
OXFAM IN SOMALIA
Oxfam has worked with local Somali organisations to implement projects in Somalia for over 40 
years. Oxfam is working through local partners to rebuild sustainable livelihoods, provide

humanitarian assistance advocate for education for all and promote active citizenship and 
gender justice in Somalia. 

Oxfam uses an integrated approach to implementing projects, working across emergency 
response and development, as well as campaigns to achieve a greater impact. We work with 
partners on long-term development – on disaster risk reduction (DRR), investing in livelihood 
value chain development, rangeland management, and employment creation to build resilience. 
Through its programmes, Oxfam supported over 140,000 people in  March and April , 2013.
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HIGHLIGHTS 
Moderate to heavy rains in March marked an early start to the April-June Gu rainy season, with Gaalkacyo, Eyl, Laas •	
Caanood in Mudug, Nugaal and Bari, Jowhar and Baardheere districts in Southern Central Somalia recording significant 
downpour. While bringing relief to dry conditions, the intense rains have led to flooding, damaged an estimated 6,397 
hectares of crops and displaced about 50,000 people
Rape in Somaliland has been on the rise. 299 rape cases were reported in 2012 and 2013 alone. According to the Needs •	
Assessment department in Somaliland’s Health Ministry, 104 rape cases have been reported in 2013 so far
The first confirmed case of the Wild Polio virus in more than six years was reported in Somalia after a two-year old girl •	
from Mogadishu contracted it. In response, the Government of Somalia conducted a four day emergency vaccination 
campaign in Banadir and Afgooye
Plans to relocate internally displaced people from Mogadishu to sites on the outskirts of the capital progressed in May. •	
Preparatory work including site planning and profiling started in April and the actual relocation of the first group of 
about 78,000 people is expected in July/August
UNSC unanimously approved the new UN Political Mission in Somalia on May 2nd. The new mission will be based in •	
Mogadishu with further deployments throughout the country as requested by the Somalia National Government. It will •	
be operational from June 3rd 2013 for an initial period of 12 months headed by Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General for Somalia and Head of Mission (UNSOM), Nicholas Kay•	
The London Conference on Somalia took place at Lancaster House on May 7th, co-hosted by the UK and the Somalia •	
National Government, and attended by fifty-four friends and partners of Somalia. More than $300 million was pledged to 
Somalia 

KEY FIGURES

Population  (UNDP, 2005)  7.5m
Life expectancy (UNDP 2011)   51 years
Number of people in humanitarian emergency and crisis   1.05m
Number of people in stress    1.67m
Number of acutely  malnourished children under five  215,000
Number of internally displaced people   1.1m
Number of Somali refugees in the Horn of Africa and Yemen        1m

OXFAM’S WORK IN SOMALIA 
CAMPAIGNS
•The Somalia 2013 conference in London happened in May and Oxfam held 

a photo exhibition: ‘Somalia: A different perspective’, at Centre for African 
Studies, UK parliamant building and at Chatham house , displaying pictures 
take by Dutch photographer Petterik Wiggers. The gallery and 

accompanying booklet can be found by clicking on the following links:

- Issuu:http://issuu.com/0xfam/docs/somalia_different_perspective?mod
e=window&pageNumber=1

- Photo gallery Oxfam International Website:

o EN:http://www.oxfam.org/en/development/somalia/different-per-
spective-photos

o ES: http://oxf.am/Uqs 

o FR: http://oxf.am/UqV 

- Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Oxfam-in-
Somalia/389161584501964?hc_location=stream

- Exhibition slideshow on Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/oxfam/
sets/72157633424469165/ 

•	 Ed	Pomfret,	Somalia	Campaigns	&	policy	manager,	blog	Far	kaliya	fool	
madhaqdo “You can’t wash your face using only one finger”: http://blogs.
oxfam.org/en/blogs/13-05-07-somalia-2013-conference-you-cant-
wash-your-face-using-only-one-finger?utm_source=oxf.am&utm_
medium=UcZ&utm_content=redirect

•	 On	28	May,	Oxfam	and	one	of	our	Somalia	partners	WASDA	attended	the	
African Development Bank’s annual meetings at the personal invitation 
of the President of the Bank, Donald Kaberuka to engage in discussions 
around resilience in the Horn and Sahel.
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(1) Jack McConnel - Member of Parliament, UK House of Lords; Aydrus daar - 
director of WASdA and other guests at the UK parliament building in London.  
(2) Oxfam in Somalia - A different Perspective booklet. (3 & 4) 
Pictures on display and guests in attendance at the Centre of African 
Studies. (5) Photograph of The Central Mosque in Hargeisa as it was 
displayed at the Westminster hall.                             Photos: Ed Pomfret 



MEdIA COvERAGE 

Story featured Oxfam Partner Elman Peace & Human Rights Center: Inside the rape crisis center that’s helping Somalia’s •	
women http://edition.cnn.com/2013/05/17/world/africa/somalia-rape/

BBC Radio 4 - Women’s Hour: Interview with Oxfam Partner Fartuun Adan of Elman Peace & Human Rights Center, with •	
the Somalia Foreign Minister. The themes were women’s rights and GBV. http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01s8mnn

Huffington Post Live: An online panel interview included Oxfam America’s Sr. Humanitarian Policy Advisor Scott Paul •	
talking about humanitarian aid effectiveness, and why it sometimes fails. http://live.huffingtonpost.com/r/segment/
humanitarian-aid-woes/5182c67402a76036370002cc

Wall Street Journal – Market Watch: Oxfam Canada was mentioned regarding a $2million grant for Somalia. •	 http://www.
marketwatch.com/story/canada-providing-further-humanitarian-assistance-to-somalis-2013-05-14-19173052

BBC Outlook programme interviewed Fartuun Adan from Elman Peace Center“Put Down the Gun, Pick Up the Pen” •	 http://
www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p018pj1p/Outlook_Put_down_the_gun_pick_up_the_pen/

Sky News: coverage on our work for the London Conference on Somalia. •	 http://go.sky.com/vod/content/SKYNEWS/
content/videoId/ac24b28a2d585310VgnVCM1000000b43150a________/content/default/videoDetailsPage.do

The Somalia team contributed to the launch of the Africa RIC campaign’s 50 Voices, 50 Places campaign at the AU •	

summit with 10 voices from Somalia featured in the products and also Fartuun Adan of the Elman Peace Center •	

attending the launch event http:•	 //blogs.oxfam.org/en/blogs/13-05-29-voices-africa-african-union-50?utm_
source=oxf.am&utm_medium=UfD&utm_content=redirect

 

PROvIdING HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE
Oxfam supports those affected by drought and conflict in 
Somalia with water, sanitation and public health 

interventions, emergency food security and livelihoods 
support and treatment for acute malnutrition. Oxfam, in 
partnership with SAACID, operates 17 nutrition sites across 
Mogadishu city in Banadir region; treating acutely 

malnourished children less than 5 years of age, providing 
nutrition counseling and supplementation to pregnant and 
lactating women, and immunization services. In May, 2,645 
women attended Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) 
classes to learn about basic child nutrition and healthy 
food options for their children. 10,518 children were 

admitted and treated for severe and moderate malnutrition.

The Integrated Management of Malnutrition (IMAM) project 
in Hiran Region treated 181 severely malnourished children 
and trained 260 parents and care givers on IYCF in four 
treatment sites in Belet  Weyne districts.  Semi-quantitative 
evaluation of access and coverage (SQUAEC) surveys in 
were conducted in Mogadishu and Hiran in May. The results 
are currently being analysed and will be submitted in June.  
Oxfam is preparing to roll out a new integrated nutrition and 
WASH programme in Kismayu with funding from Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA).  

A rationalization process was conducted by the Nutrition 
cluster to streamline and better coordinate the delivery of 
nutrition services. Districts that host nutrition programmes 
and partners that will deliver nutrition interventions have 
been identified.  Oxfam, Action Against Hunger, Save the 
Children and Concern formed a Nutrition Consortium in      
Somalia to exchange best practices and improve coordina-
tion. An assessment of spare parts for water pumps and 
engines was conducted on all the targeted farms to benefit 
from rehabilitation of water points in Middle Juba. This will 
help inform the type of equipment to be purchased and 
what kind of capacity is needed to do the job. 

In addition, and agricultural support baseline survey was 
conducted in 22 villages in Jilib district. The 243 people 
were interviewed to provide information on the status of 
farms in the area so as to determine what support should 
be prioritized. Two farming groups were trained on 
agronomy this month in Jilib. 6,000 people benefitted from 
the construction of new latrines in Jilib town.

In Lower Juba region, 5,700 people benefitted from the 
availability of newly constructed latrines. Sanitary kits were 
distributed to 847 young women and hygiene kits were 
provided to 6000 people contributing to a holistic approach 
to hygiene and sanitation. Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) committees were identified and selected in Lower 
Juba, as well as the locations where shallow wells will be 
rehabilitated.  The WASH members will undergo training on 
June 10th. Oxfam supported 32,151 people though 
humanitarian activities. 

EdUCATION 
Oxfam programmes in Somalia are improving access to 
basic quality education and offering technical training. In 
May, Oxfam continued to support the 1,500 children that 
enrolled in primary school after Oxfam provided full 
scholarships in Banadir and Galbeed region.  

REbUILdING SUSTAINAbLE LIvELIHOOdS 
A person’s livelihood refers to their “means of securing the 
basic necessities -food, water, shelter and 
clothing- of life”. Therefore, livelihoods are activities, 
involving securing water, food, medicine, shelter, 
clothing etc. and the ability to acquire above necessities, 
working either individually or as a group. Oxfam’s support in 
rebuilding livelihoods helps to strengthen the resilience of 
communities to shocks by ensuring there is adequate 
linkage between relief and development. In May, Oxfam 
trained 47 people on community based disaster risk 
management and rehabilitated land for 60 farmers in 
Togdheer region. Furthermore, 389 people attended a 
circus show in Balligubadle in Galbeed region. 



 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
stella.madete@oxfamnovib.nl    http://www.facebook.com/OxfaminSomalia              www.oxfam.org/somalia

ESSENTIAL NUTRITION SUPPORT HELPS SAvE LIvES IN HIRAN 
Story and pictures by HARDO

The Integrated Management of Malnutrition (IMAM) project in 
Hiran Region in South Central Somalia started in April 2012 to 
treat malnourished children. So far, 2,184 children have been 
admitted in four treatment sites in Belet Weyne districts. 
Initially, the sites would attend to about 60 new patients 

everyday but this changed because there were frequent 
gaps in the supply of Ready-to-use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) 
or plumpy’nut. This is a peanut-based paste in a plastic 
wrapper for treatment of severe acute malnutrition that can 
be administered at home. Children are currently being 

admitted after supply of plumpy’nut resumed in January 
2013. Now only registered patients benefit from the 

programme

A typical day begins with a meeting at seven in the 

morning in each of the four sites where the volunteers 

discuss the case findings, follow-ups and home visits that 
they conducted the day before. Part of their job is to visit 
different villages and towns to find and refer children that 
show signs of malnutrition to the nearest treatment sites. 
Lively stories are told and challenges and lessons learnt are 
shared. Following this they discuss managing personal 

hygiene, proper feeding of children, how to prepare 

balanced meals using local foods and taking care of the 
environment. 

Following the group discussion, project staff report to their 
respective sites to start treating children referred to them by 
the volunteers. The children are between 6 and 59 months 
old. At this stage, both the mother and child undergo a series 
of medical tests to find out determine their health status and 
whether or not they meet the admission criteria for 

malnutrition treatment. It’s not uncommon to find that not 
only are some of the children malnourished, but they  have 
other illnesses such as Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD), 

measles, fever, skin and ear infections, among other things.

After screening, the child is classified as either severely or 
moderately malnourished and this determines what kind of 
treatment they will receive at the IMAM centre. It is important 
to have this information before any medication or treatment 
is carried out to ensure that the child receives appropriate 
and adequate support.  If a child is found to be  severely  
malnourished, their mother, father or care takers  is given 
Ready-to-use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) to treat the illness 
for a specific period of time before they can return for further 
check-up and follow-up which is usually the following week 
.  Severely malnourished are started on a Routine Systematic 
Treatment. However, if there are more complications; the 
child is referred to the Stabilization Centers or private clinics. 
In cases where a child has not been immunized, the nurses 
refer them to the nearest Maternal Child Health Clinic (MCH).

(1) Treatment and consulation with mothers and children (2-5) 
HARdO staff consulting with mothers and their children (6) Infant 
and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) group discussion (7) volunteer 
meeting (8) An infant undergoing treatment.  
Story & Photos: HARdO 
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