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 13.1 Million
Food insecure people in 

Ethiopia, Kenya and 
Somalia

3 Million
People displaced in 
Kenya, Somalia and 
Ethiopia by drought 

conditions

16 Million
People affected 

by drought in 
the region

An increase in the AWD epidemic has been noted. A total of 24,741 cases including 414 deaths have been 
reports since December 2014. Out of these 3,931 cases and 71 deaths have been reported since the 
beginning of 2018 in Kenya. In Somalia 1,954 cases resulting in 8 deaths have been reported in 2018. 

The ministry of Devolution and Planning in Kenya has set aside USD 50 million in the next financial year start-
ing July to mitigate the effects of drought and floods that are now considered national disasters.

Additionally, Oxfam is responding to flood affected families in Turkana and Wajir counties. Cash 
distributions is ongoing to 1250 households in Turkana and 600 households in Wajir (11,000 people). 
This response is utilizing Appeals funds for families that have been also severely affected by drought. 

Heavy rains and flooding have continued to compound an already fragile humanitarian situation and 
worsening conditions for communities who recently endured a long period of drought. 
According to FEWSNET, water levels in most major river basins and water catchments are almost 
recording high levels across the Horn of Africa. In Kenya, flooding has occurred in 40 counties displacing over 
332,000 people and killing 183 people. Tana River county is the most affected with 150,000 displaced people.
In Ethiopia, severe flooding was reported in 14 districts of Afder, Shabelle and Fafan zones causing significant 
damage to infrastructure while in Somalia 14,000 hectares of crops have been destroyed in riverine areas.

The number of people internally displaced by drought and conflict has increased to 1.4 million in 
Ethiopia, 309,000 in Kenya and 1.3 million in Somalia. 

The cumulative number of children in need of humanitarian services has decreased to 8.2 million from 
9.7 million. The total number of moderately acutely malnourished children under the age of 5 currently 
stands at 3.5 million in Ethiopia, 328,000 in Kenya and 301,000 in Somalia while the number of severely 
malnourished children is at 350,000 in Ethiopia, 71,500 in Kenya and 48,000 in Somalia.

 1 Million
People affected 

by floodsFarming in Ethiopia.
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KEY ADVOCACY MESSAGES
With six months to the end of the 2018 Humanitarian Response 

and Development Plans, Somalia and Ethiopia humanitarian cri-
ses are critically underfunded at 34% and 15% respectively. Funding 
still remains critical to ensure reduced vulnerabilities to climate relat-
ed shocks such as drought and floods. Timely, Consistent  and multi-
year funding on multi-year funding can help bridge the gap between 
perennial humanitarian response and development programmes, 
hence addressing the root causes of humanitarian crises.

The impact of Climate change has had a huge impact on the lives 
and livelihoods of communities in the Horn of Africa for decades. 

While the long-standing drought has deprived of the vulnerable pop-
ulation dependent on rain-fed agriculture and pastoralism their liveli-
hoods, the current floods have caused more damages than reprieve. 
Integrated humanitarian and development programming is needed 
in areas recovering from drought. Partners and governments should 
work towards building community resilience to recurrent shocks 
through investing in long term programs and innovative livelihood 
approaches.
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OXFAM HORN OF AFRICA DROUGHT & Flood RESPONSE

The hybrid response to displaced people by Oxfam in 
collaboration with Concern and WASDA continues in 
Moyale. Approximately 2000 displaced people are left in 
the camps in Moyale. 

WASH: Oxfam has installed 4 new water tanks of 10,000 
litres. There is also a provision of water trucking of 10,000 
litres in Somare and 20,000 litres in DF Camps on 
alternate days. 
PUBLIC HEALTH PROMOTION: Distribution of 
household water treatment agents (PUR & Aqua tabs) to 
203 households through the hygiene promoters.

A total of 16,716 people have been reached in May from 
Sool, Sanaag and Togdheer regions.

WASH: Oxfam has engaged Burao water agency to 
connect water from the main pipeline from Kosar to 2 
clusters in Jameecada Caynaanshe IDP camp in 
Togdheer who do not have access to water. This will go a 
long way in enhancing water accessibility and 
availability in host and IDP communities as well as 
complement Oxfam sanitation interventions in the area. 
HYGIENE PROMOTION AND SANITATION: 5 
community engagement sessions were carried out in 
Togdheer and Sool villages. 300 house to house visits 
were also conducted in Toghdeer. 

Oxfam has supported a total of 1,217,503 people through 
WASH and EFSVL intervention in Somali Region. 

WASH: Water trucking was delivered to more than 100 
distribution sites including IDP camps and 
institutions in more than 21 districts of the seven zone of 
the Somali region. 4 boreholes have been installed with 
Solar System that are ready to be piloted for backyard 
gardening. Over 240 water storage tanks have been in-
stalled in IDP camps, medical and school institutions.
CASH TRANSFER: 222,546 people have been reached 
through conditional and unconditional Cash Transfer 
program that has been supported by ECHO, OFDA, GAC, 
GFO, DEC and Oxfam Intermon. The program mainly 
targeted the most vulnerable people and women headed 
households. 
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LIVESTOCK SUPPORT: A total of 657,690 people have 
benefited through livestock vaccination intervention in 
Afdher, Doolo, Fafan and Jarar Zones of Somali region in 
Ethiopia. Oxfam has also treated 638,056 animals against 
drought related 
diseases and as a result has benefited 118,608 people.
HYGIENE PROMOTION AND COMMUNITY 
MOBILIZATION: 336,849 people have been reached 
through hygiene promotion and community mobilization 
sessions and campaigns mainly using trained community 
health volunteers in Woredas.
GENDER AND PROTECTION:582 families 
affected by weather conditions have received 
complementary NFI kits ( 2 blankets, 1 plastic sheet & 1 
mat per household) in Galadi and Danot Woredas.

SANITATION: Monitoring and maintenance of 
existing sanitation facilities is currently ongoing. This 
activity included burning of solid waste in camps to reduce 
the volume of waste and to increase lifespan of the solid 
pit.
HYGIENE PROMOTION: 989 people were reached 
with key hygiene messages including proper disposal of 
wastes, proper use of latrines and dangers of open 
defecation, proper cooking and storage of water and food, 
hand washing at critical times and treatment of drinking 
water. 94 house to house visits conducted to observe and 
target priority hygiene risks and behavior change 
communication.
  

CASH TRANSFERS: 1370 households were reached 
through unconditional cash transfer in Sool, Sanaag & 
Togdheer since January 2018 improving access to 
immediate food needs. 24,015 people benefited through 
cash for work.
PUBLIC HEALTH PROMOTION: Oxfam has received a set 
of 6 salt chlorine makers which will be handed over to 
local partners Havayoco and Candlelight to facilitate 
household water treatment.
LIVELIHOOD SUPPORT: One-hour gender protection 
mainstreaming sessions was conducted for 25 female 
animal health workers in Burao. The participants were 
sensitised on vulnerability and power through role plays 
and open discussions.



FUNDING updates

DEC, EU Humanitarian Aid, Global 
Affairs Canada via Oxfam Canada, 

GFO via Oxfam Germany, ECHO RRM 
via International Rescue Committee, Irish 
Aid via Oxfam Ireland, SHO/Giro555, 
SIDA, UNICEF, UNOCHA, UK AID Match,           
USAID/OFDA. 

Oxfam affiliates: Oxfam America,      
Oxfam Canada, Oxfam France,      

Oxfam Great-Britain, Oxfam Hong-Kong, 
Oxfam Ibis, Oxfam Intermon, Oxfam      
Ireland, Oxfam Novib and the generous 
contribution of the public and Oxfam    
supporters via fundraising appeals and 
voluntary contributions.
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LIFE CHANGING UNCONDITIONAL CASH TRANSFERS.
Asha’s compound has a cooking corner on the right with the 
hut on the left. It’s dark inside the hut but it provides much 
needed shade from the sun.

Asha feels fortunate with her relatives helping her out. Most 
of the items Asha has, such as cooking utensils, the yellow 
jerrycans and the mat the kids sleep on at night were provided 
for through Oxfam’s cash transfers. Asha heard shortly after 
that she was selected to receive direct and unconditional cash 
transfers. 

She was one of the 150 households selected on the conditions 
of being displaced because of the drought and being 
vulnerable. They all received USD129 for three months 
through their mobile phones.
Feeling lucky she was given the chance to start over, Asha 
decided to start paying off her old debts. During the drought, 
she had borrowed money for water, hoping that would save 
some of her animals. Her livestock was her only source of 
income at the time.

Francesco Rigamonti
Regional Operational Lead
frigamonti@ght.oxfam.org

Coralie Rey
Regional Funding Coordinator
crey1@oxfam.org.uk

Georgette Adrianne
Regional Communications Officer
GAdrianne@oxfam.org.uk

CONTACT DETAILS:

Denis Kongere
Regional Policy and Campaigns Manager
DKongere@oxfam.org.uk

Oxfam Horn of Africa 
Drought Response Budget 

$74,888,681
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Donor Acknowledgement

Asha’s hut is located behind a little store. The shop on the 
dusty sand road at the entrance of the village sells items such 
as soap. 


