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Central and southern Somalia, south-eastern Ethiopia and northern and 
eastern Kenya received less than a quarter of their normal seasonal 
rainfall during the 2016 October-December rains. Crops and pasture were 
ravaged, and vegetation conditions remain much poorer than usual in 
many areas leading to the death of up to 80% of livestock in some areas 
– relied upon heavily by pastoralists in the region.

Despite parts of Kenya, Ethiopia and Somaliland receiving some rains 
between April and June, the humanitarian crisis remains serious with 
cumulative number of people facing ‘crisis’ or ‘emergency’ levels of food 
insecurity rising to 13.6 million - 7.8 million in Ethiopia, 2.6 million in 
Kenya and 3.2 million in Somalia. 1.6 million people face crisis and emer-
gency levels of food insecurity in Somaliland and Puntland. 

Diseases such as Cholera/Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD), which are 
exacerbated by reduced access to water and sanitation, are spreading 
fast and causing serious concern. In Somalia, there have been 48,607 
cases of cholera/AWD and 793 deaths since January. In Ethiopia there 
have been 35,665 cases of AWD and in Kenya 303 cases of Cholera. 
Healthcare facilities in the region are overstretched by multiple disease 
outbreaks including measles and malaria.

Drought conditions and conflict continue to drive displacement through-
out the region, as people move to access humanitarian assistance and 
livelihoods. In Somalia, 738,500 people have been displaced by the 
drought since November 2016. This adds to an already estimated 1.1 
million Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Somalia. In Ethiopia 220,000 
people have been displaced by drought in 2017, and in Kenya 39,000 
people have been displaced. Huge movements of people have led to 
cramped conditions in formal and informal IDP camps, and increase the 
risk of conflict over sparse resources. 
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OXFAM RESPONSE:
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Kenya: Oxfam is responding in Northern Kenya in Turkana 
and Wajir counties with its local partners Diocese of Lodwar in 
Turkana, ALDEF and WASDA in Wajir. 

Intervention: 
WASH: Improved accesses to safe water to 200,272 people 
and 1,145 primary schools.  30,165 people have been 
reached through hygiene promotion and sensitisation activi-
ties. Supporting county authorities by supplying them with 
spare parts to repair non-functional water points. 

Food security support to affected communities: An E-wallet 
system, alternative to water trucking, is being used to help 
families buy clean and safe water from a network of vendors. 
32,214 people have been benefiting from the cash transfers 
done in partnership with the Hunger Safety-Net Programme 
(HSNP) and Equity bank. This support to vulnerable people, 
enables them to purchase food items.
 
Ethiopia: Oxfam’s intervention is in the Southern Somali 
region more specifically in Korahe, Jarar, Fafan, Nogob and, 
Erer zones. In Doolo and in Afder zones, Oxfam is intervening 
through partners.
 
WASH: Setting up water storage points, providing water 
through water trucking and vouchers for water and imple-
menting accompanying public health promotion work. So far, 
511,348 people and 156 institutions (schools and health 
facilities) have benefitted from water distribution across the 
5 zones.

Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) Outbreak Response: Oxfam set 
up and deployed 2 Rapid Response teams in Somali region to 
support community and local Government response. As a 
result, over 10,775 people have been sensitised by the Oxfam 
teams on AWD causes, transmission and prevention and 
control mechanisms. 

Cash Transfer: Oxfam is aiming to support 25,899 households 
with cash transfers (both unconditional and conditional cash 
transfers). 11,349 families are in the process of receiving 
cash support.

Somalia: Oxfam's intervention is specifically in Sool and 
Sanaag where we have so far provided WASH and cash trans-
fer assistance to 23,142 people of which 16,681 are children. 
Oxfam in partnership with Adeso is planning on expanding its 
response to Puntland. 

WASH: 3,857 households provided with clean water through 
water trucking

Hygiene Promotion and Hygiene Kits Distributions: 18,468 
beneficiaries.

Cash Transfers: 1,548 households supported with uncondi-
tional cash transfers

Engagement: Oxfam contributed to reactivate the Emergency 
Protection Working Group, key coordination group for 
the humanitarian actors intervening in Somaliland and 
trained its partners Candle Light and Havoyoco on 
Protection issues and Protection mainstreaming. 
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KEY ADVOCACY MESSAGES

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS

Donors should urgently increase funding to the drought 
crisis response to provide immediate life-saving assis-
tance, including cash-based interventions, clean water, 
food assistance and emergency livestock support.

With cholera/Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) spreading at 
an alarming rate, all actors should ensure urgent access 
to safe water, sanitation and hygiene items and promo-
tion, to help prevent the spread of disease, and provide 
healthcare services and vaccination programmes as 
close as possible to remote and rural areas.
 
In Somalia, OCHA should improve co-ordination and infor-
mation sharing to enable quicker response to urgent 
needs, and provide a more granular picture of the situa-
tion on the ground, to highlight areas that are not receiv-
ing any assistance.
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AMISOM and the Somali authorities should work to secure 
vital road access to enable humanitarian actors to reach 
vulnerable communities with life-saving aid.

The Ethiopian government must make clear the spread of 
Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) to enable an adequate 
response and appropriate treatment facilities to be 
provided.

Donors should support the government to scale up and 
improve the Productive Safety Net Programme, Ethiopia’s 
key social protection mechanism.

The Kenyan government and other actors should ensure 
the drought response is closely monitored in relation to 
campaigning ahead of general elections in August, and 
put in place rigorous consequences if assistance is found 
to be politicised. 
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Ayan Said, 23 years old, lives in a settlement for people inter-
nally displaced in the town of Garadag. Somaliland, Northern 
Somalia, March 2017. She is the mother of Mohammed*, 4 
years old.  Ayan lost a son because of the drought. She said 
that her husband is not here at the moment, as three weeks 
ago he had to take his mother to hospital in Burgo. Ayan’s 
mother in law is very sick with fever and diarrhoea. She was 
very weak, as the food they have had available in the last few 
months was scarse.

Ayan and her family up to four months ago used to live in Laas 
Doomeer, about 50 KM away. Up to a year ago, they took care 
of a herd of 300 sheep – which, until then, were worth up to 
$24,000. She said: “We were busy then; we used to be busy all 
the time, trading animals, feeding them, looking after them. It 
was our life – we had plenty of food then”. Because of the 
effects of the drought, six months ago the sheep started 
dying of starvation and illness. Within two months Ayan and 
her family were left with only ten sheep and decided to move 
to Garadag to look for help – they were almost destitute. Ayan 
said: “We lost everything. We had nothing left, not even food 
for the ten sheep we had left. We tried to move to Garadag to 
access help”.

Sadly, just a couple of months after they moved to Garadag, 
Ayan’s youngest son, Ismail*, who was 2 years old, fell ill with 
diahorrea and flu and died within 15 days. Ayan said: “We 
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Ayan near the graveyard of her son

couldn’t do anything for him. I couldn’t take him to hospital, I 
couldn’t give him the medicine or the food he needed. There 
was nothing we could do”.

“I am not well. Now I worry all the time. I am alone here with one 
child at the moment, and I am terrified by hunger and thirst. I 
have nightmares about that. We have no water, no food or 
shelter. My child did not die suddenly, but I couldn’t do 
anything about it”. “My neighbour helps me – they gave us this 
shelter. Thank God she is here. We have no food for tonight. I 
am going to have to go and ask neighbours for it”.

Ayan said that the last time she had meat was over four 
months ago; since then, her and her family have only been 
able to eat sorghum and rice – only once a day. She said: 
“Mohammed doesn’t really understand that we don’t have any 
food or what has happened to our family. He asks for food all 
the time. I try to distract him, I tell him stories, sing and play 
with him. I also ask for help to my neighbour- sometimes I just 
don’t know what to say to my little boy”. She concluded: 
“[back in Europe] People must understand that here we need 
help. We need food, water and medicine for the sick. The 
water of the well has become salty. Everyone is getting sick. If 
the rains don’t come, things will get much worse – and there 
won’t be anything we can do”
*Name changed
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