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These updates cover emergencies Oxfam is currently responding to around the world, although please note 
they don’t intend to be comprehensive.  
 

 

 
 

Maghreb & Middle East 

 
Syria crisis 
As the crisis nears its 4

th
 anniversary in March, more than 

half the Syrian population is in need of humanitarian 
assistance. More than 200,000 people have been killed in 
the conflict and millions of people have been displaced 
internally or fled across the border as refugees. The crisis 
is however getting less global interest as it entered a 
chronic phase, and we’re doing our best to put it back 
onto the agenda of decision-makers to ensure there won’t 
be a fifth anniversary - more communications on this 
soon. We continue to deliver lifesaving assistance to 
crisis-affected people in the region, and have reached 
nearly half a million refugees in Jordan and Lebanon, and 
at least one million people inside Syria during 2014. 
In Syria we 
continue to work in 
Damascus city and 
four other areas 
near the capital, to 
keep clean water 

flowing for hundreds of thousands of people. In Aleppo we are helping 
the local authorities keep 5 generators going at a plant which supplies 
about 3 million people. To date our work has been fully focused on 
large-scale water infrastructure projects, but recent negotiations with 
the Ministry of Social Affairs could mean we broaden out into public 
health promotion, which will mean being able to get out and talk to 
communities. 
In Jordan in the Za’atari camp we are about to begin a program of 
connecting individual households to the water network which will give 
the entire population of the camp (about 85,000 people) their own connection.  Designs are being finalized 
during February, and in April work will begin on what could be the only household level water network ever 
built in a refugee camp. If you want to have an idea of Oxfam’s work and what life is like in this huge camp-city 
have a look at this picture-blog from Za’atari. (Photo1: Za'atari refugee camp from atop one of Oxfam's 
water tanks, Oxfam February 2015. Photo 2: Oxfam 95 cubic meters of water can support a water system, 
Za'atari refugee camp, Jordan. Oxfam. February 2015). 
  
Iraq - violence and displacement  
In Iraq, Oxfam is working with three partners to help displaced Iraqis in the Independent Region of Kurdistan. 
Work is really starting to get underway now we have a larger team in place that can take the program beyond 
the initial distributions of winter essentials. We are considering different approaches between villages and 
towns because of the different circumstances in each; for instance homeless people in towns need money for 
rent and basic goods whereas in villages they are sheltering in barns etc, with less access to markets. We are 
finalising a system of electronically registering beneficiaries for easier and quicker distributions – we will soon 
be distributing hygiene items, buckets and jerry cans to between 4 - 5,000 households. 
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Gaza conflict  
Six months since the end of the conflict, the situation 
in Gaza is becoming increasingly desperate. More 
than 800,000 truckloads of construction materials are 
needed to build homes, schools, health facilities and 
other infrastructure after repeated conflicts and years 
of blockade. However less that 0.25 percent of the 
truckloads of essential construction materials have 
entered Gaza in the past three months. Oxfam is 
calling for an urgent end to the blockade, and warns 
that at current rates it could take more than 100 years 
to complete essential building of homes, schools and 
health facilities in Gaza. Continue reading. See also 
our recent update on the worsening situation for 

fishermen, farmers and on protection incidents since the ceasefire. (Photo: Children in Gaza struggle to keep 
warm during winter amid the rubble. Oxfam, February 2015). 
  
Yemen crisis 
The recent peace negotiations which were looking vaguely positive fell into disarray, reinforcing concerns 
about a North-South split and civil war. Movement around the capital is restricted, embassies are leaving, 
some airlines have suspended flights to Yemen. We have reduced our expatriate pool but at the moment our 
focus is on keeping our programs up and running in Sa’ada, Haradh, Hodeidah, and Aden with local staff and 
partners, or under remote management if need be. The greatest worry is total economic collapse in the 
country if a settlement is not reached. 
  

Eastern Europe & Former Soviet Union 

 
Ukraine - conflict 
Latest statistics estimate more 
than a million people have been 
displaced within Ukraine, while 
indiscriminate shelling 
continues in the east of the 
country despite the ceasefire. 
Many people have exhausted 
their financial resources and 
cannot afford to pay for 
accommodation, food, heating, 
medicine etc. Oxfam had been 
considering opening a program 
in Ukraine twice last year and 
again recently, and after talking 
to several organisations in Kiev 
we very reluctantly took the 
decision not to start an 
emergency response. The 
scale of humanitarian need is 
significant and requires a full-on 
response, and we are too stretched with other major crises to be able to give Ukraine the time and resources 
it needs if we are to do an effective job. We will continue to investigate what added value we might bring on 
the advocacy front, but a program on the ground has been ruled out. (Image: Ukraine: Humanitarian snapshot 
as of 23 February 2015, OCHA).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2015-02-26/vital-building-conflict-damaged-gaza-take-more-century-current
http://eepurl.com/be18xf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-situation-report-no28-20-february-2015
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Snapshot_HRP_0.pdf


  http://www.oxfam.org 

West Africa  

 
Ebola crisis 
In Liberia the sense of relief that this 
crisis is very nearly over is matched by 
nervousness about being too optimistic 
too soon. The country is vulnerable to 
possible cross-border transmissions from 
neighbouring Guinea and Sierra Leone 
where declining cases have somewhat 
plateaued. Discussions are ongoing 
amongst the humanitarian community on 
how to best maintain anti-Ebola 
infrastructure in case of future outbreaks. 
Our teams on the ground keep working to 
eliminate the virus by supporting medical 
facilities and engaging with communities, 
while starting to help people rebuild their 
livelihoods after the huge economic 
losses caused by the epidemic. 

An international event will take place early March in Brussels to discuss Ebola recovery, and Oxfam is 
preparing a report highlighting the crucial role played by communities in fighting the outbreak. The report is full 
of testimonies from people in Sierra Leone and Liberia explaining what they want to see happen next and their 
priorities. We’re also supporting the Government of Liberia to organise a side event on how to minimise the 
risks of transmission of Ebola in schools once they re-open. The event will outline the fact that $60.5 million 
are needed to support 2,800 schools in Liberia to improve water, sanitation and hygiene, as currently 50 per 
cent of schools in Liberia do not have access to a functional water supply. (Photo: Ten-year-old Mohamed is 
an Ebola survivor. His mother, grandmother, brother and sister all died from the virus. I miss school. At school 
we were learning and now miss it. Oxfam, February 2015). 
  
Burkina Faso – Ebola prevention 
Although there has been no Ebola case in Burkina Faso so far, the country is nevertheless considered a high 
risk country, particularly for some bordering areas. In Cascades, in the south of the country next to Ivory 
Coast, the displacement of people between Guinea are very frequent due to gold extraction activities. Oxfam, 
together with the Belgium Red Cross, will launch a prevention Ebola program there for the next 6 months and 
starting at the beginning of March. 
  
Mali – conflict and food insecurity 
Peace talks continue in Mali after the government and 6 armed groups signed an agreement to cease 
hostilities. The humanitarian community remains strongly concerned about the growing insecurity in the North. 
Ongoing conflict and cyclical drought on top of long term poverty have created swathes of extreme 
vulnerability that are not expected to improve any time soon. Since March last year, Oxfam reached nearly 
183,000 affected people with a range of activities to support their food, water and sanitation as well as 
protection needs, and will be continuing to do so through 2015. In addition, we will continue to work in the 
South to prevent the spread of Ebola; while Mali has been declared free of the disease it remains on the 
frontline, and we will be focusing efforts on providing equipment and training in 150 schools and 40 health 
stations. 
  
Nigeria - conflict 
Elections in Nigeria have been postponed to March 28 on grounds that the security forces couldn’t guarantee 
the safety of Nigerian voters. The humanitarian situation keeps worsening and fighting and refugee flows have 
affected Cameroon, Chad and Niger. As of mid-February the estimation is that a maximum of 10% of the 1.5 
million displaced people in Nigeria are currently being assisted in the camps of the national and state 
governments. Oxfam has scaled up its response and is focusing in and around Yola, near the border with 
Cameroon. Our teams have so far supported over 70,000 internally displaced people and host communities 
with food aid, hygiene kits, sanitation facilities and basic shelter kits. 
  
Mauritania - food insecurity 
Erratic rains over 2014 in Mauritania have resulted in significantly below-average harvests, reduced seasonal 
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labor incomes, and reduced income from livestock sales. Estimates show that by June more than 600,000 
people will face Crisis (Integrated Food Security Phase Classification Phase 3) and in the absence of 
adequate response will go into Emergency phase by September. The areas most affected are where people 
rely on pastoral and agro-pastoral activities but also part of the Senegal River valley where populations have 
no livestock and completely rely on rain-fed crop. Livestock food needs are not being met and our teams 
observed that most people have begun transhumance towards other regions with 3 months anticipation, which 
is having a direct impact on milk and meat availability. Oxfam is aiming to support the needs of 35,000 of the 
most vulnerable pastoralist and agro-pastoralist populations over the next 12 months through livelihoods and 
WaSH support. 
  

Horn and Eastern Africa 

 
South Sudan - conflict 
A food security analysis on South 
Sudan done in December was 
recently published and confirms the 
earlier projection of 2.5 million people 
facing worsening food insecurity in the 
coming months. In response to the 
announcement, Oxfam South Sudan 
Country Director Zlatko Gegic said: 
“We are seriously concerned that a 
lack of food may peak in May and June 
reaching emergency levels. If we wait 
until then, it may be too late.” In related 
news, $618million was pledged at a 
conference in Nairobi in February -
$529 million of it new money - to 
support the humanitarian response in 
South Sudan. Valerie Amos also called 

for an arms embargo against South Sudan, a message we have been supporting for some time. Oxfam’s 
country director in South Sudan met with Amos and highlighted key issue, in particular on humanitarian 
access; aid used as an instrument of war by both sides; the need for the government of South Sudan to do its 
part, and the need for early and flexible funding. Oxfam programs are ongoing in South Sudan, reaching over 
400,000 people with humanitarian assistance in different areas across the country. In Lankien in the east, our 
team completed a food distribution benefitting 31,000 people. They are also leading a food drop in Pading for 
54,000 people. In Melut, Oxfam is providing clean water to over 20,000 people, as well as promoting good 
hygiene practices, distributing soap and cultivating land for vegetables. In Malakal, 27 street lights erected by 
Oxfam continue to provide a safer environment for internally displaced people in the camp. And in 
Mingkaman, the team reached 88,076 beneficiaries through food distribution and provided clean water to over 
38,000 people. Oxfam in South Sudan has a new Facebook page with pictures, videos and updates from the 
entire country team. Please like.  (Photo: Bothbeit is one of many injured children in a camp in the Bor area, 
South Sudan. Kieran Doherty, Oxfam). 
  
Sudan - recent displacements 
As a result of the renewed insurgence between the government and the armed movements in Darfur, about 
50,000 people in North Darfur State fled their homes during the month of January. Oxfam has launched an 
immediate response aiming to reach 20,000 people and during the first week of February our teams and local 
partners have distributed hygiene kits, jerry cans and plastic sheets to people newly displaced. We have also 
started water trucking and constructing additional tap stands and communal latrines in affected areas. Oxfam 
ongoing programs in Darfur have been supporting people affected by years of insecurity and lack of access to 
basic services, through water and sanitation services, micro finance and resilience projects. Read our press 
release on the recent displacement. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCMQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ipcinfo.org%2F&ei=wf3uVKWzBcGhNuCbgqAE&usg=AFQjCNGwP7rVVxYR1R1N1qV6Dg_RvoCD3Q&sig2=7w4iU8N_hz_hk3Xhff5sKQ
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IPC%20South%20Sudan%20-%20Dec%202014%20-%20Detailed%20Report.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IPC%20South%20Sudan%20-%20Dec%202014%20-%20Detailed%20Report.pdf
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/reactions/food-security-south-sudan-oxfam-response-release-latest-integrated-phase
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PRESS%20RELEASE%209%20February%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PRESS%20RELEASE%209%20February%202015.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/feb/10/valerie-amos-south-sudan-arms-embargo-un
https://www.facebook.com/oxfaminsouthsudan
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2015-02-19/villagers-seek-refuge-renewed-violence-darfur
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2015-02-19/villagers-seek-refuge-renewed-violence-darfur
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Somalia 
Every year, the Somali diaspora sends home 
approximately $1.3bn. Remittances account for 
25-45 percent of Somalia’s economy and exceed 
the amount it receives in humanitarian aid, 
development aid and foreign direct investment 
combined. As Somali money transfer operators 
lose their bank accounts, Somali families are 
losing their only formal or transparent channel 
through which to send money. Somalia needs 
long-term support to build sustainable financial 
institutions, and urgent help to maintain its 
current remittance flows. This briefing reviews 
international efforts to facilitate remittances to 
Somalia and focuses on the US and the UK, 
where the threat to the Somali remittance system 
is most acute. It also looks at the uncertain future 
viability of the Somali remittance industry in Australia. (Photo: A woman trader in Hargeisa market serves a 
cup of fresh camel’s milk. Small-scale business women often rely on remittances as start-up money for their 
stalls. Petterik Weggers, Oxfam). 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - violence 
We have extended the reach of our latest intervention in Provence Orientale (North Kivu) as security has 
allowed, and we are now supporting about 50,000 new beneficiaries who have fled recent violence, and 
moved into small settlements alongside existing residents. We are also stockpiling contingency items in a 
location between North and South Kivu in preparation for new displacements over the next few months, given 
the dismal predictions of worsening hostilities in the region.  
 

Southern Africa 

 
Malawi – floods 
Assessments are still 
underway by 
government bodies to 
establish the full extent 
of damage caused by 
flooding. A few cases of 
cholera were confirmed, 
but this isn’t necessarily 
out of the ordinary for 
this time of year and the 
cases haven’t been from 
evacuation centres, 
where the risks of it 
spreading would be 
highest. We have 
distributed essential 
hygiene items (buckets, 
water purification, soap, 

sanitary towels and underwear) along with the wherewithal to make basic shelters to people in 23 evacuation 
sites. Our planned program is expected to take 6 months, including water and sanitation and activities to help 
people get back on their feet once the waters subside. (Photo: BBC News, January 2015). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/hanging-by-a-thread-the-ongoing-threat-to-somalias-remittance-lifeline-344616
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South Asia 

India  
Assam Conflict: Since last December, Oxfam has supported over 10,000 people in several locations across 
Assam’s Bodo territorial Autonomous District by providing clean water, sanitation, and hygiene materials and 
public health promotion. We are also supporting about 2,000 displaced households with shelter assistance. 
Along the Assam – Nagaland border our teams are also helping over 3,500 people who sought refuge into 
camps, providing safe drinking water by drilling deep tube wells and setting up iron filter based water supply 
systems in the camps. 
Following the violence in Golaghat in August last year, Oxfam provided unconditional cash grant to 500 
families whose houses were burnt down or severely damaged. We also improved sanitation utilities for 3,500 
people in the camps through latrine building, setting up of bathing spaces; waste disposal and hygiene 
promotion training. 
Kashmir and Jammu floods: Oxfam has reached 75,000 people so far in Jammu and Kashmir with 
desperately needed food, cash transfer, water and winterized shelter. The humanitarian needs remain 
significant following the floods in the region last September and Oxfam is planning new activities to help 
people recovering from the disaster. 
  
Sri Lanka - floods 
Oxfam is responding to heavy flooding that hit the eastern provinces of Sri Lanka in late December. Oxfam’s 
initial response focused on the distribution of hygiene kits and the provision of water, sanitation and hygiene to 
1,450 families during the first week of the flood. Oxfam has now secured funds to implement a recovery 
program focused on supporting people needs on the longer term. The project aims at reaching 21,600 people 
in five districts of Sri Lanka affected provinces.    
 

South America 

 
Peru  

Oxfam and partner Ceprodaminga carried out successfully a workshop on 
Gender in Emergencies targeted to public servants from the local governments 
in Lambayeque region, in the north of Peru, who are responsible for 
coordinating the response in emergency situations. Oxfam and its partner run 
sensitization sessions on the importance of mainstreaming gender and learned 
about the Oxfam Minimum Standards for Gender in Emergencies, made 
accessible to all actors in 2013. (Photo: Oxfam Gender in Emergencies 
workshop, Peru).  
  

 

 
 
 
Find more information on the above emergency programs and our other responses: 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/emergencies  
 
If you need pictures in high resolution or have any questions please contact 
gabrielle.roudaut@oxfaminternational.org. 
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