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15M
Food insecure people in Ethiopia, 
Kenya and Somalia

1.8 M
People displaced in Kenya, Somalia and 
Ethiopia by drought conditions

$1.5 billion
Horn of Africa Drought Response funding 
gap

HORN OF AFRICA DROUGHT RESPONSE

Oxfam is trucking water to over 87,000 people in Ethiopia’s Southern Somali region.
Tina Hillier/Oxfam



According to FEWSNET, the Horn of Africa has in the past two months experienced unstable rainfall 
in various parts of Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia regions. This pattern of rainfall follows successive 
four dry seasons in countries such as Somalia. 
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The total number of people in need of humanitarian assistance has risen to over 15 million people 
in Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia due to the variation of rainfall. FEWSNET and FSNAU reports 
indicate Ethiopia 8.5 million, Somalia 6.2 million and Kenya 3.4 million will require humanitarian 
assistance. These figures are expected to continue rising. 

Extreme food security outcomes are expected to persist in areas of Somalia and Ethiopia’s 
Somalia region and parts of Kenya’s arid and semi arid region. Over 866,000 people are 
at risk of facing famine because of extreme food insecurity in Somalia upto April 2018, as 
predicted by FEWSNET. 

Malnutrition rates are surging and have reached emergency levels especiallly in Sool 
and Sanaag in Somaliland particularly among internally displaced people. An estimated 
388,000 children are actutely malnourished and in need of critical nutrition support. 

Since July 2017, there has been unrest and conflict along Oromia-Somalia border that 
has resulted in approximately 578,000 new IDPs. The unrest has also delayed opera-
tions leading to lack of access to humanitarian assistance by World Food Programme .

Unrest during the just concluded presidential elections in Kenya that resulted in the loss of at 
least 55 people and scores injured due to tribal hostility has led to further delays of humanitar-
ian assistance in drought affected counties.

Since January the Humanitarian Requirement Documents (HRD) and Humanitarian Response Plans 
(HRPs) for Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia remains underfunded at a time when the weather predictions 
reveal likelihood of poor rainfall performance in the first quarter of 2018.

CONTEXT HIGHLIGHTS

The number of internally displaced people is on the rise and has lead to poor sanitation  
across the camps contributing to diseases such as acute watery diarrhea. A projection 
of over 2 million people since November 2016 have been affected by poor sanitation 
across the camps. Protection concerns such as Gender Based violence and forced 
eviction have been reported across the three countries.
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OXFAM HORN OF AFRICA DROUGHT RESPONSE

Oxfam intervention has reached 
356,894 people in Turkana and Wajir 
counties.

WATER SUPPLY: 356,894 people 
reached in Turkana and Wajir 
Counties with improved water access, 
infrastructure repairs and hygiene 
promotion. 

CASH TRANSFER: 36,006 people 
have received direct cash transfers in 
Turkana and Wajir (many are also 
benefitting from the WASH 
interventions).

CAPACITY BUILDING: There is 
ongoing technical support to water 
service providers: WAJWASCO, 
LOWASCO and KAWASEPRO on 
integrity management, operational 
efficiency and billing for revenue 
efficiency of water ATMs.

LIVELIHOOD SUPPORT: Land prepa-
ration and wet planting are in progress 
in marginal agricultural areas. This has 
led to provision of 70-75% of house-
hold income through casual 
labor which in the long run improve 
food accessibility for households.

Oxfam intervention in Sool, Sanaag 
and Togdheer has reached 101,343 
people.

WATER SUPPLY: 34,278 people 
have been reached through water 
trucking. Two water kiosks have been 
constructed in Saylada  village in 
Togdheer to benefit 3000 people with 
improved access to water.

CASH TRANSFERS: 10, 482 people 
have been supported with 
unconditional cash transfers.

HYGIENE PROMOTION AND 
SANITATION: 15,799 people reached 
through household visits in 5 villages. 
Newly contructed latrines benefit 309 
individuals. A total of 1500 household 
were supported with hygiene kits.

LIVELIHOOD SUPPORT: Oxfam  
piloted agriculture activities in selected 
locations as part of the diversification 
of food/livelihoods sources that has 
led to 1806 people to benefit from 
cultivation of sorghum and maize in 
Sool.

LIVESTOCK TREATMENT: A total of 
24,000 beneficiaries owning an 
estimated 50,000 heads of livestock 
will benefit from improved biomass as 
a result of pasture regeneration. 

Over 797,449 people in the South-
ern Somali region covering 87 institu-
tions more specifically in Afder, Doolo, 
Korahey, Jarar, Fafan, Negob and Erer 
zones. 

WATER SUPPLY: Oxfam has 
reached more than 797,449 people 
through water trucking, including 87 
institutions. Rehabilitation of 7 bore 
holes is completed and giving service 
to the community.

CASH TRANSFER: A total of 201,924 
people have received cash transfers 
leading to a total of 33,654 households.

HYGIENE PROMOTION AND 
SANITATION: 39,972 people (11,024 
male and 28,948 female) have  
benefited through the hygiene 
promotion. 

ACUTE WATERY DIARRHOEA 
(AWD) RESPONSE: A total of 40, 627 
people have benefited from 154,878 
AWD supplies aimed at mitigating 
transmission and prevention of AWD.

IMPROVED SANITATION: A total of 
5,558 people have directly benefited 
from sanitation infrastructure program 
and 882 household shared construct-
ed latrines with hand washing facilities.

LIVESTOCK TREATMENT AND VAC-
CINATION: A total of 15000 heads of 
livestock (Goats 7500,Camels 5000 
and Cattle 2500) were treated. 

KenyaEthiopia Somalia



KEY ADVOCACY MESSAGES

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS

Drought condition is intensifying and rapidly deteriorating, scaled-up humanitarian response and famine prevention 
should be maintained in 2018 to prevent loss of lives and famine particularly in Somalia. 

Massive internal displacements has led to an increase in protection concerns and vulnerabilities particularly amongst 
women and children. A shift and prioritization towards protection programming alongside humanitarian response 

should be paramount.

DONOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
DEC, EU Humanitarian Aid, Global Affairs Canada via Oxfam Canada, GFO via Oxfam Germany, ECHO RRM via International Rescue Committee, Irish Aid via Oxfam 
Ireland, SHO/Giro555, SIDA, UNICEF, UNOCHA, UK AID Match, USAID/OFDA; Oxfam affiliates: Oxfam America, Oxfam Canada, Oxfam France, Oxfam Great-Britain, 
Oxfam Hong-Kong, Oxfam Ibis, Oxfam Intermon, Oxfam Ireland, Oxfam Novib and the generous contribution of the public and Oxfam supporters via fundraising appeals 
and voluntary contributions.

Oxfam Horn of Africa Secured Funding Gap
Response Budget $53,155,640 $44,701,174 $8,454,466
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Quresh Ahmed, a 40-year-old mother 
of 10 who lives in Qarandi kod kebele 
of Awbare woreda in Fafan zone, a 
drought affected area in Somali region 
in Ethiopia, is one of the beneficiaries 
of Oxfam’s Cash for Work (CfW) 
program funded by OFDA.
Before things drastically changed for 
the worst due to the severe drought in 
the region, Quresh used to own 
livestock (30 shoats, 4 cattle and 2 
donkeys) and a farm land very close to 
one hectare in size, where she 
harvested maize, sorghum and fodder 
(for the livestock).  As the head of the 
household, she relied on the profit she 
earned from the sale of her goats once 
every three month and crops produced 
on the farm to meet her family needs. 
Their situation soon changed due to 
the drought that destroyed almost

oxfam’s Cash for Work program IMPROVES LIVING STANDARDS IN DROUGHT AREAS 
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 half of the livestock she owned. 
“I could not find the market to sell 
them. I was also not able to grow crops 
due to lack of rainfall. I didn’t have 
enough money to buy cereals or en-
sure my children remained in school” 
says Quresh. Life was bleak for her 
and her family during these periods of 
prolonged drought. 
However, Quresh situation began 
improving after she registered for 
Oxfam’s Cash for Work program in 
Qarandi kod kebele of Awbare 
woreda.  At first, Quresh worked for 15 
days with CfW program and received 
900 ETB. She used part of the money 
to pay off some debts she had 
accumulated to buy milk and food for 
her children. She was also able to 
send 300 birr to her sons in Awbare.

 On average, Quresh used to earn 
1000 Birr per month from livestock 
and livestock product sales. She 
was also able to send her children to 
a nearby school and cover the cost 
of school uniform. “I am now able to 
buy food and pay for my children’s 
school fees, life is now easier” says 
Quresh.  
After participating in the second and 
third phase of CfW, Quresh received 
a total of 2700 Birr (900 Birr in each 
phase), where she purchased two 
pregnant shoats. Due to the 
extended period of below average 
precipitation, Quresh was unable to 
produce cereal on her farm. 
Through the CfW program, she 
can now purchase enough food to 
sustain her family for the next two 
months. Through the program, she 
has also been able to buy medicine 
and seeds for her farm.
Now the future for Quresh looks 
bright. Through the program, she is 
now able to provide for her family 
and is grateful for the opportunities 
and support she received from the 
CfW program. 

Of the eleven zones in Somali Re-
gion, Oxfam is responding in the 
most affected seven. Since start-
ing our emergency response ef-
forts in January 2017, Oxfam with 
funding support of various donors 
(including OFDA) has supported 
over 797,449 people against a to-
tal target of one million by 2018. 
Oxfam collaborates with regional 
partners to deliver its life saving 
work in Erer, Nogob, Afder and 
Doolo zones whilst working di-
rectly in Fafan, Jarar and Korahe 
zones.

Right: Quresh infront of her house with three of her children


