
Somalia update

HOW OXFAM WORKS IN SOMALIA
Oxfam works with Somali partners to rebuild sustainable livelihoods provide humanitarian assistance, 
advocate for education for all and promote active citizenship and gender justice in Somalia. Oxfam 
uses an integrated approach to implementing projects, working across emergency response,  
development, and campaigns to achieve a greater impact. We do this through:

Rights-based approaches to ensure that the Somali people are accorded basic human rights,  •	
and have the ability and capacity to stand up for their rights
One programme approach that includes humanitarian and development programme work, civil •	
society capacity building as well as advocacy and campaigns
Partnerships with locally accountable organisations•	
Integration of gender, justice, HIV and AIDS and peace building in to all our work•	

KEY HUMANITARIAN DEVELOPMENTS 
Successive seasons of near to above average rainfall in most parts of Somalia, low food prices and •	
continued humanitarian response have brought down the number of people requiring urgent,   
lifesaving humanitarian assistance from its peak of four million during the 2011 famine to an  
estimated 857,000. This is still exceptionally high, and continued focus is needed to ensure these 
people get the aid they need. 
Internally displaced persons (IDPs) continue to constitute a majority (74 percent) of the 857,000 •	
people in emergency. The challenge faced by IDPs includes reliance strategies that do little to  
improve their income and food security strategies and poor living and sanitary conditions. 
The Deyr 2013 cereal harvest in January/February was 20 percent below the long-term and  •	
five-year averages. This undermined the positive impact of increased livestock prices, increasing 
livestock herd sizes, improved milk availability, low prices of staple food commodities and  
sustained  humanitarian interventions.
The food security condition of over 2 million additional people remains fragile. This group of  •	
households may struggle to meet their own minimal food requirements through mid-2014, and   
they remain highly vulnerable to shocks that could push them back to crisis.
Levels of acute malnutrition remain critical among rural populations in many parts of South-Central •	
Somalia and among IDPs. An estimated 203,000 children under the age of five are acutely  
malnourished, 51,000 of whom are severely malnourished. A majority of the malnourished children 
are found among non-IDP populations of the South.
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OXFAM’S work in somalia  
CAMPAIGNS 
UK Parliamentary debate on remittances 
On 22nd January, a debate was held in the UK Parliament, raising issues of remittances with the UK Government. Oxfam briefed MPs for the debate and 
the research conducted by organisation with Adeso was mentioned several times. 
Follow this link to read the report: http://www.oxfam.org/en/policy/keeping-somalia-lifeline-open

Somalia: a different perspective exhibition at the African Union
Oxfam is contributing to the shifting narrative of Somalia. Through this exhibition, we are sharing stories that reflect the realities of Somalis and high-
lighting the different parts of Somali life that are rarely seen. The pictures were displayed at the African Union during the Africa Solidarity Conference 
as part of the Africa Solidarity Initiative. http://on.fb.me/Lzokpy 

FACEbOOK
Football for change: 
http://on.fb.me/1nfT0I8

OXFAM bLOG
Somali Voices - Views from Lower Juba: 
http://bit.ly/1mfyufv

VIDEO 
Oxfam’s humanitarian response in   
Lower Shebelle: http://bit.ly/1l5cu33

TOP:  Somalia: a different perspective 
exhibition at the African Union on 1st  
February, 2013.

RIGHT: Four football teams took part in  
the 12 day tournament held in Dobley  
town in Lower Juba.

PROMOTING ACTIVE CITIzENSHIP AND GENDER jUSTICE
Oxfam and our partners work to empower women and men to advocate for their rights. We work to strengthen social organizations and support  
stable and accountable local institutions are necessary to tackle the situation in Somalia. Oxfam’s work promoting active citizenship is supporting 
over 700,000 people. 

EDUCATION FOR ALL
Following the outbreak of the Somali Civil War in 1991, the task of running schools in Somalia was initially taken up by community education   
committees and a variety of stakeholders. The role and reach of governments in overseeing the delivery of education has increased but despite major 
improvements in overall school enrolment over the last eight years, only 710,860 children out of an estimated 1.7 million (UNDP projection) of primary 
school age children are in school.  

Oxfam is supporting educational programs in Somalia. We focus on providing sponsorships, quality primary and secondary education, vocational and 
life skills training for youth, as well as integrating education work into our emergency work with internally displaced people (IDPs) and vulnerable  
people. Oxfam is providing vocational skills training to 600 young women and men. The young men and women chose from training office   
administration, tailoring, henna application, IT and electrical engineering.

COVER PAGE:  A young woman peering out of a window at Aflax Women’s organisation where Oxfam in partnership with Candlelight supports a   
community managed micro-grants group in Togdheer region. These grants enhance the economic independence of women through the provision of 
small grants for establishing and strengthening existing micro-businesses.

MEDIA 
Oxfam partnered with PEN International  
in presenting the International Free  
Expression Award to journalist Abdiaziz  
Abdinur Ibrahim from Somalia.  
He had been jailed for more than 2 
months for reporting on a rape case: 
http://bit.ly/1eUwvpg

Oxfam hosted journalist Armin Rosen in  
Somalia who posted a story on   
remittances on “The American Interest” 
site: http://bit.ly/18UgADK

Oxfam partner Elman Peace and Human  
Rights Center featured in “Through the 
Fire”: http://bit.ly/1o0ladt

Sister Somalia featured in Elle  
magazine “From Victims to Victors”:  
http://bit.ly/1f13Ugr



PROVIDING HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND PROTECTION
The number of people in crisis in Somalia is at its lowest since famine was declared in Somalia in 
2011 with an estimated 857,000 people still in crisis and 2 million requiring more urgent assistance 
due to fragile food security. Acute malnutrition continues to pose a threat with more than 206,000 
children under the age of five acutely malnourished. 

Oxfam supports people affected by drought and conflict with safe water, sanitation facilities and 
hygiene promotion. We’re also providing emergency livelihood support that includes cash transfers 
and community based nutrition. We are currently supporting over 360,000 people with humanitarian 
assistance.

In Middle Juba, thirteen walking tractors and 30 water pumps were distributed in December 2013 to 
13 farmer groups from vulnerable households to aid in the preparation of farming for crop cultivation. 
This is a step towards increased productivity that will improve household food security. 

In the same month, the water management system in Dobley town was upgraded to increase the  
volume of water available to those in need. This involved flushing and cleaning of the three   
boreholes serving the town, drilling of replacement borehole, surveying and trenching of a 700  
meter pipeline supplying water to Bulla Waberi and Bosnia settlements, construction of 50m steel 
tank and the construction of six water kiosks.

In January 2014, following a comprehensive sanitary survey, ten shallow wells were rehabilitated in 
Kismayo through the construction of new slabs and aprons, installation of pumps as well as  
construction of drainage pipes. This has led to improved water quality and yield in Madowa,   
Juula and Jiroole villages where access to water was a challenge. The wells were also disinfected 
to improve the water quality and water management committees were been trained to implement an 
efficient water management system. Two motorized water schemes were rehabilitated to improve the 
water supply in Kismayo town. 

In all areas where water systems were rehabilitated, community hygiene promoters were trained 
and are currently promoting good hygiene practices.  Soap and water storage containers were also 
distributed. 13 latrines were constructed in IDP camps within Kismayo town as part of the sanitation 
promotion campaign in the area while Community Let total Sanitation groups were rolled out in three 
villages within Kismayo rural villages. The response has been very positive as the process has  
triggered the construction of household latrines among the people. In December and January, 88 
household latrines were constructed.

In January 2014, 2,449 people in Baidoa and Wanlaweyn successfully received money as part of the 
UNICEF supported social protection project the aim of which is to increase access to food and  
non-food items such as food, water, utensils clothes among other things and basic services during 
the lean periods of Hagaa and Deyr seasons of 2013.  Recipients in Baidoa received $60 while those 
in Wanlaweyn received $65 each. This is the first of three distributions. 

Community mobilisation and sensitisation was done through a series of community meetings that 
were held with government officials, clan elders, religious leaders, public and community groups to 
introduce the project to the targeted communities.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
REbUILDING SUSTAINAbLE LIVELIHOODS
Building on our humanitarian relief work in Somalia, our livelihoods work helps to build and  
strengthen the resilience of communities to shocks by ensuring there is adequate linkage   
between relief and development. We focus on supporting the livestock sector, arable farming,  
natural resource management, alternative livelihoods and climate change adaptation. Oxfam and 
partners are currently supporting over 400,000 people through this programme. 

In December 2013, Oxfam supported the training of 550 women on microfinance using the ‘self help 
group approach’ in Hageisa and Mogadishu. This is one of the many models of community managed 
microfinance that seeks to increase the income generating capabilities of vulnerable female headed 
households. In addition, Oxfam trained 40 young men and women on effective approaches to  
governance and leadership and 3000 youth on the negative effects of deforestation. 

To improve access to clean and safe water in Hargeisa and Tieglo, Oxfam in partnership with  
Candlelight rehabilitated eight strategic water sources through cash for work and erected 65 km of 
soil and water conservation structures (soil bunds and stone terraces) to reduce surface water  
runoff and increase crop productivity for communities residing in the range lands. 

Environmental conservation is key to ensuring that the once rich foothills of the   Gaan libaah range 
recapture their stolen beauty. Oxfam supported efforts to restore the tree cover in this area in  
December 2013 by providing 3,500 seedlings to communities living in Gaan libaah and its environs.  
Furthermore, Candlelight in partnership with Oxfam erected gabions across gulleys in Gaan libaah to 
prevent soil erosion and restocked livestock for vulnerable households in Tieglow, Bakool region. 

LEFT: A young lady on her way to buy goods in Togdheer region. 2 - A young woman fetching water 
from an Oxfam suported water poit in Dadaab. 3 - Young students in class at the Oxfam and GECPD 
supported school in Galkayo town, Mudug region. 4 - A pastoralist counting his herd in Dadaab  
refugee camp in Northern Kenya. 



To Mohammed Somane Omar, journalism is a calling. This is because  
journalists are given the privilege to capture real moments in life, shed 
light on what is happening to illuminate and change countless lives. The 
call to journalism is strong in him as a way of life. 

The media in Puntland includes print, radio and TV, with radio being the 
most popular. Internet and mobile phone coverage are good providing a 
secondary source of information. Demand for media coverage is high but 
so are the risks to reporting. Although Somalia continues to be a  
dangerous place for journalists, there was a significant decline in  
work-related deaths for journalists in 2013. While 12 journalists were 
killed in Somalia in 2012, the number dropped to four in 2013 in direct  
reprisal for work, in combat-related crossfire or while carrying out a 
dangerous assignments.  This has not deterred Mohammed in anyway. 

‘Being a journalist in Somalia is difficult but it’s my calling. I thoroughly 
enjoy it. I grew up listening to BBC and VOA on the radio and knew that it 
was what wanted to do when I grew up.’

‘The situation is never static. It changes all the time and you have to be 
there to capture that moment as people come to you first to know what 
happened. For you to do this all the time, journalism has to be your  
passion. You have to love what you do because you risk your life and 
sometimes may not even see a pay cheque. It’s non-stop - once a  
journalist, always a journalist.’’

Mohammed , originally Middle Shebelle region in South Central Somalia, is 
a journalist and one of many teachers supported by Oxfam and the  
European Union to teach young women and men in various fields. Through 
local partner KAALO and HAVOYOCO, Oxfam provides free training for young 
men and women in office management, electrical engineering, secretarial 
and computer skills training as well as journalism. 

‘My family is from Jowhar but we moved when the fighting escalated. It 
was no longer safe for us to stay there. When I was in South Central  
Somalia, I worked as a freelance journalist, covering developing stories 
and capturing the situation around in my community for Universal TV .’ 

‘It was difficult to do my job because of the insecurity. You didn’t know 
when anything would happen but if it did, you needed to be there to  
capture and tell the story. In addition, not everyone appreciated the work 
we were doing trying to capture the situation – we could be confused to 
be doing something else. 

Now a resident of Garowe, the 27 year old first taught journalism at Helgen 
School in Garowe in 2012 before relocating to the KAALO Training Centre in 
Garowe to teach the same subject in 2013.
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‘I started teaching at KAALO Centre eight months ago. I found out about 
the programme through a friend, who is also a teacher. The more he spoke 
about programme, the more i gained interest in it. I had taught before but I 
wanted to continue passing on the skills I had gained over the years.’

Despite the dangerous reputation that journalism has in Somalia, it is a 
job admired by many Somali youth. There are few opportunities to train 
professionally and most learn on the job. 

‘I was very excited but at the same time a little nervous. The students 
were truly journalists in the making. They asked me very many questions 
before I even sat down – what’s your name? Where are you from? How long 
have you been in Garowe? Why do you like journalism? And so on. Now 
we’re all very comfortable and learn from each other each time we have a 
class. They say that I am a funny teacher’ he says, laughing. 

According to Naima Adan, one of Mohammed’s students, journalism is a 
key element in addressing the needs those who are marginalised.  ‘I have 
always wanted to have a skill that can bring positive change to people’s 
lives, not only in Somalia, but all over the world. Telling just one story can 
bring social change. Although the course is only six months long, I have 
learnt a lot, met many new people and have joined a network with people 
who think like me.  I am very hopeful that by the end of my course, I will 
know what steps to take going forward. I have already started writing 
stories and will continue to share them.’

For Rodo Maxamed, words have the power to positively promote change: 
‘I have always been interested in journalism and the power of words to 
change a situation. Words are stronger than any physical violent actions. 
I still believe that journalism is the fourth power of the world. I enjoy my 
class and can already see improvements in my writing. I want to take 
many pictures and tell the world Somali stories’ she says. 

‘We need to tell our story. We are Somali, we know ourselves, we know 
what is happening in our land and have heard the stories and legends 
from our parents and they from their parents. Who better to tell the Somali 
story than us’ says Ahmed Mahad Hersi, another journalism student . ‘In 
my community, it’s necessary. The world needs to see through our eyes, 
be it history or current events - news or folklore. I know it’s a hard job, but 
it’s necessary. I am aware of how risky it can be, but I’m not scared. I’m 
more driven to share our story.’

This programme has so far supported 1,200 young men and women, 
through gained skills, both in specific vocational topics, as well as in a 
variety of useful life skills. 

Top left: Mohammed Somane Omar giving a journalism lecture in Garowe. 
below: Ahmed Mahad, Rodo Moxamed and Naima Adan. Stundents  
listening keenly to Mohammeds lecture. 

journalism with a PUPRPOSE


