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HURRICANE IRMA 
Situation Report No. 3 
 
11 September 2017 – 19:00 EST 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
 

32 million 
People in the inhabited parts of 

the Caribbean exposed to high 

speed wind zones (excess of 

60km/h)
1 

 

2 million 
People in the Caribbean living in 

areas exposed to extreme high-

speed wind zones (excess of 

120 km/h)
1 

 

17,000 
People in need of immediate 

shelter across the affected 

eastern Caribbean islands
2 

 

25 deaths 
 

 
1. UNISTAR UNOSTAT population exposure map 

(7 September 2017) 

2. UN OCHA Situation Report 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 After making landfall in the United States bringing heavy rains and high winds to the 

coast of Florida, Irma downgraded to a tropical storm as it moves northward affecting 

Georgia 

 Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) of the United States reports 586 

shelters housing 192,000 occupants in Florida and 92 shelters housing 7,095 occupants 

in Georgia 

 Almost 6 million people in the United States are without power 

 Preliminary reports in the Turks and Caicos Islands indicate that the population has 

been significantly affected in several islands, with 80-90% of households damaged on 

South Caicos, 70% on Providenciales, 50% on Grand Turk Island, and <20% in 

Northern and Middle Caicos 

 Needed medical supplies have been identified by the health authorities of affected 

islands, and medical and other supplies are being prepositioned in Panama and 

Barbados for rapid distribution by PAHO 

 Islands with heavy devastation need additional staff support to replace healthcare 

workers who have been working round-the-clock since the passage of Hurricane Irma, 

many of whom were also impacted by the storm 

 Heightened epidemiological surveillance to support early detection and timely 

management of disease outbreaks will be important in the coming days due to lack of 

access to clean water, healthcare and treatment, and increase in vectors 

 

Source: Pan American Health Organization Health Emergencies 

The assessment of Hanna Thomas Hospital and Hanna Thomas Health 
Center in Barbuda indicated that the health center is severely damaged and 

inoperable after the passage of Hurricane Irma that brought winds strong 
enough to flip the ambulance (pictured). Initial reports indicate that although 

there are major damage to the roof and water damage to walls, the 
foundation, beams and columns are structurally sound. 
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

As Irma moved inland bringing heavy rain and winds to the coast of Florida, it downgraded to a Tropical Storm impacting Georgia. 

Almost 6 million people are without power in the United States. The passage of the hurricane devastated some Leeward Islands, 

leaving many still without electricity and access to clean water. Needs and damage assessment in recently impacted Bahamas 

and Turks and Caicos indicate that the two islands sustained major damage to infrastructure. 

ANGUILLA 

Healthcare needs assessments are underway, and support for shelters and protection are arriving in the coming days. Critically ill 
patients are being transferred to other Caribbean countries as hospital continues to offer emergency, surgical, laboratory, pharmacy 
and x-ray services. There is significant damage to main water supply and 90% of electricity infrastructure has damage. CDEMA 
reported food shortages and limited access to fuel for generator. Assessments for shelter structure are being conducted. Relief 
distribution has resumed. Tourism sector is seriously damaged.  

Response: Additional needs in medical supplies have been identified by the Ministry of Health, and PAHO is working to procure 

and distribute supplies. Air transportation from Antigua and Anguilla is now available via Caribbean Helicopter.  

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 

Two main shelters are functioning in Antigua housing 305 persons. Immediate needs include shelter and access to education and 
healthcare. The hospital in Barbuda sustained significant damage, and is no longer functioning. Medium-to-long term recovery 
needs identified so far include building materials for reconstruction, equipment to clean the island, supplies for schools and 
hospitals, health kits, dignity kits and agricultural goods. CDEMA reported that initial assessments for replacement cost were 
estimated to be over 200 million dollars. 

Response: The Ministry of Health is working to perform shelter assessments and provide general care for persons evacuated from 

Barbuda. PAHO is contracting personnel to clean shelters and providing a cleaning kit. PAHO’s two experts in facilities assessment 
and logistics made a second trip to Barbuda for a more detailed assessment. The roof of Hanna Thomas Hospital and Hanna 
Thomas Health Center is 85% damaged, diesel generator is not operational, and water tanks are contaminated and not operational. 

BAHAMAS 

There was successful evacuation of over 1,000 people from Family Islands that were projected to be impacted. Initial damage 
assessments are ongoing through aerial reconnaissance. 

Response: Supplies of food, water, and tarps are scheduled to be provided to the islands based on needs identified. PAHO and 

Ministry of Health teams are assessing Ragged Island today. 

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 

Immediate needs identified include emergency relief supplies, water, tarpaulin, canned foods, plywood and sanitary pacts. 
Authorities requested emergency utilities personnel to restore communication and electricity. The telecommunications is partially 
restored. Hospital is severely impacted by damage to the power lines, but continues to provide emergency services. 

Response: Medicines are being mobilized to British Virgin Islands through Barbados where a temporary warehouse has been 

established.  

CUBA 

The Cuban government reported 10 fatalities. 2,000,000 people have been evacuated to shelters or houses of neighbors and 

relatives. Havana is still experiencing power outage after 48 hours. Damage and needs assessment is ongoing. Initial reports 

indicate that hospitals in Camaguay, Ciego de Avila, Cienfuegos, Guantanamo, Havana and Matanzas sustained some damage. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Only one province, Monte Cristi, remains in the yellow alert phase. There are 98 people in two active shelters. 1,474 people are 
displaced with family and friends. The Ministry of Health coordinated a meeting with humanitarian aid groups and international 
agencies to address outbreak prevention. The actions outlined are promotion, prevention and control through provision of 
resources and timely actions, especially for populations in temporary housing. The national EOC has been deactivated. 

HAITI 

One missing person, five minor injuries, and one fatality were reported. There are 67 shelters accommodating 11,041 persons 

parts of eight departments were evacuated. Some roads were partially damaged in 16 municipalities that were flooded by runoff 

and overflow of rivers.  

Response: PAHO team went to the departments of Nord and Nord-Est to evaluate the situation in flooded neighborhoods and 

assess CTC’s. Cholera cases have not been reported in the heavily flooded areas, but epidemiological surveillance needs to 

remain vigilant for timely detection of outbreaks.  

PUERTO RICO 

Three deaths are reported by FEMA. There are 154 people are in shelters and 431,000 people without access to electricity. There 

are 154,000 without access to drinking water. There are 6 hospitals currently without electricity.  
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SAINT MARTIN AND SAINT BARTHELEMY 

All hospital services have been evacuated from Saint Martin. The hospital building was assessed on 8 September, and is 

structurally sound. Plastic sheeting is planned to be installed on the roof, and field hospital is planned to be next to the hospital. 

The Gendarme (police) has been requested to ensure security of the site and clinicians. In Saint Barthelemy, services have 

resumed at the hospital and two clinicians have been deployed from Guadeloupe. Pharmaceutical supplies are also being 

deployed.  

SINT MAARTEN 

An estimated 5,000 people are in need of shelter as 40% of houses are severely damaged, of which 60% are repairable. 3,000 

houses require temporary repairs for immediate occupation. Tarpaulins, plywood, nails, screws, and sanitary units have been 

identified as needed supplies. Three shelters are currently operational. Four out of 12 pharmacies in the country have been 

damaged, and most doctors are not working because of personal impact by Irma. The hospital is affected and working at 30% 

capacity with functioning electricity and water. Serious cases requiring urgent medical care from the hospital have been evacuated. 

Surgical services are operational, but ICU cannot be used. The hospital requires urgent roof repairs in particular over the pharmacy 

and laboratory.  

Response: Military aircraft carrying 40 tons of food, water and medical supplies was received, and distribution was scheduled to 

start on Monday. Water purification tablets are also being delivered. A total of 392 military personnel is deployed to Sint Maarten. 

TURKS AND CAICOS 

Preliminary reports indicate that the population has been significantly affected in several islands, with 80-90% of households 

damaged on South Caicos, 70% on Providenciales, 50% on Grand Turk Island, and <20% in Northern and Middle Caicos. 

Communication has been partially restored in Providenciales. The islands are experiencing lack of access to water and electricity. 

The Governor of Grand Turk has declared the island a disaster area, and severe damage to infrastructure, including the hospital 

with 60% damage to facilities was reported. Plans are underway to evacuate Southern Caicos with 2,000 persons. Lack of shelter 

facilities and sanitation continue to be major concerns. 

Response: PAHO technical expert in conducted preliminary assessments in Providenciales. Roof damage resulted in water 

damage in the hospital. CDEMA has assigned five Damage and Needs Assessment Teams (32 persons) to Turks and Caicos 

Islands. 

UNITED STATES 

Hurricane Irma continues to move over Florida as it moves toward southwest Georgia. FEMA reports 586 shelters house 192,000 

occupants in Florida and 92 shelters house 7,095 occupants in Georgia. Almost 6 million people are without power. Airports in 

Florida continue to be closed. In Florida, 46 hospitals are closed and 204 healthcare facilities are evacuated. 

UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS 

Four people are confirmed dead and 376 people are in shelters. FEMA reported 55,000 people without electricity and 341,000 

people without access to drinking water. One hospital in Saint Thomas is closed and evacuated.  

 

 

NEEDS  

As the healthcare workers have been working round the clock since the passage of Hurricane Irma, many of whom were also 

impacted by the storm, there is need for a surge in human resource capacity to replace the tired staff. Epidemiologists and mental 

health professionals are being identified for deployment. Restoring access to healthcare is important in islands with heavy 

infrastructural damage. Treatments of non-communicable diseases need to continue, and warehouse and distribution chain needs 

to continue in order to restore treatment of non-communicable diseases. After the initial surge in trauma and orthopedic cases, 

hospitals are now receiving chronic disease patients that are decompensated. 

Heightened epidemiological surveillance to support early detection and timely management of disease outbreaks will be important 

in the coming days due to lack of access to clean water, healthcare and treatment, and increase in vectors which could encourage 

transmission of diseases. Environmental Health should also be addressed in these islands as clearing and recovery continues. 

Strengthening capacity in addressing mental health in impacted population, especially those in shelters is important. 

Heavily devastated islands continue to have challenges in accessing ports, airports and roads, hampering needs and damage 

assessments and rapid delivery of critical emergency care assistance. As urgent humanitarian needs are identified, efficient 

coordination of humanitarian assistance and information management is necessary to effectively address them. As electrical 

outage is reported in many of these islands, restoring access to drinking water remains a challenge.  

Identifying medium-term and long-term needs is important for rehabilitation of these islands. Many of them suffered damage in the 

tourism sector, which could have future implications in economic recovery. 
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RESPONSE ACTIONS 

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) is coordinating deployments of human resources as part of a surge capacity to 

support the Ministry of Health and humanitarian response as the authorities identify needs. This includes staff deployed by PAHO, 

Emergency Medical Team (EMT), and the Regional Rapid Response Team (RRT). Focus areas in deployments include 

coordination, damage assessment, epidemiological surveillance, logistics, information management, and water and sanitation. 

Rapid Response Team experts including logisticians, electrical engineers, assessment and WASH experts are being deployed 

after the passage of Hurricane Jose. Requested supplies are being provided by PAHO and country offices in Jamaica and 

Trinidad and Tobago. 

As needed medical and other supplies are identified by countries and shared with PAHO, medical and other supplies are being 

prepositioned in Panama and Barbados for rapid distribution.  

As of 10 September 2017 the following EMTs have confirmed readiness for deployment and are on Stand-By status 

EMT NAME EMT TYPE COUNTRY 

Johanniter International Assistance Germany Type 1 Mobile Germany 

ASB Germany Type 1 Fix Germany 

Canadian Medical Assistance Teams Type 1 Mobile & Fix Canada 

Humanity First Type 1 Mobile Canada 

Canadian Red Cross Type 2 Canada 

CCSS Costa Rica Type 1 Fix Costa Rica 

Medical Teams International Type 1 Mobile United States of 
America  

USAR Team Type 1 Fix Brazil 

NYCMedics Type 1 Mobile United States of 
America  

Direct Relief Specialized Cell – Health 
Logistics Support 

United States of 
America 

Through the Regional CICOM, coordination is ongoing to support deployment to the most affected areas of the Caribbean. 

Permanent communications is sustained with Health Authorities to provide the EMT response that better suits the health needs 

assessed in the field. There is a strong possibility that the first EMTs could be deployed within the next 72 hours to support health 

surge capacity.  

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

For more information, please contact:  
Or visit: www.paho.org  
 
To be added or removed from this distribution list of situation reports, please email: eoc@paho.org  
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