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SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
 

32 million 
People in the inhabited parts of 

the Caribbean exposed to high 

speed wind zones (excess of 

60km/h)
1 

 

2 million 
People in the Caribbean living in 

areas exposed to extreme high-

speed wind zones (excess of 

120 km/h)
1 

 
 

5.8 million 
Estimated number of people 

affected according to UNICEF
2 

 

 

 

 
1. UNISTAR UNOSTAT population exposure map 

(7 September 2017) 

2. UNICEF Regional Humanitarian Sitaution 

Report No. 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 Islands that suffered extensive damage to infrastructure continue to have challenges 

restoring access to electricity and clean water 

 As some people continue to be in shelters one week after the passage of Hurricane 

Irma, continued access to clean water and good sanitary conditions is critical 

 In Cuba, 13 of the 15 provinces were affected by the hurricane with 14 municipalities 

have been identified as heavily affected and 6 municipalities as in critical condition. Two 

hospitals in Havana were evacuated. 

 The Sint Maarten Medical Center (SMMC) hospital is functioning again, although there 

are issues with access to water 

 The United States Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) reported 17 deaths 

due to Hurricane Irma, and over 22,000 people are occupying 195 shelters throughout 

seven affected states. 

 Islands with heavy devastation need additional staff support to replace healthcare 

workers who have been working round-the-clock since the passage of Hurricane Irma, 

many of whom were also impacted by the storm 

 Heightened epidemiological surveillance to support early detection and timely 

management of disease outbreaks will be important in the coming days due to lack of 

access to clean water, healthcare and treatment, and increase in vectors and rodents 

 

Source: Pan American Health Organization Health Emergencies 

The assessment of Hanna Thomas Hospital and Hanna Thomas Health 
Center in Barbuda indicated that the health center is severely damaged and 

inoperable after the passage of Hurricane Irma. 
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Hurricane Irma, a category 5 hurricane traversed the Atlantic bringing maximum sustained winds of 296 km/h and heavy rains. 

The most heavily impacted islands are Anguilla, Barbuda, British Virgin Islands, Cuba, Saint Martin, Sint Maarten, and Turks and 

Caicos. Islands that suffered extensive damage to infrastructure continue to have challenges restoring access to electricity and 

clean water. Repairing damaged health facilities in impacted islands is crucial in managing emergency patients, quick diagnosis 

and treatment of diseases, and reestablish treatment of non-communicable diseases. 

ANGUILLA 

The Valley National Emergency Operations Center Warehouse is the designated point for persons to receive aid. A Sector Needs 
Assessment is being conducted to prioritize restoration efforts. There continues to be shortage of fuels for generators, and there is 
need for coordination for logistics in terms of food and supplies. Status of health centers indicate that East End and Valley Health 
Center sustained damages. Welches Polyclinic is without damages to the structure. 

Response: A medical team from the Cayman Islands will be assisting and providing medical supplies. The Clayton J Lloyd 

International Airport is currently operational for Charters and emergencies 

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

The parliament of Antigua and Barbuda is maintaining the evacuation order for Barbuda, and extensive assessment of Barbuda is 
ongoing to determine what can be salvaged and cleaned. There remain 274 persons in two main shelters. Health promotion 
materials, WASH materials, and basic drugs were identified as needed. Routine healthcare services continue in Antigua at the 
public hospital and 25 health centers. Five health centers have been identified to serve the population that was evacuated from 
Barbuda. A standardized shelter surveillance system is necessary to establish a strong epidemiological surveillance. 

Response: International Organization for Migration (IOM) is in position to manage shelters. PAHO experts in health disaster 

coordination and epidemiology arrived to Antigua, and a WASH expert will be to Antigua and Barbuda.  

BAHAMAS 

Airports are opened and flight services have resumed. The team that assessed Ragged Island and Acklins Island indicated the 
clinics sustained damage, although the one in Acklins is in a good state. Ragged Island is currently considered unlivable, and the 
remaining people have been asked to evacuate. Grand Bahamas has limited property damage and power, electricity and water 
services are expected to be restored. 

Response: The damage assessments on healthcare centers indicated that the Ragged Island Clinic can be restored after repair. 

Acklins clinic sustained minor damage and can function. PAHO Country Office worked with the Haitian Embassy and Haitian NGO, 
HOPHAS, when hurricane alert was given to advise the general communication and informing migrants about shelters available at 
churches. 

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 

Preliminary assessment indicates that British Virgin Island is one of the most affected islands by Hurricane Irma. Electricity has 
been restored to parts of Road Town or available through generators. Piped water facility is not functional due to lack of electricity, 
and limited stock of potable water is available. Some cisterns are reportedly contaminated. The main roads have been cleared, but 
some roads are still inaccessible. Transportation is limited because majority of the vehicles were damaged during the storm. Partial 
telephone coverage was recovered, and cell sites have been set up. Approximately 351 persons are housed in 10 temporary 
shelters. The major Peebles Hospital is operational and providing regular services after having suffered minor damage. Iris O’Neal 
Clinic in the Valley suffered minor damage. The North Sound Clinic roof is being restored with tarps over the roof and plywood over 
the windows and doors. The Adina Donovan Home lost part of its roof and residents have been relocated to the ground floor. 
Limited medical supplies are available. There are 14 official shelters in operation, but many unofficial shelters exist, making it 
difficult to determine how many persons are in shelters. 

Response: British naval ship supplied medical supplies and water. PAHO is working to procure medical and humanitarian supplies 

and coordinating logistics for immediate delivery. PAHO technical staff participated in needs and damage assessments, and 
LSS/SUMA was set up at the airport to receive small shipments. There are space constraints, and coordination will be critical in 
receiving larger shipments. 

CUBA 

Thirteen of the 15 provinces were affected by the hurricane with 14 municipalities have been identified as heavily affected and 6 

municipalities in critical condition. A total of 32 health facilities reported damages to infrastructure including roof, walls, ceilings, 

windows and flooding. The most damages reported from Policlinico Marcio Manduley, Hospital América Arias and Hospital 

Hermanos Ameijeiras Surgical Hospital. Two hospitals were completely evacuated in Havana, which may have an impact on 

medical supplies of hospitals that accepted overflow of these patients. Major hospitals in Havana are expected to be up and 

running by next week. Immediate needs for essential medicines, sanitation, and vector control has been identified. 

Response: Health authorities are working to restore water supply as well as sanitation systems to avoid disease outbreaks. 

Restoring power to health centers has been prioritized. The health sector is assessing water quality. Three emergency kits are 

being purchased to support health facilities. 

PUERTO RICO 

The number of hospitals on generator power reduced to 6, and one hospital remain closed. There are still 43,000 people without 
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water and 304,000 people without electricity.  

SAINT MARTIN AND SAINT BARTHELEMY 

Saint Martin evacuations are ongoing. There is still no access to drinking water after the desalination plant was heavily damaged 

by the hurricane. The hospital which is providing emergency and pathology services in Saint Martin is supported by medical staff 

from Guadeloupe and France. Critical patients are being medically evacuated, and two triage tents have been set up at the 

airport. Comprehensive engineering assessment of the Saint Martin hospital found it to be structurally sound. Communication 

remains an issue with the hospital, and a radio antenna is planned to be established to facilitate communication. 

In Saint Barthelemy, the hospital is partially operational and offering some medical services. The laboratory is also operational. 

The desalination plant is not operational and only bottled water is available. Water quality at the hospitals has been tested and are 

awaiting results. Aquatabs for both islands have been identified as needed. 

Response: There are 1,500 state agents are on the ground to protect the population and distribute water and food. 

Epidemiologists were deployed to Saint Martin and Saint Barthelemy to support surveillance. Mental Health support (CUMP) was 

mobilized from Martinique to Saint Martin to provide support to persons waiting at the airport for evacuation.  

SINT MAARTEN 

The hospital is functioning again, although there are issues with access to water. Restoration of water and sanitation services 

have the highest priority. Information on assessment of Sint Maarten Medical Center (SSMC) indicates that pharmacy, laboratory, 

gynecology and policlinic services were damaged. CT scan machine has water damage, and bed capacity has been reduced to 

40% at the hospital and 50% at the policlinics. Surveillance for infectious diseases is ongoing, especially with reported acute 

diarrheal cases. Medication inventory is currently acceptable, and vaccine cold chain has been maintained through the impact of 

the hurricane. Five mental health patients have been seen, and mental health services will continue. The Sint Maarten Laboratory 

Service (SLS) is not operational due to roof damage and lack of access to water. Repairs are ongoing. Water safety measures, 

sanitation supplies, medical supplies and generators have been identified as needed. Support in water sanitation and quality 

control as well as disease surveillance is needed. 

Response: The Dutch military presence is strong on the island. PAHO is supporting in damage assessments and response 

coordination including liaison between the hospital and military. A surveillance system was established by the national 

epidemiologist. 

TURKS AND CAICOS 

Due to severe damage to infrastructure, some islands remain without utilities and communication. Severe damage to major 

government buildings, hospital, schools, churches and community centers were reported. Lack of shelter facilities and sanitation 

continue to be major concerns. The hospital in Grand Turk suffered roof damage and only primary services are being offered. 

There is currently no electricity or water on the island. Patients in need of dialysis and serious treatment are being sent via 

helicopter to the hospital in Providenciales which is damaged but continues to function. Airport in Providenciales is planned to be 

open today. Shelters in Providenciales are housing 150 people. South Caicos has no electricity, no running water, and lack of 

communications which is hampering with damage and needs assessments. 

UNITED STATES 

The United States Federal Emergency Management Agency reported 17 deaths due to Hurricane Irma. Eleven hospitals remain 

closed, and 204 healthcare facilities have been evacuated in Florida. Over 22,000 people are occupying 195 shelters throughout 

seven affected states. 

UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS 

Lack of access to water continues to be an issue, and boil water advisories are in place for Saint Thomas and Saint John. Drinking 

water stations have been set up throughout the islands. 30,000 people continue to be without electricity. There are currently 181 

people in 5 shelters. 

 

NEEDS  

As the healthcare workers have been working round the clock since the passage of Hurricane Irma, many of whom were also 

impacted by the storm, there is need for a surge in human resource capacity to replace the tired staff. Repairing damaged health 

facilities in impacted islands is crucial in managing emergency patients, quick diagnosis and treatment of diseases, and 

reestablish treatment of non-communicable diseases.  

Heightened epidemiological surveillance to support early detection and timely management of disease outbreaks will be important 

in the coming days due to lack of access to clean water, healthcare and treatment, and increase in vectors and rodents. Vector-

borne-diseases should be prevented by quickly cleaning debris that may create breeding sites when it rains. Environmental 

Health should also be addressed in these islands as clearing and recovery continues. Strengthening capacity in addressing 

mental health in impacted population, especially those in shelters is important. 
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Security issues are complicating humanitarian response including logistics for the islands to receive and distribute basic supplies. 

As urgent humanitarian needs are identified, efficient coordination of humanitarian assistance and information management is 

necessary to effectively address them. As electrical outage is reported in many of these islands, restoring access to drinking water 

remains a challenge.  

There is an estimated 12,000 people on the move from one island to another after the devastation of the hurricane. This could 

indicate that logistics need to be improved to establish warehouse and distribution chain in order to deliver needed medical 

supplies, water and food. 

 

RESPONSE ACTIONS 

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) is coordinating emergency projects to cover medical supplies, reestablish health 

services, and purchase of essential medicines and medical equipment. The United Nations (UN) is developing a joint UN 

Response Strategy that lays out the priorities of international humanitarian agencies (UN and NGOs and IFRC), working closely 

with national Governments and regional counterparts in particular CDEMA.   

Deployments of human resources as part of a surge capacity to support the Ministry of Health and humanitarian response as the 

authorities identify needs. This includes staff deployed by PAHO, Emergency Medical Team (EMT), and the Regional Rapid 

Response Team (RRT). Focus areas in deployments include coordination, damage assessment, epidemiological surveillance, 

logistics, information management, and water and sanitation. Rapid Response Team experts including logisticians, electrical 

engineers, assessment and WASH experts have been deployed. Requested supplies are being provided by PAHO and country 

offices in Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago. 

As needed medical and other supplies are identified by countries and shared with PAHO, medical and other supplies are being 

prepositioned in Panama and Barbados for rapid distribution.  

Through the Regional CICOM, coordination is ongoing to support deployment to the most affected areas of the Caribbean. PAHO 

continues to assessing the needs in other islands affected by Hurricane Irma. As new information emerges from the field, new 

possible deployments may be considered by Health Authorities. 

As of 13 September 2017 the following EMTs have confirmed readiness for deployment: 

EMT Name EMT Type Country Status 

Humanity First Canada Type 1 (Mobile) Canada Monitoring 

Canadian Medical Assistance 
Teams Type 1 (Mobile) Canada Monitoring 

Canadian Red Cross Type 1 (Fixed) Canada Monitoring 

Canadian Red Cross Type 2 Canada Monitoring 

Costa Rica CCSS Type 1 (Fixed) Costa Rica Monitoring 

Arbeiter-Samariter-Bund 
Deutschland Type 1 (Fixed) Germany Monitoring 

Johanniter International 
Assistance Type 1 (Mobile) Germany Monitoring 

Medical Teams International Type 1 (Mobile) United States Monitoring 

PUI France Type 1 (Fixed) France Monitoring 

International Medical Corps Type 1 (Fixed) United States Monitoring 

Direct Relief 
Specialized Cell (Health 

logistics) United States 
Attached to the 

CICOM 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

For more information, please contact:  
Or visit: www.paho.org  
 
To be added or removed from this distribution list of situation reports, please email: eoc@paho.org  
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