africa.

pakistan
We’d like to thank our donors who gave again this year for Pakistan 
flood relief. In all, thanks to your support, we’ve been able to 
provide $400,000 over 2010-11 to help relieve suffering and rebuild 
the lives of people displaced by flooding in Pakistan. Last year your 
funds helped in Shangla, Kohistan and Sindh provinces. This year, 
Sindh in the south has been badly hit again by floods in August-
September.

With an international shortfall in funds to the 2011 floods, help 
is still desperately needed. The 2011 floods have killed at least 
430 people and disrupted the lives of nine million. There are still 
800,000 people displaced by last year’s floods in the same area. 
At least 1.75 million people need emergency shelter, and 3 million 
people are in urgent need of medical care. 

Caritas will provide food and support for families to resume 
farming, shelter and household supplies, and hygiene kits and 
health care to 12,500 families. 

Our theme for Lent 2012 is Called by faith to act with generous 
hearts – Kua karangahia e te whakapono kia mahi i runga i te 
ngākau atawhai. It was inspired by words addressed by Pope 
Benedict XVI during the international Caritas network’s General 
Assembly 2011, where he said: ‘All Catholics, and indeed all men 
and women, are called to act with… generous hearts…’

Lent begins on 22 February – the anniversary of the most 
devastating Canterbury earthquake. Our Lenten envelope and 
reflection programme for the First Sunday acknowledge those 
who lost loved ones, homes and security – and the long-term 
work of rebuilding lives after disasters. Other envelopes and 
reflection material for Lent feature examples of our work in 
Kenya, Fiji, Aotearoa New Zealand and the Holy Land.

Caritas’ schools resource Partnerships for change – hearts filled 
with hope draws on insights about the Holy Land arising from 
our partnership with Caritas Jerusalem. Activities for Years 
1- 13 students will help them connect with people distant from 

themselves. They 
will learn about the 
difficulties faced by 
peoples of different 
faiths, histories and 
traditions living 
together; and the 
challenges of conflict, 
compromise and efforts 
towards peace.

We will also be 
privileged to have as our Lenten visitor the Secretary General of 
Caritas Jerusalem, Claudette Habesch. She will share insights 
from Caritas Jerusalem’s work among the most vulnerable in 
the Holy Land. Check our website for details of her visit as they 
are confirmed. Also check out our Peace Lamps for the Holy Land 
promotion on the back page.
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horn of africa
Thanks to all our generous donors we have now raised over 
$350,000 for our Horn of Africa appeal. We are working in 
partnership with Trócaire (Caritas Ireland) in Kenya to help people 
to make it through the worst drought in 60 years. 

‘The favourable onset of the short rains is benefiting crops, 
vegetation and pasture areas, easing drought conditions to some 
extent,’ says Sofie Sandstrom of Trócaire. ‘However, prices are 
remaining well above the five year average and food insecurity 
levels are likely to persist well into the first quarter of 2012. ... the 
emergency is not yet over.’   

A ‘cash for work’ scheme is one of the ways Caritas is helping 
people to survive.  Participation in cash and food for work activities 
allows people to meet their immediate food and nutrition 
requirements.  As well as providing work and food, our projects 
include building water pipes, farm terracing, dams and irrigation 
systems in east Africa.  

Another important way in which Caritas has eased the 
stress in Kenya is by moving cattle from drought areas 
to areas with healthy pasture. The cattle are returned to 
their families when the animals are healthy.

Coming up for Lent 2012

Women fetching water from a pump in 
a flood-affected village in Lashri district, 
Sindh province, Pakistan. 

Called 
by faith
to act with  
generous hearts 

Please give 
generously so we 
can helP others  
helP themselves

2012
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A recent gathering of Caritas organisations working in the Pacific 
recommitted themselves to ‘working in solidarity with the poor 
and marginalised that they may become architects of their own 
development’ and to ‘being responsible stewards of God’s creation’ 
encouraging ‘locally-appropriate sustainable living’.

Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand hosted the annual Caritas Oceania 
forum in Auckland on October 3-7. About 25 people attended from 
Australia, Fiji, Kiribati, New Caledonia, Papua New Guinea, Samoa 
and Tonga, as well as Caritas network representatives from Rome 
and Asia. 

Climate change was on the agenda – even before news broke of a 
drought causing water shortages in Tokelau and Tuvalu.

New Zealand climate scientist Professor Martin Manning brought 
participants up to speed on the science. ‘We keep seeing surprises,’ 
and some changes in climate and impact were happening faster 
than scientists’ predictions. 

Participants also shared their own experiences – such as increased 
coastal erosion and contamination of drinking water in low-lying 
islands in Tonga and Kiribati. 

But larger islands are also at risk. Caritas Papua New Guinea 
Director Raymond Ton said low-lying areas of his homeland were 
experiencing greater erosion, and food security was becoming a 
critical issue – especially with a severe drought expected next year. 
‘These days, people don’t know whether to plant or whether to 
water – the seasons have changed.’ 

Massey University’s Dr Glenn Banks, Associate Professor of 
Development Studies, led a discussion on the impacts of mining 
and large-scale resource extraction in Melanesia. The forum also 
considered disaster communications planning; political and social 
change in the Pacific; and how Caritas agencies in the region 
can genuinely empower the poor and promote integral human 
development.

Director of Caritas Tonga Sr Senolita Vakata summed up the spirit 
of Caritas in Oceania:  ‘We’re not only focused on the development, 
the physical thing. It’s the whole person ... the spiritual part; and 
that is the thing that [keeps] us going.... We always have to be more 
than what is there.... It’s not only the payment; it’s more than that, 
and sometimes we can’t explain it.’

Considering the issues pre- and post-election
Post-Rugby World Cup and Social Justice Week, communities 
continued to discuss and debate ‘fair play and the common good’ 
in the lead-up to the 2011 New Zealand general election. 

Speaking at various Church-organised election forum meetings, 
Caritas Research and Advocacy Coordinator Lisa Beech, said 
voters are not just passive consumers of political choices put out 
by parties. Instead ‘they are able to be active, dynamic advocates 
for principles such as human dignity; the common good; the 
protection of poor and vulnerable members of society; and 
stewardship of God’s creation’. Such work continues long after 
the election.

The Palmerston North Diocesan Commission for Justice and 
Peace invited representatives of the major political parties 
to discuss their policy on issues of inequality and poverty in 
New Zealand at a forum on 10 September.  Over 100 people 
attended the meeting where candidates were questioned on 
New Zealand’s high child poverty rates, cuts to early childhood 
education and mental health funding.

Wellington Central parishes ran a series of speakers on Caritas’ 
‘level playing field’ Social Justice Week theme.  Council of Trade 
Unions economist Bill Rosenberg outlined New Zealand’s rise 
in inequality over the past 30 years. He noted that by 2004 
the richest 1 per cent of New Zealanders owned more of New 
Zealand’s wealth than the poorest 60 per cent of the population.  
Wellington Central MP Grant Robertson said rugby was a great 
fit for New Zealand’s national game as all shapes and sizes can 

‘fair play and the common good’ 

find a role to play.  Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister 
Bill English completed the series explaining how issues of 
fairness pragmatically affect decisions taken by government in 
areas such as welfare and prison policy.

Masterton parish’s election meeting in October focused on how 
party policies would affect the poorest members of New Zealand 
society.  Caritas Chair Mark Richards gave a key note address, 
while Caritas Director Michael Smith was part of the expert 
panel grilling candidates on poverty and inequality issues.

The Auckland Diocesan, Hamilton, Mt Maunganui and New 
Plymouth election forums were also well attended with 
candidates being questioned on a variety of social justice issues. 
Election meetings covering concerns generated by the Bishops’ 
statement also took place in Lower Hutt, Waikanae, Rotorua and 
Newtown (Wellington), and other places.  

‘It has been a privilege to see so many communities actively 
engaging with the Bishops’ letter and Caritas material in 
deciding how to apply moral and ethical principles to their 
voting decisions,’ said Lisa Beech. ‘Caritas encourages voters 
and communities to continue to engage with political 
representatives following the election to promote public policies 
that protect the most vulnerable’.
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Caritas Oceania gathers in Auckland

Participants at the Caritas Oceania forum went barefoot in a liturgy on St 
Francis Day, remembering their connection with the Earth – Papatuanuku. 

‘A cup of tea’ at Mt Victoria 
parish election forum. Grant 
Robertson and Caritas Director 
Michael Smith are on the right.
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Call for dialogue over West Papua

Climate of Action in the Pacific

Caritas donor funds have been working with Pacific people to foster 
awareness and action over climate change in our region.

tonga
Lopeti Filo of Caritas Tonga (below) plants a fao tree for coastal 
protection, as part of a Tonga 350 group action. The 350 youth-
based group was established after Lopeti and Kuilani Fa’asolo 
(Caritas Tonga Administrator/Secretary) attended the inaugural 
Pasifika Climate Leadership Workshop in 2010, organised by the 
‘350’ climate action group. Caritas Tonga then sponsored the pair to 
run workshops on four of Tonga’s main islands.

‘The majority of the people in the outer islands didn’t have a 
clue whatsoever that the change that is happening is because of 
climate change,’ says Kuilani. ‘We really inspired the people telling 
them what is climate change, what causes it, how to act to fight 
climate change.’ The Tonga 350 youth group is very active with 
more than 30 members. 

papua new guinea
This year, we supported Matthias Ire, Diocesan Caritas Coordinator 
for the Diocese of Kimbe in Papua New Guinea, to attend the 
second Pasifika Climate Leadership Workshop in Suva, Fiji. 

Matthias had already been working on climate awareness in his 
diocese with Caritas Papua New Guinea (the national office). 
Following the Suva workshop he has organised youth groups in 
Kimbe to design an awareness plan, and shared his experience 
through his regular radio programme. He has also worked on 
climate awareness with key leaders and chiefs of the Kapo 
community, where Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand is supporting a 
livelihoods programme centred on cocoa and coconut production. 

Kapo is based on a small island in Kimbe province, with their 
main food growing areas on the mainland.  Earlier this year, the 
community were forced by an exceptionally high king tide from 
their island home to the mainland, where they stayed two days. 
The king tide also damaged their mainland food gardens.  

‘Anecdotal evidence suggests that coastal flooding is the most 
important climate change related hazard for Kapo,’ says Caritas 
Aotearoa New Zealand Programmes Officer Leo Duce, who visited 
recently.  ‘The community members were very passionate about 
identifying needs and strategies as they continue their work in the 
Kapo livelihood project. Issues around climate change and food 
security were seen as most important.’

Coastal flooding is also common to two other Papua New Guinea 
regions, Manus and Bougainville, where Caritas Aotearoa New 
Zealand and Caritas Papua New Guinea are exploring possibilities 
for an alternative livelihood programme based on the Kapo project. 

Matthias Ire’s experience and skills on climate change issues will be 
shared with these other regions and Diocesan Caritas Coordinators 
in those locations.

Caritas has called for an immediate dialogue between the 
Indonesian Government and West Papuan leaders to address 
issues underlying conflict and human rights abuses in Papua, 
Indonesia. The call was made in a joint statement initiated 
by Caritas with seven other New Zealand human rights, 
development and peace organisations.

This followed the violent dispersion of a peaceful Papuan 
gathering in Jayapura by Indonesian security forces on 19 
October. Ten people are believed to have been killed, and 
thousands initially detained. 

Military forces also entered a nearby Catholic mission complex 
without permission, doing damage and threatening staff and 
residents. A Franciscan brother was so badly beaten that he 
required intensive care at the local hospital after being released 
from overnight detention.

The joint statement also called for the Indonesian government to 
investigate the allegations of excessive force and human rights 

violations, and asked the New Zealand government to do all it 
could to encourage dialogue between the parties over West Papua.

Dialogue has also been called for by the Indonesian Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference. 

‘The central government has to show the courage to change 
its attitude and to take a new approach and a new solution 
that specifically deals with the interests and the welfare of the 
Papuans,’ they said, adding, ‘The figures and types of the security 
forces deployed in Papua are far too many.’ 

‘We express our strongest support to the inter-faith leaders and 
all parties who work for Papua Land of Peace,’ said the Bishops.

West Papua has been part of Indonesia since the so-called ‘Act 
of Free Choice’ in 1968, when 1,022 hand-picked Papuans signed 
over the former Dutch colony to Indonesia. 

Caritas supports the Yasanto women’s development  group in 
Merauke, West Papua and works for a just peace in the region.  
To find out more, visit our website www.caritas.org.nz
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Caritas long-term support for Canterbury continues, 
our generous donors have outdone themselves by 
giving over a million dollars to the recovery effort. 
Here’s how some of these funds are being used.  
Check out our website for more details.

An Earthquake Recovery Coordinator for Christchurch Diocese 
has been appointed to support parishes and communities as 
they continue in earthquake recovery. Matt O’Connell took up 
the role in early November, half-funded by Caritas. 

His first few weeks have been spent 
visiting parishes, meeting with 
priests, parish pastoral assistants, and 
pastoral councils to find out first-hand 
what people’s concerns are. ‘When we 
get a picture we can get onto it. It is 
important to listen to people’s needs 

rather than just assume what is needed,’ he says.

Born and bred in Christchurch, Matt has built up strong 
networks, and has worked for the Diocese for the past nine 
years. In his most recent role as a Young Adults Worker 
with the Catholic Youth Team, he gained extensive pastoral 
experience. The team did a lot of recovery work following 
the February quake including daily barbeques. 

 ‘I’m excited by the challenge, there are some big needs out 
there,’ says Matt. 

Earthquake Recovery 
Coordinator

Canterbury Update

Writing from Christchurch, Caritas Board member Maureen Kerr 
(who works for Christchurch Catholic Education Office), says the 
earthquakes have been a series of traumatic events. 

‘You can empathise and commiserate, but it is hard to appreciate 
what each person is going through mentally and emotionally. ... 
While many people have remained stoic, accepted the reality and 
are beginning to plan for the future, others cannot cope with the 
issues. Many have left their homes and the city rather than face 
the ongoing difficulties and uncertainty.’

She says the generosity and support from people throughout the 
country and overseas has been absolutely overwhelming, and 
those in Christchurch are grateful for each and every donation.

The poem ‘Grief’ from Joy Cowley below is apt:

Friend, I don’t know what you are going through

I’ve had grief in my life, but this is your grief, your pain and I am on 
the outside.

I realise that words of comfort are useless to someone hanging on 
the cross.

All I can do is be here for you, bring in the washing, answer the 
phone, make a pot of tea for visitors, hug you when hugs are 
needed, and listen when you want to talk. 

If you want silence, tell me. If you want me to go, please say. 

You know me well enough to treat me as one of the family. 

Friend, I can only stand here at the foot of your cross, 

but know in your desolation, that you are not alone.

Christchurch in recovery

A little goes a long way. With Caritas funding, the Stormbirds 
emotional support programme has helped many children and 
young people – in and outside of Christchurch – cope with living 
in the aftermath of the series of earthquakes that have affected 
Canterbury over the last year.

The Mordecai family only moved to Christchurch six months 
ago to help with rebuilding. Mother, Paula, says the Stormbirds 
programme helped give her children ongoing support after the 
frightening magnitude 6.3 June aftershock. 

Holly (11) and Joshua (9½) attended six sessions at Sacred Heart 
School in Addington. It was helpful for them to realise that 
there were other children in the school feeling the same way 
they were. Sessions are confidential so kids can openly share 
their thoughts and fears. Paula says the course helped them 
understand why they felt the way they did. ‘It was a big thing to 
know they weren’t alone’.

Another family at Sacred Heart said through Stormbirds their 

little girl ‘now has her smile and 
laughter back’.

Stormbirds has been picked up by 20 Catholic and state schools 
in Christchurch, and two country communities in Canterbury. 
Other organisations working with children and young people, 
and private-practice counsellors, have also used the programme, 
such that about 1,000 children have benefited from it in the 
Canterbury region. 

Stormbirds has also been used at Greymouth High School, at 
least eight Auckland schools, and other locations, to help young 
survivors of the Canterbury quakes who have moved to other 
locations.

Stormbirds flying strong
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Earthquake Liaison and Support 
Advisor Karen Payne leading a 

Stormbirds session with children 
from Sacred Heart School, 

Christchurch.
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SPOTLIGHT on SCHOOLS
Fundraising – how are we doing?
As the Catholic Bishops agency for aid and development, we value 
the support we receive from Catholic schools around the country, 
and  are delighted to receive your donations. It is an extra bonus 
when we receive lovely letters and photos sharing what you’ve 
been doing. We thought we’d take the opportunity to provide you 
with some details on where our donations are coming from and 
trends in fundraising from the schools.

The figures below show a steady trend of donations to Caritas. 
Annual fluctuations can be explained by a number of events. 
For example, in 2009 a strong flow of money was tagged 
for tsunami relief in Samoa and Tonga. This year there was a 
generous outpouring for Christchurch earthquake recovery. (see 
facing page for details on how those funds are being spent). 
While schools support a number of worthy causes during the 
year and donor fatigue is a reality, it is heartwarming to see the 
solid support for your only Catholic agency for justice, peace and 
development. 

Funds raised 2009 to 2011 
Out of 237 Catholic schools in Aotearoa New Zealand, just over 
half have donated money to Caritas in the last three years. 

2009: 156 Catholic schools gave $147,599 

2010: 120 Catholic schools gave $134,472 

2011 (to 1 November): school donations (from 102 schools)  
total $ 125,855.  

The total for the first 10 months of this year includes responses 
for Christchurch earthquake recovery ($64,337.81) and our Horn 
of Africa appeal ($23,410.30). Lent donations so far, as well as 
responses to other emergencies, has contributed $38,108.  Year 
end traditionally brings another surge in school donations, so it  
is looking as though this year will exceed the previous two!  
A wonderful effort.

It would be inappropriate to name particular schools, but we 
thought you’d like to know how each diocese is doing.  
For the last few years the diocesan breakdown looks like this:

How do students and staff do it?
We have reported in previous Updates on the innovative and fun 
ways children and young people get involved and raise money 
at the same time. An example this year was a Gisborne’s school 
innovative use of Caritas’  sporting theme for Social Justice Week. 

Students from Campion College, Gisborne organised  ‘The Amazing Race’ 
during Social Justice Week to raise both funds and awareness for Caritas. 
‘The need to be a team and work together were the key to the success. ... 
Caritas really sent a message to the students and even to the teachers,’ 
said one student. 

There are hundreds of simple and effective ways to raise money. 
We are happy to provide you with supporting materials and 
ideas. There is information on our website and a booklet filled 
with fundraising ideas. Go to http://www.caritas.org.nz/schools/
fundraising-schools/fundraising-resources-schools  to download 
a copy.

A warm and sincere thank you for schools’ ongoing work in social 
justice education as well as raising money for desperately poor 
and vulnerable people. 

We hope you can take some time over the holidays to explore our 
newly designed website, which will feature what’s coming up 
for Lent. And have a wonderful and well-deserved rest over the 
summer. 

Diocese 
(total no of schools)

2009 
Number of schools who 

donated

2010 
Number of schools who 

donated

2011 (to 1 Nov) 
Number of schools who 

donated

Auckland (56) 41 32 30

Hamilton (33) 21 13 12

Palmerston North (37) 22 15 19

Wellington (48) 35 23 21

Christchurch (35) 25 24 12

Dunedin (28) 12 13 8

Note, the figures above do not include the numerous schools who raised funds for the Mufti Mania promotion run by the New 
Zealand Catholic Primary Principals’ Association. In 2009, Mufti Mania donations raised $21,000 and in 2010 we received $22,000. 
This money has helped build and support a school for Rulna in Papua New Guinea.  A fantastic effort! It has made such a difference 
to the educational opportunities in this remote village. 

We also receive additional generous donations every year from Religious Education adviser groups and teaching staff.  
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contents
All articles, stories, reports printed 
in the CARITASUpdate may be 
reproduced with acknowledgement.

Contributions are invited from anyone 
interested in work for justice, peace  
and development in New Zealand and 
overseas. Letters will be printed at 
the discretion of Caritas. The opinions 
expressed in CARITASUpdate do not 
necessarily reflect the views of Caritas 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

address
Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand
Catholic Centre
22–30 Hill Street
P O Box 12193
Wellington 6144 
New Zealand
Phone (64-4) 496-1742
Facsimile (64-4) 499-2519
Email caritas@caritas.org.nz

CARITASUpdate is printed using mineral 
oil-free inks and on paper produced from 
sustainably managed forests or recycled 
sources. Prestige Print holds a gold 
Enviromark certificate.

i would like to help change the world by 
supporting the work of caritas through:

A monetary gift
(please find gift enclosed)

Joining your regular giving programme
(please send me information)

Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss: ________ First  Name:  ___________________________ Surname:____________________________

Street Address: ____________________________________________________Suburb:__________________________

City:_______________________Ph:________________________Email:______________________________________

Enclosed is my gift as cash/cheque for:   $500  $250  $100  $50  $20  or $ _____________

OR please charge my credit card:    MasterCard   Visa   Amex   Diners

Number: ___ / ___ /___ /___ /  ___ /___ /___ /___ /  ___ /___ /___ /___ /  ___ /___ /___ /___  Exp. Date: ____/____
 
Please send to: Freepost 689 (no stamp required – but appreciated)         Signature_______________________ 
Caritas, PO Box 12193, Wellington, 6144. Or visit our website at www.caritas.org.nz

Thank you for your commitment to help make the world a better place through Caritas.
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Adding my name to your mailing list for future 
newsletters & appeals (my details are supplied below)

Leaving a legacy of hope through a bequest.
(please contact me to provide information).

Please tick all that apply

The Catholic Agency for Justice,  
Peace and Development

Peace Lamps for the Holy Land
In conjunction with the visit of Caritas Jerusalem Secretary General 
Claudette Habesch in Lent (see page 3), we are promoting Peace Lamps 
for the Holy Land, a project of Caritas Jerusalem. The peace lamps 
promote prayers and solidarity for peace in the Holy Land, and also 
provide employment and income for people in the region around Taybeh.

Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand has lamps available for borrowing. We are also planning to import 
more for schools, parishes, groups and individuals to light their own ‘prayer for peace’ – not only 
in the Holy Land, but throughout the world.

Lamps come in two sizes: small (15 cm long by 6 cm wide) and large (22 x 12 cm); and two styles: 
one in the form of a dove, the other as a traditional oil lamp. Both styles are designed to burn 
with olive oil (supplied), but they can also be used with wax candles.

We are looking at importing some lamps in the second half of January, to make them available 
at beginning of February. We invite expressions of interest if you would like to purchase a peace 
lamp. Prices here are indicative only, and will be confirmed when formal orders are taken. 

Peace Lamps for the Holy Land

Indicative price Quantity

Dove – small $35

Dove – large $50

Oil Lamp – small $35

Oil Lamp – large $50

Name

Address

Phone Number

Email

Send coupon to: ‘Peace Lamps for the Holy Land’, Caritas, PO Box 12193, Wellington 6144; 
OR fill out a form online at www.caritas.org.nz – search for ‘Peace Lamps for the Holy Land’


