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 Crisis Figures:  

Population of Yemen*: 
 27.4 million 
 

People in need of 
WASH assistance*: 
15.7 million 

People in need of 
food assistance*: 
17 million 

People in need of 
health care*: 
14.8 million 

IDPs & 
returnees*: 
2.9 million 

People in need of 
humanitarian aid*:  
20.7 million 

People in acute 
need*: 
9.8 million 

People in need of 
protection*: 
11.3 million 

Females in need 
of protection*: 
5.54 million 
 

 

Oxfam funding aim**: £28 million 
Secured funding**: £23 million 
 

* Source: UN OCHA. 

** Oxfam’s figures. 

Targeted beneficiaries**: 
1.2 million 

Reached beneficiaries**: 
1,200,896 

 

 Our presence (activities and beneficiaries): 
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 From the Country Director, Shane Stevenson: 

It was a challenging month as the cholera outbreak continued to spread throughout the country resulting in 
nearly 2000 deaths.  

After an incredible effort, we were able to bring 36 tonnes of international WASH supplies into the country, 
and subsequently transported them to three of our programme offices. These will be used to support our 
cholera response. In addition, we received nine cholera response proposals from local partners, and have 
approval for new ECHO funds to rehabilitate water sources to prevent contamination and the spread of the 
disease. In addition, we were able to raise the international profile of the situation in Yemen, especially the 
cholera crisis with interviews on media outlets such as BBC, and AJ.   

After visiting Shafer and Khamer, I experienced firsthand the challenges of delivering unconditional cash 
transfers UCTs to beneficiaries, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank the field teams for working 
in such demanding conditions. We will continue UCT with DFID, ECHO, Dutch and Canadian funds, and will 
start to incorporate small scale livelihood activities into the programming. 

We will continue to push for ideas and proposals from the field teams, and each programme office 
submitted a concept note for the innovation fund. These ranged from desalination of boreholes to rain 
water harvesting for irrigation of community crops. I look forward to seeing the results. 

Deputy Country Director, Dr Manzoor Ahmad, visited the Aden programme office and field locations in 
AlTurba and Lahj. It is apparent that there is a need for us to do more in these districts. We will move to new 
premises in Aden and al-Dhala’a over the next few months. 

Finally, I would like to thank everybody for such a warm welcome and have enjoyed my first month working 
with you all.   

 

 Humanitarian Context 

 The heads of UNICEF, WFP and WHO put a statement highlighting their joint visit to Yemen as they 
stressed the need to focus on accelerating the peace process and to ensure civilian infrastructure is 
always protected. They called on donors to fulfil their pledges, and to provide political, financial and 
technical support for longer-term recovery and development1. 

 Head of the EU Delegation to Yemen, Maria Antonia Calvo, visited Yemen and met political leaders in 
Sana’a2. 

 Russia delivered a fourth shipment of printed Yemeni Riyals to Aden city on 29th July. The Aden-based 
Central Bank of Yemen imported the currency to pay civil servants and security personnel’s salaries for 
the months of March and April. Although the Hadi-government had already received three previous 
shipments of Yemeni Riyals printed in Russia, it has not paid most government salaries for almost 11 
months3. The Central Bank of Yemen in Aden has officially announced the floating of Yemeni Riyal. 

                                                           
1
 http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2017/joint-visit-yemen/en/  

2
 http://www.yemenpress.org/ticker/foreign-minister-meets-head-of-european-union-mission-and-confirms-what-

is-happening-in-yemen-is-aggression-against-yemen.html , http://www.shaharah.net/?p=76860  
3
 https://www.criticalthreats.org/briefs/gulf-of-aden-security-review/gulf-of-aden-security-review-july-31-

2017#_ftn5  

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2017/joint-visit-yemen/en/
http://www.yemenpress.org/ticker/foreign-minister-meets-head-of-european-union-mission-and-confirms-what-is-happening-in-yemen-is-aggression-against-yemen.html
http://www.yemenpress.org/ticker/foreign-minister-meets-head-of-european-union-mission-and-confirms-what-is-happening-in-yemen-is-aggression-against-yemen.html
http://www.shaharah.net/?p=76860
https://www.criticalthreats.org/briefs/gulf-of-aden-security-review/gulf-of-aden-security-review-july-31-2017#_ftn5
https://www.criticalthreats.org/briefs/gulf-of-aden-security-review/gulf-of-aden-security-review-july-31-2017#_ftn5
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This decision is only effective in the territories controlled by the Hadi-government, as the authorities 
in Sana’a have refused implementing the decision by the Aden-based CBY.4 

 UNFPA issued a statement highlighting that cholera outbreak puts pregnant and breastfeeding women 
at great danger, especially those who are malnourished, are especially vulnerable in the war-torn 
Yemen. An estimated 1.1 million malnourished pregnant women are at risk and need immediate care5. 

 Eight human rights organisations signed a joint letter to the American MoD, CIA and FBI asking them 
to clarify the role the USA has in the violations such as arbitrary detentions, torture, mistreatment, 
enforced disappearances, and unlawful prisoner transfers which were committed by the US backed 
forces in Yemen6. 

 From 27 April to 29 August 2017, 585527 suspected cholera/AWD cases and 2033 associated deaths 
have been reported across 21 Yemeni governorates7.  

 

 Advocacy Update 

The team released the policy paper “Yemen: Catastrophic Cholera Crisis”8,  and a social media package for 

World Humanitarian Day (WHD), together with an accompanying press release9, two blog posts10, Selfie 

videos expressing a moment in the day and showing what Oxfam’s staff is doing and where they are 

working. 

The policy brief was well received by regional and international media11. As part of our cholera advocacy 
campaign, the team has assisted local civil society organisations to draft a joint statement highlighting the 
cholera outbreak and what national and international actors need to do to facilitate a better cholera 
response. 

 

 Security Context12 

 
The main frontlines of the conflict have not changed from the previous month. Fighting continued in 
western Taiz, north-western Hajja, south-western al-Jawf, western Marib, north-eastern Sana’a and 
northern Shabwa, but neither side made any notable gains.  

The monthly average of air raids on Yemen is almost three times higher than that of last year, according to a 
report released by the Protection Cluster. The report, which is based on a compilation of UN and open 

                                                           
4
 https://goo.gl/9DQrjN  

5
 http://www.unfpa.org/news/yemens-deadly-cholera-outbreak-puts-pregnant-women-danger#  

6
 https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/08/03/joint-letter-about-us-cooperation-abusive-allied-forces-yemen  

7
 http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Yemen_Cholera_Response_-

_Daily_Epidemiological_Update_-_2017-08-29.pdf  
8
 https://oxf.am/2w6zcXq    

9
 https://oxf.am/2x1tkLk  

10
 https://oxf.am/2xJqmf0 , https://oxf.am/2xIMiqv  

11
 http://www.alquds.co.uk/?p=772839  , http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-17/yemen-air-strikes-escalate-

cholera-outbreak-devastates-country/8815190 , http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/yemenis-forced-choose-
between-treating-cholera-or-feeding-families-ngo-says-1241136453 , 
http://www.presstv.com/Detail/2017/08/17/532012/Yemen-Saudi-Arabia-children-UN ,  
12

 Safer Yemen Weekly Yemen Political and Security Assessment - 26 August 2017. 

https://goo.gl/9DQrjN
http://www.unfpa.org/news/yemens-deadly-cholera-outbreak-puts-pregnant-women-danger
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/08/03/joint-letter-about-us-cooperation-abusive-allied-forces-yemen
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Yemen_Cholera_Response_-_Daily_Epidemiological_Update_-_2017-08-29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Yemen_Cholera_Response_-_Daily_Epidemiological_Update_-_2017-08-29.pdf
https://oxf.am/2w6zcXq
https://oxf.am/2x1tkLk
https://oxf.am/2xJqmf0
https://oxf.am/2xIMiqv
http://www.alquds.co.uk/?p=772839
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-17/yemen-air-strikes-escalate-cholera-outbreak-devastates-country/8815190
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-17/yemen-air-strikes-escalate-cholera-outbreak-devastates-country/8815190
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/yemenis-forced-choose-between-treating-cholera-or-feeding-families-ngo-says-1241136453
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/yemenis-forced-choose-between-treating-cholera-or-feeding-families-ngo-says-1241136453
http://www.presstv.com/Detail/2017/08/17/532012/Yemen-Saudi-Arabia-children-UN
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source data, estimates that the number of armed clashes per month has more than doubled compared with 
2016.  

Houthi-affiliated forces launched another attack at Al Mokha port, targeting a coalition vessel at the port 
facility with a WBIED, which was reportedly intercepted. They previously hit the port with a motorboat 
carrying explosives on 29 July. 

A brigade of Saudi forces arrived in Aden, deploying at critical sites in the city, including the presidential 
palace, airport and port, reportedly replacing UAE-backed security forces. AQAP carried out further attacks 
on the security belt forces in Abyan, forcing them to withdraw from several areas.  Neighbouring Shabwa 
was quieter following the deployment of UAE-trained troops and the retreat of militants.  
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 HAJJAH AND AL HUDAYDAH GOVERNORATES  

Total beneficiaries reached: 658,189 
DISTRICTS: Abs, Haradh, Hayran, Aflah Alyaman (Hajjah) 

              Al-Zuhrah, AlSukhnah, Hays, Al-Khokha (Al-Hudaydah) 
 

                 Food Security    

 Coordination and Mobilization: The EFSVL team has completed the community sensitization mobilization 
process in 18 villages (12 villages funded by DFID and 6 funded by ECHO) where the team formed 118 
Programme Operational Committees (POCs) and 12 Programme Monitoring Committees (PMCs) funded by DFID, 
and 37 POCs and 6 PMCs funded by ECHO. 

 Unconditional Cash Transfers (UCT): The EFSVL team has completed the registration survey and initial 
verification process for beneficiaries in targeted villages under ECHO and DFID. A final version of the UCT 
beneficiaries list was produced and submitted to the MEAL team that subsequently conducted an independent 
verification process approving a total of 3,200 households (HHS) under DIFD and 800 HHs under ECHO. After 
approving the beneficiaries’ lists, the EFSVL team completed the UCT distributions to all beneficiaries including 
the second UCT for the targeted 317 HHs, funded by the Dutch Relief Alliance (DRA). 

 Market Price Monitoring:  Prices of the main basic commodities such as rice, cooking gas, sugar, wheat and 
vegetable oil have maintained stability during the reporting period whereas prices of petrol and diesel have 
slightly increased. The US$/YER exchange rate has increased in the black market. The further devaluation of the 
Riyal will likely lead to again greater difficulties for Yemenis to afford basic staple foods despite the relative 
stability of prices. 

 

    WASH  
 

 Public Health Engineering: The PHE team completed the rehabilitation of a water network in the Bani Hassan 
IDP settlement to ensure safe water access for IDPs as the pipes were damaged causing leakages and poor 
pressure. Furthermore, the PHE team is following up and providing support to the water scheme of Bani Hassan 
by providing fuel to operate a 30 KVA diesel generator. 

The PHE team is in the process of completing the construction of 400 latrines that will benefit 470 HHs in Al-
Manjurah settlement.  The team will implement the rehabilitation of 13 water supply systems to support 13 
main villages with a total population of 93,856 individuals. 

 Public Health Promotion: Oxfam’s community health volunteers (CHVs) conducted 342 hygiene promotion and 
awareness sessions in Bani Hassan, Al-Batariah, Matwalah and Bani Thawab where they discussed AWD/cholera 
symptoms, transmission methods and ways of prevention, benefiting a total of 5,814 HHs (40,698 individuals, 
8,376 female, 8,718 male, 11,566 girls and 12,038 boys). 

The PHP team has conducted a 2-days training course for 20 CHVs (10 males, 10 females) on cholera response 
activities and preparedness where the trainees were equipped with the necessary and adequate skills and 
knowledge on how to encourage community stakeholders, informal structures, individuals and formal or 
informal community influencers to take action at community level to prevent the further spread of 
AWD/cholera. 

The PHP team has distributed hand washing kits ( consisting of two 2.5 kg packs of  powder soap, 12  pieces of 
bathing soap (75mg each), a 14 litres-bucket, with lid, and tap and handle) to IDPs in the Bani Hassan settlement, 
benefiting 517 male-headed HHs and 157 female-headed HHs (4,719 individuals, 971 female, 1,011 male, 1,341 
girls and 1,396 boys).  
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 AMRAN AND SADA’A GOVERNORATES  

Total beneficiaries reached: 130,799 
              DISTRICTS: Khamer, Houth, Bani Suraim, Habur Zulaymah, 
  .           Al-Qafala, Al-Madan (Amran) Sada’a (Sada’a) 
 

                 Food Security  
 

 Coordination and Collaboration: Oxfam, Government Health Offices (GHO), MSF and the local water authority 
agreed that all health and WASH partners will reprogram their available resources to respond according to the 
response strategy and technical guidelines developed by Ministry of Public Health and Population (MOPHP). 
Oxfam will train health workers in five districts (Khamer, Houth, Bani Suraim, Habur Zulaymah and Al-Qafala), 
and will provide chlorine and support to the water authority to conduct the chlorination campaigns. 

 Unconditional Cash Transfers: Following comprehensive coordination with stakeholders in Al-Qaflah, Khamer, 
Huth, and Bani Suraim districts, the EFSVL team started the verification processes of the ECHO-funded UCTs 
where priority was given to IDPs living in settlements, as well as the most vulnerable HHs in the community with 
acute malnourished children. The EFSVL team targeted 1,800 HHs for the first round with each household 
receiving 27,000 YER (108 USD) to cover 80 per cent of the monthly food basket requirements. 

 Market Price Monitoring: The price of petrol increased by 15 per cent where the prices of diesel and cooking gas 
were stable. The price of onions declined by 50 per cent, the one for tomatoes increased by 38 per cent and the 
price for wheat flour declined by 4 per cent. 

 

    WASH  
 

 Public Health Engineering: The PHE team conducted a technical assessment in three districts (Al-Madan, Khamer 
and  Habur Zulaymah) to rehabilitate three water schemes (in the villages of Al-Khoa’a, Bait Al-Akhram (Khamer),  
Elman (Al-Madan)), to rehabilitate one rainwater harvesting scheme in Al-Mdayer, and to construct three  water 
tanks with solar system pumps in Habur Zulaymah district. 

Oxfam resumed water trucking to Al-Mefakhad and Al-Mashhad IDP settlements in Al-Qaflah district, and in the 
new IDP settlement in Houth district. Desludging activities are ongoing in seven IDP settlements in Houth and 
AL-Qaflah, and the construction of 19 new latrines in Houth settlement has started.  

In Al-Shutba and Al-Musijed areas in Khamer district, two water supply schemes were provided with a total of 
3,600 litres of fuel in order to ensure that the communities have access to clean and safe water. 

 Public Health Promotion: In coordination with MOPHP and General Authority for Rural Water Supply Projects 
(GARWSP) government authority, Oxfam has trained 99 health workers and CHVs (42 men, 57 women) and 12 
supervisors in five districts (Khamer, Houth, Bani Suraim, Al-Qaflah and Habur Zulaymah) for three days on how 
to raise people’s awareness on cholera prevention and control. The 99 trainees conducted 12,633 HH visits and 
142 awareness sessions in the five districts. The sessions reached 71,715 individuals (20,741 male, 21,182 
female, 14,804 boys and 14,988 girls) and focused on cholera prevention and control, diarrhoea management 
(ORS-SSS

13
), and sterilization of water at household level where they also distributed 800 ORS sachets. 

Oxfam has signed a MoU with the Cleaning Fund and the Head of Khamer district on solid waste management, 
where Oxfam will provide a compressor, garbage containers and fuel to ensure the continuity of cleaning 
activities in Khamer city, and transportation of garbage to dumping places on a daily bases. 

Oxfam carried out a cleaning campaign in Houth IDP settlement with the participation of 150 HHs. 

                                                           
13

 Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS) and Sugar Salt Solution (SSS). 
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 TAIZ GOVERNORATE  

    Total beneficiaries reached: 245,470 

           DISTRICTS: Al Shamayatayn, Al Modafar, Salah, Al Qahirah, Al Silw, 

Sharab Al Salam, Sharab Al Ronah, Maqbanah, Al Ma’afer, Al Taiziah, 

Mawyah. 
 

                 Food Security  
 

 Unconditional Cash Transfers: The EFSVL team completed the first round of UCT for 2,604 HHs in areas in al-
Ma’afer district (Gaitah AL-Wad, Wady Mahgar, Bani Al-Soror, Hagor Senwan, Al-Selaeiah, Al-Berain, Al-Nogaie, 
Al-Malekah and Gabl Zaied). Each HH received 27,000 YER (108 USD) through the DFID-funded project. 

 Market Price Monitoring: The prices of some main food items have increase such as cooking oil by 3%, sugar by 
6%, wheat flour by 6%, beans by 2%, onion by 9%, tomatoes and potatoes by 20% due to the increment of fuel 
prices as the price of diesel and petrol increased by 20% and 17% respectively. The value of Yemeni Riyal rate is 
at the same rate as it was last month at 250 /USD1 in the official banks as the YER floating is not effective in 
these territories, while it is value dropped to 355 YER per 1 USD in the black market with a serious problem in 
availability.  

 

    WASH  
 

 Public Health Engineering: Oxfam continues to provide spare parts for 33 generators and 16 chlorine dosers to 
support Taiz’s Local Water Supply Corporation (LWSC) to operate and disinfect the city’s main water supply 
network. Another five chlorine dosers were installed in addition to the provision of spare parts for 12 generators 
in Al Taiziah district. 

Oxfam’s local partner, Generations Without Qat, provided two WASH kits to Al Gamhoriah Hospital and another 
two WASH kits will be provided to Sharab Al Salam hospital to support the Cholera Treatment Centres. Each 
WASH kit contains a number of items to enhance water supply, sanitation, and hygiene such as plastic tanks and 
buckets, metal drum incinerator, dust bins with lids, powdered detergent, and chlorine. 

Oxfam distributed 150 hygiene kits in Almisrakh district to 150 HHs (273 men, 263 women, 262 boys, and 252 
girls). In collaboration with the health office, 37 CHVs conducted 90 hygiene sessions in Al Shamayateen, Al 
Ma’afer, Al Misrakh, and Al Silw districts that focused on cholera prevention and the promotion of personal 
hygiene and hand washing practices, reaching 1,911 individuals (257 men, 899 women, 374 boys, and 381 girls). 
Also, they conducted 62 jerry cans cleaning campaigns at water sources and collection points benefitting 422 
individuals (84 men, 184 women, 69 boy, and 85 girls) in Al Shamayateen and Al Ma’afer districts. 

 Public Health Promotion: Oxfam trained 90 CHVs (45 female and 45 male) from Al Taiziah, Maqbana, and Sharab 
Al Ronah districts, focusing on how to implement hygiene promotion activities in schools, markets, restaurants 
and households in their affected areas. The training was part of building the capacity of CHV’s in responding to 
the AWD/cholera crisis. 

132 CHVs conducted 468 hygiene sessions for 8,683 individuals (1,848 men, 2,762 women, 1,935 boys, and 2,138 
girls) in Al Qahira, Salah, Sharab Al Salam, and Maqbana districts on AWD/cholera symptoms, cholera 
prevention, water treatment at HH level, and hand washing practices. Furthermore, 350 hygiene kits were 
distributed in Al Qahira and Salah districts, targeting 350 HHs (637 men, 613 women, 612 boys, and 588 girls). 

In coordination with GARWSP and GHO, Oxfam conducted a chlorination campaign for 1,375 water storage tanks 
in five districts (Sharab Al Ronah, Sharab Al Salam, Maqbana, Al Taiziah, and Mawyah) that benefited 9,625 
individuals. In addition, 107,670 chlorine tablets (33 mg each) were distributed to 4,819 HHs in Al Taiziah and 
Maqbana districts. Oxfam is supporting GARWSP and GHO with logistical and financial support in eight districts 
(Sharab Al Ronah, Sharab Al Salam, Maqbana, Mawyah, Al Taiziah, Al Qahira, Salah and Al Mudhafar). 
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 ADEN AND SOUTH GOVERNORATES  

Total beneficiaries reached: 166,438 
Governorates: Aden, Lahj, Al Dhala’a, Abyan. 

 
 

    WASH  
 

Public Health Promotion: The team completed the disinfection of 26 water wells, 39 tanks and 400 meter of a 
water pipeline. Also, the team rehabilitated 16 water chambers and installed 4 hand-washing stations. The team 
completed the rehabilitation of 9 latrines in Al Gamhoriah Hospital and Al Mualla’a DTCs and 6 health facilities. 

As part of Oxfam’s cholera response, the team carried out awareness campaigns for which they distributed 
10,000 cholera brochures and used loud speakers on vehicle for 10 days reaching 157,541 individuals to raise 
awareness on cholera preventive measures, also the team distributed and posted brochures and posters in 
public places like health facilities, schools and streets and also installed some iron sign boards. As part of the 
awareness campaign, Oxfam re-broadcasted a cholera campaign series on Lana Radio station, targeting Aden, 
Lahj, Abyan, Al-Dhala’a and Taiz, where approximately 1,500,000 individuals were reached.  

We conducted a training session for CHVs, CHVs supervisors and community mobilizers from Abyan, Lahj and Al 
Dhala’a governorates with a focus on cholera prevention and the chlorination of water in previous Water System 
Scheme. 
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