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SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
 

32 million 
People in the inhabited parts of 

the Caribbean exposed to high 

speed wind zones (excess of 

60km/h)
1 

 

2 million 
People in the Caribbean living in 

areas exposed to extreme high-

speed wind zones (excess of 

120 km/h)
1 

 
 

5.8 million 
Estimated number of people 

affected according to UNICEF
2 

 

 

 

 
1. UNISTAR UNOSTAT population exposure map 

(7 September 2017) 

2. UNICEF Regional Humanitarian Sitaution 

Report No. 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  
 Islands that suffered extensive damage to infrastructure continue to have challenges 

restoring electricity and clean water which is further complicated by logistical challenges. 

 As some people continue to be in shelters more than a week after the passage of 

Hurricane Irma, there is need to continue access to clean water and improve sanitary 

conditions at the shelters. 

 In Cuba, two hospitals in Havana were evacuated and latest reports indicate that 516 

hospitals and policlinics have been damaged. 

 Repairing damaged health facilities in impacted islands is crucial in managing 

emergency patients, quick diagnosis and treatment of diseases, and reestablish 

treatment of non-communicable diseases.  

 In Antigua and Barbuda, a daily syndromic surveillance reporting system is to be 

implemented at the hospital, five main health centers, and the government shelters. 

 The Sint Maarten Medical Center (SMMC) hospital is partially functioning, although 

access to water remains a problem.  

 There is need for a surge in human resource capacity to replace the healthcare staffs 

that have been working round the clock since day one. 

 

Source: Pan American Health Organization Health Emergencies 

Tetanus vaccines, from the tarmac to the clinic, delivery of the vaccines was a team effort 
through inter-agency collaboration involving PAHO Regional Response Team with 

Dominican Republic Air Force and Haiti’s Program for Essential Medicines (PROMESS) 
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Hurricane Irma, a category 5 hurricane traversed the Atlantic bringing maximum sustained winds of 296 km/h and heavy rains. I t 
made landfall on the Caribbean islands in the morning of 6 September 2017 and continued through the north side of the Leeward 
Islands. The most heavily impacted islands are Anguilla, Barbuda, British Virgin Islands, Cuba, Saint Martin, Sint Maarten, and 
Turks and Caicos Islands. The islands in the direct path of the hurricane suffered extensive damage to infrastructure and continue 
to have challenges restoring access to electricity and clean water. Repairing damaged health facilities in impacted islands is crucial 
in managing emergency patients, quick diagnosis and treatment of diseases, and reestablish treatment of non-communicable 
diseases. A quick delivery of needed supplies and human resources will be important in the coming days because the hurricane 
season could mean new tropical storms may be forming in the Atlantic and potentially make its way to the Caribbean. 

ANGUILLA 

Princess Alexandra Hospital is reported fully functional and providing regular health services. The hospital is powered by 
generators, and water is available through a cistern. Vaccines from Valley Health Center which is damaged and closed have been 
moved to Welches Polyclinic to ensure the cold chain. The dental unit and Environmental Health Unit sustained major damage and 
are not operational. The government aims to have critical sector services such as tourism, health and education functional within 
the next six months. Anguilla is currently coping with the current international humanitarian assistance received. 

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

There are four shelters open in Antigua that remains open and housing people from Barbuda. The shelters need improvement in 
sanitary conditions. 

Response: A Briefing Meeting was convened by the CMO on 14 September with senior health officials and PAHO Disaster 

Reduction and Response consultant and epidemiologists to provide findings and recommendations. Priorities identified included 
environmental health monitoring and outbreak prevention and control. A daily syndromic surveillance reporting system is to be 
implemented at the hospital, five main health centers, and the government shelters and daily reports are to be prepared by the 
Ministry of Health Surveillance Unit. Routine healthcare services continue in Antigua hospital and health centers. Five health 
centers have been identified to serve the population that has been evacuated from Barbuda. PAHO experts in health disaster 
coordination and epidemiology are in Antigua, and a WASH expert is being deployed.   

BAHAMAS 

The government commenced return of evacuees to their respective islands with the exception of Ragged Island.  MOH authorities 
have offered medical staff to cope with human resource needs with a two week rotation schedule. Airport services have resumed, 
and Grand Bahamas electricity and water services are expected to be restored. 

Response: The damage assessments on healthcare centers indicated that the Ragged Island Clinic can be restored after repair. 

Acklins clinic sustained minor damage and can function.  

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 

Assessments indicate that British Virgin Island is one of the most affected islands by Hurricane Irma. Support for medical service 
delivery is provided by: HIMA (Puerto Rico), medical group from Atlanta, and British Government. Medical supplies from HIMA are 
being stockpiled and will be sent to BVI in small quantities to prevent backlog on the pipeline. Municipal water supply is planned to 
be restored in one month and the airport is planned to re-open on 18 September for commercial flights. The Ministry of Health will 
review the WHO Emergency Health Kit and advice regarding needs; the stock may be stored in Barbados due to limited storage 
space and distributed as needed. In an effort to cope with limited storage space Mobile Storage Units (MSU) are being sent to BVI 
to increase storage capacity. Limited medical supplies are available; piped water facility is not functional due to lack of electricity, 
and limited stock of potable water is available.  

Response: British naval ship supplied medical supplies and water. PAHO is procuring medical supplies and coordinating logistics 

for immediate delivery. PAHO technical staff participated in needs and damage assessments, and LSS/SUMA was set up at the 
airport to receive small shipments. 1,000 doses of tetanus vaccine that were sent from PROMESS warehouse in Haiti through the 
Dominican Republic has been received and stored in the hospital. 

CUBA 

Reports indicate that 516 healthcare facilities have been damaged. Amongst them Hospital Hermanos Ameijeiras, Gyno-
Obstetrics America Arias and hospital Universitario Faustino Perez are reported to be partially operational. Six WHO emergency 
kits are being purchased to support health facilities and restoring access to healthcare to impacted facilities is a priority. Major 
hospitals in Havana are expected to be up and running by next week. Immediate needs for essential medicines, sanitation, and 
vector control has been identified. The return of the population to their homes is guided by the Provincial and Municipal Defence 
Councils, depending on the severity of the damage. 26,000 people remain in shelters. As power is being restored, around 10,000 
people remain without electricity.  

Response: Health authorities are working to restore water supply as well as sanitation systems to avoid disease outbreaks. 

Restoring power to health centers has been prioritized.  
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SAINT MARTIN AND SAINT BARTHELEMY 

Security issues have improved, although there remain some challenges in providing protection to the population and distribution of 
water and food. Saint Martin requested vector control and WASH Supplies, and logistics will be coordinated by PAHO. Desalination 
plant was heavily damaged by the hurricane, and potable water is available through bottled water. The hospital which is providing 
emergency and pathology services in Saint Martin is supported by medical staff from Guadeloupe and France. In Saint Barthelemy, 
the hospital is partially operational and offering some medical services.  Water purification tablets for both islands have been 
identified as needed. Water sources have been tested, and results are pending. A medical waste disposal system needs to be 
implemented. 

Response: A shipment of medicine including 200 doses of vaccines is being sent to Saint Martin. Epidemiologists were deployed 

to Saint Martin and Saint Barthelemy to support surveillance. Mental Health support (CUMP) was mobilized from Martinique to 
Saint Martin to provide support to persons waiting at the airport for evacuation. 101 medical staff are being mobilized to assist on 
both islands. 

SINT MAARTEN 

In Sint Maarten 91% of building were damaged and the Medical Center is reported to be partially operational. All desalination 
installations are functional; until the piping system is restored, alternative distribution is needed. General access through roads is 
good and bridges are intact. Restoration of water and sanitation services has the highest priority. Surveillance for infectious 
diseases is ongoing, especially with reported acute diarrheal cases. The vaccine cold chain on the island has been maintained 
through the impact of the hurricane.  Water safety measures, sanitation supplies, medical supplies and generators have been 
identified as needed.  

Response: The Dutch military presence is strong on the island. PAHO is supporting in damage assessments and response 

coordination including liaison between the hospital and military. A surveillance system was established by the national 
epidemiologist. 

TURKS AND CAICOS 

80-90% of houses severely damaged in Southern Caicos and <20% of houses damaged in Northern and Middle Caicos. In 
Providenciales, the Cheshire Hall Medical Center is partially operational and in Grand Turk, Cockburn Town Medical Center is 
partially operational. Providenciales continues to be without electricity and in Grand Turk due to damage to the airport commercial 
flights are unavailable. Lack of shelter facilities and sanitation continue to be major concerns. Plans to evacuate South Caicos are 
ongoing.  

 

NEEDS  

An increase in mosquito and rodent vectors have been reported in heavily impacted islands and vector control has been identified 
as a priority.  There is need for a surge in human resource capacity to replace the healthcare staff that has been working round the 
clock since day one. Strengthening capacity in addressing mental health in impacted population, especially those in shelters is 
important. Repairing damaged health facilities in impacted islands is crucial in managing emergency patients, quick diagnosis and 
treatment of diseases, and reestablish treatment of non-communicable diseases. 

Maintaining sanitary conditions, especially in shelters, continues to be a priority. Logistics challenges include restoration of the 
distribution chain and improvement of well-conditioned storage areas. Security issues are complicating humanitarian response 
including logistical issues for the islands to receive and distribute basic supplies. There is an estimated 12,000 people on the 
move from one island to another after the devastation of the hurricane. This could indicate that logistics need to be improved to 
establish warehouse and distribution chain in order to deliver needed medical supplies, water and food. A quick delivery of 
needed supplies and human resources will be important in the coming days because the hurricane season continues through 
November which could mean new tropical storms may be forming in the Atlantic and potentially make its way to the Caribbean. 

Heightened epidemiological surveillance to support early detection and timely management of disease outbreaks will be important 
in the coming days due to lack of access to clean water, healthcare and treatment, and increase in vectors and rodents. Some 
shelters are already reporting diarrheal and skin diseases. Vector-borne-diseases should be prevented by quickly cleaning debris 
that may create breeding sites when it rains. Environmental Health should also be addressed in these islands as clearing and 
recovery continues.  
 

RESPONSE ACTIONS 

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) is coordinating emergency projects to cover medical supplies, reestablish health 
services, and purchase of essential medicines and medical equipment. The United Nations (UN) is developing a joint UN 
Response Strategy that lays out the priorities of international humanitarian agencies (UN and NGOs and IFRC), working closely 
with national Governments and regional counterparts in particular CDEMA.   

Deployments of human resources as part of a surge capacity to support the Ministry of Health and humanitarian response as the 
authorities identify needs. This includes staff deployed by PAHO, Emergency Medical Team (EMT), and the Regional Rapid 
Response Team (RRT). Focus areas in deployments include coordination, damage assessment, epidemiological surveillance, 
logistics, information management, and water and sanitation. Rapid Response Team experts including logisticians, electrical 
engineers, assessment and WASH experts have been deployed. Requested supplies are being provided by PAHO and country 
offices in Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago. 
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As needed medical and other supplies are identified by countries and shared with PAHO, medical and other supplies are being 
prepositioned in Panama and Barbados for rapid distribution.  

Through the Regional CICOM, coordination is ongoing to support deployment to the most affected areas of the Caribbean. PAHO 
continues to assessing the needs in other islands affected by Hurricane Irma. As new information emerges from the field, new 
possible deployments may be considered by Health Authorities. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

For more information, please contact:  
Or visit: www.paho.org  
 
To be added or removed from this distribution list of situation reports, please email: eoc@paho.org  
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