
OXFAM IN SOMALIA
Oxfam has worked with local Somali organisations to implement projects in Soma-
lia for over 40 years. Oxfam is working through local partners to rebuild sustainable 
livelihoods, provide humanitarian assistance advocate for education for all and 
promote active citizenship and gender justice in Somalia.
Oxfam uses an integrated approach to implementing projects, working across 
emergency response and development, as well as campaigns to achieve a greater 
impact. We work with partners on long-term development – on disaster risk reduc-
tion (DRR), investing in livelihood value chain development, rangeland manage-
ment, and employment creation to build resilience. In February, Oxfam supported 
362,849 people in Somalia through its programmes.
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Fisherman off the coast of Harmaweyne 
district in Mogadishu.



HIGHLIGHTS 
The number of people in food crisis, unable to meet basic food needs without aid, reduced by half in the •	
past six months to 1 million in January 2013. The 1 million people in crisis represent about 14 per cent of 
the population. At present, none are facing famine conditions
An additional 1.7 million people who emerged from crisis in the past year are still, at risk of falling back •	
into crisis without continued support to meet basic needs and build up their livelihoods
An estimated 1.1 million Somalis are internally displaced, often living in deplorable conditions. Another •	
one million Somalis are refugees in neighbouring countries
615,000 of the 1.1 million internally displaced people are in food crisis with those living in IDP camps •	
worst off
Malnutrition	rates	remain	among	the	highest	in	the	world.	An	estimated	215,000	children	under	five	•	
years of age are acutely malnourished
In southern Somalia and parts of the North and Central regions, the nutrition situation is likely to remain •	
critical	in	the	first	half	of	the	year	due	to	the	lack	of	health	infrastructure,	poor	feeding	practices	and	out-
breaks of acute watery diarrhoea and measles during the April to June rainy season

KEY FIGURES

Population  (UNDP, 2005)  7.5m
GDP per capita (UN statistics division 2009)     $220.3
% pop living on less than US$1 per day (UNDP/World Bank 2002)             43%
Life expectancy (UNDP 2011)   51 years
% population using improved drinking water sources (UNDP 2009) 30%
Number of people in humanitarian emergency and crisis   1.05m
Number of people in stress    1.67m
Number of acutely  malnourished children under five  215,000
Number of internally displaced people   1.1m
Number of Somali refugees in the Horn of Africa and Yemen        1m

CAMPAIGNS
StorieS 
Braving	the	tide:	New	“E-cash”	system	helps	a	Mogadishu	fisherman	
http://www.oxfamblogs.org/eastafrica/?p=5720   
The Weavers Tale: Creating Colorful Fabrics Through E–Cash in Moga-
dishu http://oxf.am/3Mk   
Leaping Heights: Basketball and dreams through E-Cash in Mogadishu: 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/content/leaping-heights-%E2%80%93-basket-
ball-and-dreams-through-e-cash-mogadishu   
Mobile phones help tackle cholera in inaccessible parts of Somalia 
http://oxf.am/3qr   
Human Rights and Culture in Somalia: http://is.gd/6WgN1X    

iNtervieWS
Al Jazeera video broadcast:  E–Cash Gathers Interest in Somalia 
http://ow.ly/gFdsW   
BBC News 24 interview with campaign manager on humanitarian situa-
tion in Somalia http://is.gd/BBFnAQ   

Flickr gallery: Prenatal Care at Clinic in Mogadishu http://ow.ly/gFdpJ  
Like the Oxfam in Somalia Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Oxfam-in-Somalia/389161584501964?fref=ts 
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REbUILdING SUSTAINAbLE LIvELIHOOdS 
Oxfam’s supoport in rebuilding livelihoods helps to strengthen 
the resilience of communities to shocks by ensuring there is 
adequate linkage between relief and development. We focus 
on supporting the livestock sector, arable farming, natural 
resource management, alternative livelihoods and climate 
change adaptation. 
This month, 108 donkeys and carts were distributed Middle 
Juba and 1,577 hectors of land prepared in Lower Shebelle. In 
Mogadishu,	we	are	in	the	process	of	rolling	out	a	micro-finance	
project to support income generating activities for sustainable 
household incomes. 

PROvIdING HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE
Oxfam	supports	people	affected	by	drought	and	conflict	in	Somalia	
with water, sanitation and public health interventions, emergency food 
security and livelihoods support and providing treatment of acute 
malnutrition. 
In Banadir region, Oxfam in partnership with partner HIJRA construct-
ed 106 latrines in 44 IDP camps in Mogadishu, distributed sanitary kits 
to young women in six public schools, rehabilitated over 300 metres 
of pipeline, and constructed 30 hand washing facilities and four water 
distribution points. In addition, we supplied water through shallow 
wells to over 160,000 IDPs.

OXFAM’S WORK IN SOMALIA 

Treatment of malnourished children, pregnant and lactating women continued in 17 sites in Mogadishu with 
partner SAACID. In February, 4,911 children under 5 years of age were supported in expanded immuniza-
tion programme, 2,734 children were admitted and treated for severe acute malnutrition.
In Afgooye town, Lower Shebelle, Oxfam through partner HIJRA constructed over 400 pit latrines in and 
distributed jerry cans for water collection and storage and soap to 31,773 people. In Mogadishu, 163,758 
people were reached through latrine construction and the supply of water through piped systems. Fuel sub-
sidies started in Diff and Dhobley in Lower Juba with partner WASDA to run the boreholes for water supply 
benefitting	49,000	people	and	their	livestock.	Soap	was	distributed	and	good	hygiene	practices	promoted.	
We	also	constructed	ninety	culturally	sensitive	flood	proof	latrines	and	rehabilitated	nine	shallow	wells	in	
Jilib district, Middle Juba to support 14,378 people. 
Oxfam and partner HARDO are treating severely malnourished children in the four active sites in Belet 
Weyne, Hiraan. In December, 754 children were successfully treated and discharged, leaving 753 still 
admitted in the programme. This programme will introduce work on infant and young child feeding (IYCF) 
and to start this we have organised IYCF training in Mogadishu in March with partner HARDO. Cash distri-
butions conducted in mid January and completed on 1st February took place in Lower and Middle Shebelle 
and	Hiran	benefitting	over	86,000	people.

The Cross-Border Community Managed Drought Resilience Project in Galbeed and Togdheer is progress-
ing well. So far, two dams have been rehabilitated, business planning and early warning system trainings 
were conducted and two circus shows have been held to raise awareness on sustainable use of grazing 
reserves and water resources. In addition, four new community managed drought risk management com-
mittees	have	been	established	and	one	cross	border	discussion	was	held	to	influence	policy	and	practice	in	
managing cross border issues.
Two workshops were conducted to strengthen the coordination and linkage between alternative services 
and supplies and 120 participants attended training on animal feed production, preservation and utilization. 
Ten community contingency plans have been developed and 120 groups supporting women on income 
generation were established.
Oxfam is also implementing a project aimed at strengthening sustainable pastoral and agro-pastoral econo-
mies in Sanaag. This includes introducing farmers to innovative farming techniques, establishing demon-
stration farms and distribution of farm tools.
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The Somaliland Election Program with partners HAVOYOCO and NAGAAD involved training and aware-
ness activities in anticipation of the Somaliland elections. The elections were held peacefully. Post election 
activities are in progress. 
Oxfam in partnership with Kaalo & HAVOYOCO are working to strengthen the capacity of civil society or-
ganisations to provide life skills and vocational training for youth. Activities are progressing well and amid-
term review is planned for March 2013.
The Women’s Rights to Social and Political Participation project is in full swing with partners NAGAAD and 
46 women’s organisations have been selected based on their active advocacy for women’s rights.

PROMOTING ACTIvE CITIzENSHIP ANd GENdER 
jUSTICE
Oxfam and our partners work to empower women 
and men to advocate for their rights. We work 
to strengthen social organizations and support 
stable and accountable local institutions that are 
necessary to tackle the situation in Somalia. 
A project to deepen democratisation with partners 
SORADI is ongoing. Public institutions have been 
selected to undergo capacity building and this will 
support the aim of strengthening the role of civil 
society. Through this project, the voice of Somalia 
civil society organisations is channelled to provide 
objective analysis and recommendations for the 
most pressing issues in the country. 

OXFAM’S WORK IN SOMALIA 

TASS organised community meetings attended by school heads, religious leaders, teachers and the district 
education	officer	to	lobby	for	provision	of	free	education	and	managed	to	secure	scholarships	for	50	more	
girls. 
TASS enrolled 30 female teachers in Bossaso to teacher training courses to increase their teaching skills to 
give them a competitive edge when applying for teaching positions. To create awareness about the access 
to education for women, TASS organised a radio debate on Daljir FM to provoke discussions about gender 
inequality. The phone lines were open for the public to share their views and concerns and approximately 
7,000 people tuned in.
This discussion continues with various awareness workshops on the importance of girl child education 
through	campaigns	targeting	parents,	religious	leaders,	government	officials	and	members	of	educational	
institutions.
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EdUCATION FOR ALL
Hopes are high for the Somali youth to have a 
greater voice in Somalia. Oxfam is supporting 
the Somali people by expanding basic quality 
education services and offering technical training 
though education programmes.
Oxfam and partner TASS (Tadamun Social Soci-
ety) are supporting girls to gain access to quality 
education by providing scholarships to 200 girls in 
three schools in Bossasso.
In addition to paying the school fees, we provided 
school uniforms, exercise and text books, pens, 
rulers, erasers, pencils and a back packs to each 
of the girls. 



As Mayow’s vision shows, communities in this village are 
eager to change their attitude and practice on managing 
sanitation in their village, but that doesn’t change the fact 
that their options are limited. Humanitarian relief orga-
nizations have a vital role to play in ensuring that these 
Riverine communities have access to livelihood schemes 
apart from water and sanitation projects. These commu-
nities need opportunities to provide for their own needs. 
They deserve the chance to make better lives in their 
area.

vOICES FROM THE FIELd 
Making a difference by Mohammed A. omar of HiJrA
There is only one shallow well in the village and most of the dwell-
ings are made of sticks and iron-sheets, traditional huts are also 
scattered in the corners of the village. The narrow pathways of the 
village are almost deserted during the day time as village dwellers 
are busy in their farms nearby. At the cafeteria, you can buy either 
bread or porridge.
This is Sabiid hamlet, one of the Riverine villages 5 Km east of 
Afgooye district. Shabelle River plays a vital role in the village and 
most of villagers are farmers who solely depend on their own farm 
products and casual labouring from well off farmers in the village.
Countless households that live in Sabiid village lacked access to 
basic sanitation facilities until HIJRA in partnership with Oxfam 
started constructing latrines in Feb, 2013. Before HIJRA’s current 
project, communities in the village were forced to defecate in the 
open. Lack of access to sanitation facilities frequently caused vil-
lagers to fall sick from illnesses that were preventable.However, the 
sanitation programs by HIJRA bring joy to the people. 
Apart from the construction of latrines, public health promoters 
provide training on good sanitation. These trainings caused a great 
change in attitude of villagers. They started practical activities, both 
to protect their environment from harmful practices such as open 
defecation, and they apply good water, sanitation and health activi-
ties in their villages in order to maintain a cleaner living environ-
ment.
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HIJRA in partnership with Oxfam will not only help the village through the construction of latrines but will 
continue	to	supply	clean	sanitary	protection	kits	to	mothers	and	girls,	hundreds	of	households	will	benefit.	
HIJRA’s goal in the provision of sanitation and hygiene material tools is to give women and girls in the river-
ine villages the chance to live with dignity. HIJRA is also providing tractor hours to farmers in the village to 
prepare their land for the next rainy season which will begin in mid-April.
In the meantime, Sabiid village communities were more empowered to take control of their environment. 
For example, Mayow Yarow, Sabiid village community leader, tells his community that many more people 
live in Afgooye district than in the Sabiid area and yet they do not defecate in the open there. Mayow then 
counsels his community to learn a lesson from other districts and keep their village clean. He also advises 
his community to leave the newly installed latrines a little cleaner than how they found them. 


